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Prov 6:6-11

6 Go to the ant, thou sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise:

7 Which having no guide, overseer, or ruler,

8 Provideth her meat in the summer, and gathereth her food in the harvest.

9 How long wilt thou sleep, O sluggard? when wilt thou arise out of thy sleep?

10 Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to sleep:

11 So shall thy poverty come as one that travelleth, and thy want as an armed man. (KJV)

The Bible teaches many lessons from nature and God s creation. We can learn some valuable lessons from the ants.

I. The Ants Teach Performance
John 15:5, I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. (KJV)
A. Ants are always busy, never lazy, never have to make excuses. We can learn performance from ants.

B. Failure to learn this lesson is seen in slackness toward doing God s work and too much involvement in personal activities.

C. No excuse is acceptable for Christians to refrain from working for God. God s fields are ready for harvest. We must labor in them today. 

Matt. 9:38, Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth laborers into his harvest.

II. The Ants Teach Preservation

Prov. 30:25, The ants are a people not strong, yet they prepare their meat in the summer. 

A. Ants are thrifty creatures. They do not fritter away their summer days but work diligently, storing food for the rainy and winter days ahead. 

B. Christians should learn this lesson of
preservation, spending money and time wisely in preparation for the rainy days of recession, inflation, ill health, and old age.

C. It is most important that Christians store up

D. Treasure for eternal life, living for God and for others. 

Matt. 6:19-21, Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal:.

III. The Ants Teach Participation
As workers together with him (Cor. 6:1).

A. Ants seem to have no difficulty participating in

B. tasks to be done. They work together in harmony, accomplishing their assignments.

C. Christians often fail to cooperate in accomplishing

D. God s work, but sit with folded hands and engage in criticisms while others do the job.

E. God s love should constrain His children to work

F. together with Him in unity, to participate in the greatest of all endeavors 

II Cor. 5:14, For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead:.
IV. The Ants Teach Perseverance

But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved (Matt. 24:13).

A. When their homes and possessions are completely 

B. destroyed, the ants begin to rebuild immediately.

They persevere.

C. Contrary winds blow and storms heave

D. destruction. When trouble, trials, and testings strike.

Christians who have an all-powerful God need not despair.

E. We must persevere, whether our problems are of

F. personal nature or in the cause of Christ. The Christian s greatest hope lies beyond this life. 

Rev. 2:10, Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life. 
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