SPIRITUAL GROWTH
Spiritual growth involves the gradual increase of spiritual stature of the quickening Word of God into a mature new man, new nature or a new heart.

A born again experience begins the spiritual man to grow in a seed form.  A person feeds on the Word of God for spiritual growth.  The milk of the Word of God provides nourishment for the spiritual man. - 1 Pet 2:1-3 
The scriptures about growth are for the Christian and not for the sinners.  The Bible is a beautiful revelation of the Lord Jesus Christ, because of this truth; God is able to say, “All scripture is given by the inspiration of God”. 2 Tim 3:16-17   
Some things you learn, you need no scriptures.  It is common sense or you know by the spirit in you.

The stature of truth is portrayed by the four points of the cross.  It is frequently used because it pictures the full stature of Jesus Christ as revealed in the Mosaic Tabernacle; the stature expresses the spiritual experiences that we will know as we grow up into spiritual maturity in Jesus Christ.  God is the master teacher.  He uses figures, types, shadows, metaphors and allegories throughout his Word in order to illustrate Divine truth.

A lost person needs to relate to the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  A saved person needs the growth in the different stages that God’s Word gives us.

When the children of Israel were in the wilderness they needed a way to approach God, the TABERNACLE.  It was a picture, shadow, and a type of Jesus Christ.    Heb 9:8-11   

The Tabernacle was in the shape of the cross with 4 points.  We need to grow in stature to a full maturity in Jesus Christ. 
Eph 4:12-13   
Stature - [Gr.] meaning: how much, how great. 2 Tim 3:16-17; Matt 13:44 

A.  DOCTRINE - is compared to as Word comes to us as a DROP at a time as we are able to receive it.  God does not keep pouring more in our heart until we let the first drop of humility doctrine work in our life.  We need to learn the ways of God, Learn how to deal with our flesh, our old carnal nature.  We learn what is good for us.  Doctrine - in the Greek, it means to learn, to teach.
B.  REPROOF - from the Lord settles in like DEW.  It comes so softly and gently that it is almost imperceptible to our full fleshly senses.  While the dew is soaking in on the carnal man, the tender spiritual life is not crushed out because the reproof falls so gently.  We need to be convinced by the Word of God.  We need to be convicted by the Word so we can press on to higher heights in the spiritual growth.  We need the light of the Word in our hearts, new light to shine the way. (Gr.) means convict, rebuke, convince.
C.  The Lord will come with CORRECTION - it will fall like SMALL RAIN (gentle, not beat down), (the Hebrew word for small rain is “a shower”).  The hard crusty soil of your being becomes soft as it rains on your garden.  Your garden gets moister so that the crops (love, joy, peace, etc.) can grow.  The word Correction means a straightening out again, reactivation (to set right, remedy, purify). When we get our convection, we are to make a change.  Turn our life around to do what God would have us to do.
D.  INSTRUCTION - in righteousness floods our soul like SHOWERS (force). Instruction means to chastise.  Showers means rain (as accumulation of drops), it becomes a root word meaning to cast together, increase, to multiply.  - see   Isa 28:9-13   
The first tabernacle known as Mosaic Tabernacle was a shadow of the second greater and more perfect Tabernacle, Jesus Christ.  The Mosaic Tabernacle was in a shape of a cross as for as the arrangement of the seven pieces of furniture in the tabernacle was concern.  Each piece of furniture represented a portion of the stature of Jesus Christ. - Heb 9:11  

Since the Mosaic Tabernacle was a divine blueprint of the stature of Jesus Christ, it became a guiding light to reveal to our hearts how to grow up into the measure of the fullness of Christ.   Eph 4:13 
Knowledge means one attains growth or understanding of God’s mind, his will and his way of righteousness.

I
SEED STAGE of growth  
Mark 4:14-29 
Seed stage is the born again experience.  Having the blood of Jesus Christ applied to your heart, cleansing the repentant one from sin, this is the beginning of the spiritual growth.  Luke 8:11 says: the seed is the Word of God.  II Timothy 2:15 says to study to show thyself approved unto God.  In II Cor. 9:10 says ministers give bread of the Word and multiplied the seed sown.  

