     
HOW TO FIND THE MISSING DAY
In the 1960's, when NASA began to function to carry out the President's directive to land a man on the moon.  The program got in gear at Goddard Space Flight Center at Greenbelt, Maryland.  The space scientists were checking the position of the sun, moon, and planets out in space, calculating where they would be 100 and 1,000 years from now.  In addition, they were looking into the trajectories of known asteroids and meteors so we wouldn't send astronauts and satellites up only to have then bump into something.  Satellite orbits have to be so that the whole thing won't become a head-on traffic collision.

Well, as they ran the computer measurement back and forth over the centuries, it came to a halt.  The computer stopped and put up a red flag, which meant that there was something wrong either with the information fed into the computer or with the results as compared to the standards.  They called in the service department to check it out.

"Nothing's wrong with the computer," the technicians said.  "It's operating perfectly.  What makes you think something's wrong?"

"Well, the computer shows there's a day missing somewhere in elapsed time," the operators said.  They rechecked their data and scratch their Educated Idiot Boxes.  There was no answer, no logical explanation.  They were at a baffled standstill.

Then one religious fellow on the team said, "You know, one time when I was in Sunday school, they talked about the day the sun stood still."  He about got laughed out of the room, because nobody believed him, but they didn't have anything else to try, so they invited him to show them what he was talking about.  He got a Bible and turned to the Book of Joshua (10:13) where Joshua was called to battle against all the Kings of the Amorites, Kind of a formidable array of enemies.  In the account, they found a pretty ridiculous statement for anyone who has an ounce of common sense.  They found the Lord saying to Joshua, "Fear them not, for I have delivered them into thine hand.  There shall not a man of them stand before thee."  The Bible went on to say that the Lord slew Joshua's enemies with a great slaughter, and they began to flee before Israel.  And the Lord cast down great stones from heaven, and more of the enemy died from the hailstones than were slain by Joshua's troops.  But there were some of the enemy left, and Joshua prayed for the sun and moon to stand still until the Israelites had finished avenging themselves upon their enemies.

"And the sun stood still, and the moon stayed, and hasted not to go down about a whole day."

"There," the Christian space man said.  "There's you missing day.  Go ahead and check it out."

Well, they checked the computers, went all the way back to the time when Joshua defeated the kings, and found the explanation was close, but not close enough.  The elapsed time in Joshua's day was only 23 hours and 20 minutes, not a whole day.  There was still a discrepancy of forty minutes to be accounted for.  Consulting the Bible record again, they found that it did not say that the sun had stood still for a while day, but for "about (approximately) a whole day."

So they were still in trouble.  Forty minutes become extremely significant when they are multiplied many times over in orbits.  Then the religious fellow remembered somewhere else in the Bible where it said the sun went backward. Naturally, the other space men told him he was out of his mind, but once again, they had no real choice in the matter, so they went back to the Bible and read in II Kings, the twentieth chapter, the eleventh verse, how Hezekiah on his deathbed was visited by the prophet Isaiah, who told him that he was not going to die, but that God would heal him so he would be well enough to go to the temple in three days.  Furthermore, God promised to give him fifteen more years of life on earth,  That was such good news that Hezekiah couldn't believe it!  He asked for a sign as proof that God's word was true.

"Do you want the sun to go ahead ten degrees?" Isaiah asked him.

"No," Hezekiah said.  "It's too easy for the sun to go ahead ten degrees.  It does that all the time.  It goes ahead every day.  But how about letting the shadow return backward ten degrees?  That'll be a new thing, and then I can believe."

And so Isaiah spoke to the Lord, and the Lord brought the shadow ten degrees backward.  Ten degrees is exactly forty minutes!

Twenty-three hours and twenty minutes accounted for in Joshua's day, plus forty minutes accounted for in Hezekiah's day)there was the whole twenty-four hours, the missing day that the space scientists had to make allowance for in the logbooks.  NASA will not admit to the incident.
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