A seed stage is like a new baby - it’s selfish, easily hurt, cannot chew meat, can’t talk much.

Birds steal seed from your heart or garden where you have seeds planted from the Word of God.  Other similar scriptures are found in Matt 13:19; John 12:40;   Mark 6:52; Heb 3:13 

A.  SEEDS FELL BY THE WAYSIDE   Mark 4:4;  .Luke 8:5 

1.  HARD in heart (indifferent or won’t take the Word) - Two way the  enemy gets seeds:

a.  DEVIL WILL STEAL the Word from you.  Hear the preacher, the next day you forgot.  Matt 13:19;  Luke 8: 11-12  

b.
DEVIL”S BIRDS (fouls) - when you get the Word, fowls will devour it up. - Matt 13:4; Luke 8:5; Matt 4:4 

2.
EVERY SIDE HEARD - everyone will heard the word - John 4:42; Col 1:28 

3.
NO UNDERSTANDING - some just don’t understand deep things.  - Matt 15:16; Mark 7:18; Luke 8:7; Luke 8:14  

4.
GAVE IT - John 12:40 

B.  STONY GROUND - if you have stones of stubbornness or disobedience the seeds won’t grow. - Luke 8:6 

C.  THORNS - when the seed grow up, the thorns will choke it out, which is the cares, pleasures and riches of life.  - 

Matt 13:24-26; Mark 4:7; Luke 8:7; Luke 8:14  

D.
GOOD GROUND - a person who has a honest and good heart, one who receives the Word and abide by it.  Bread I the Word of God to eat.  The seed grows when a person takes the Word and keeps it. Isa 55:10; Matt 13:37; Mark 4:8; Mark 4:20; Mark 4:26-27; Luke 8:8 

II
BLADE STAGE - the dark times causes one to push on in the day time.  It makes one want to get into the Word of God and prayer.  This is the shoulder realm, or heart realm of the stature.  This stage is comparable to a child stage. I Cor. 13:11, they are easily puffed up and they love praise.      

III
EAR STAGE - growth is for the sake of the fruit. This is the shoulder realm of the stature. This stage is like a young man or woman. Strong, able to overcome his enemies. Having a vision for the future.

IV
FULL EAR STAGE - this is a picture of the head realm of the stature of Jesus Christ.  John 3:30 see Ps. 51:5; 58:3; I Pet 2:2
The old man is full of mischief.  The new heart is perfect and created in the likeness of Jesus.  In order for the new heart to grow and increase, the old man or old heart or if you prefer the carnal nature must decrease through the process of crucifixion.  Crucifying the flesh does not mean naturally but spiritually, Stop with your old habits and start with good new ones.  In I John 1:5-10, it says “We all have sinned”.  Gal.2:20 says, “I am crucified with Christ”.  Paul said, “I die daily”, (I Cor. 15:31.  Paul also said, “to live is Christ, to die is gain” in Phil. 1:21

We (Christians) have two natures:  

1.   NATURE OF JESUS - 2 Tim 2:22 

2.  OLD ADAM (I Jn 5:16-19; Eph 4:22-24;  Matt 15:18-20)

In Romans 3:10-12, says, “There are none righteous”, Verse 23, “All have sinned and come short of the glory of God”.

We are to enlarge  our hearts with the Word of God and to seek his face.  Ps 119:32-

We need to purify our hearts, Acts 15:9  

When we strive for more of God, We make more room for him.  When we crucify our flesh or the old man, we also make more room for him, the fire of the Holy Ghost.  He works righteousness in us and the Holy Ghost purifies our hearts and cleanses us.  We need to become more perfect and full of the measure of stature of Jesus.

Eph 4:11 
We need to get a wall built around our purified heart or our spiritual garden with prayer and intercession.

Ps 85:11 

We need a wall of truth to keep the devil out.  He will try to throw darts and arrows of fear and doubt toward you to try to make you give up.  We need to put on the whole armor for the protection against the enemy - 
Eph 6:10-16 

We must daily go the waters of death and drown the flesh and unrighteousness of our hearts.  

