Kill That Dirty Rat

Donald Lance
Is. 56:17 Devil is still a liar.

John 8:44 he was a murderer in the beginning always will be.
Everything that is a lie you can trace it back to the devil. Jesus on the other hand is truth, light is life; there is no life in darkness. Without light there is not life

John 14:6 I am the truth, the way and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.
Without light there is no life. I believe Jesus Christ is the way, not any old way but the way, the truth and the life.
In Is 66:17 They that sanctify themselves, and purify themselves in the gardens behind one [tree] in the midst, eating swine's flesh, and the abomination, and the mouse, shall be consumed together, saith the LORD.
I’m reminded of this man that went to college in another state, a very poor, uneducated man and his father and mother was very uneducated but somehow he got the money to go to college and was gone about four years. Came back to his home town in southern Mississippi and saw his friend picking cotton in the field. He stopped and went in the cotton field where the friend was working after talking he said I didn’t come out here for small talk, I came out here to see if you could spell rat. The friend said RAT and he said NO, that’s not right and the friend said a second grader can spell rat. The college boy said I’m not talking about a mousy rat I mean rat now. His four years was shot.
That is what I want to talk about.
The text taken from Is. 66:17, you’ve heard the expression many times “if I could get my hands on that dirty rat I’ll kill him”. There is something about rats that is different. Some people have pets, some have dogs, goldfish, cats and maybe squirrels or raccoons. There is something about a yellow-eyed, pink-eared, long tailed, mangy looking varmint called a RAT.

2 Cor. 10:3-6 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: 

(4)  (For the weapons of our warfare [are] not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) (5)  Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ; (6) And having in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your obedience is fulfilled.
I begin studying rats and found out that rats multiplied very rapidly, I sat down with paper and pencil and got statistics and found out they multiplied more than I figured. I’ve been around meat inspection and livestock slaughtering floor of course many rats were in some of the plants. It is against the rule for rats to run around the floor of the meat plants. Get a plant that is 100 to 150 years old and falling apart anyway, not much you can do about it. I went in for my federal meat inspection training in Indianapolis, Indiana. This plant was built before the civil war, a plant that covered blocks. One that had underground tunnels that everyone was afraid to walk through. There was rats in that place you could almost put a saddle on and ride. I’m talking about real mousy rats. We had to go very early and do a sanitary inspection, I already learned about those rats. I flipped on the lights, rats would go everywhere by the thousands. I sat down and figured out how often the female rats had babies and how soon the babies had babies and in four month after that baby was born, that rat can have babies, she has 8-10 per litter, when we was in the high grade meat plant, we went on six month to a year on a trichina inspection. These worms get in the muscles of the hogs by the hundreds and thousands. If you eat some of that pork meat without it thoroughly cooked, you would die the most horrible death that a human being can die. Trichinosis is the worst painful death anyone could ever die. They get in the muscles of your body and multiply. You hardly hear of this because doctors will claim it was a heart attach or flu or something else. We had young men to train and had to have live trichina worms to train them with. We ran out of them and had to get more, these rats eat this swine flesh. These hog carcasses would be packed as close as you could get. If the rats ate the carcasses they would have trichina. One rat produced 25 to 30 thousand rats per year.

Notice the scripture; this is why I took the text KILL THAT DIRTY RAT. 
2 Cor. 10:3-6 

You cannot let your thoughts run loose those wild rats will get you in trouble. The bible says bring in subjection every thought casting down imagination bringing under subjection to the Lord Jesus Christ when that rat runs around through your mind there is only one way to get rid of it and keep it from multiplying and that is to KILL THAT DIRTY RAT.
Many people give praise to the devil and don’t realize it. If all you do is walk around and say “devil I rebuke you in Jesus Name” that’s what the devil wants you to do because you are giving him all the attention. The best way to get rid of that rat is to ignore him.

One young preacher told an old preacher “the first year I lived for God I spent every day of my life walking around shaking my head saying devil I rebuke you in Jesus name. the old preacher told the young preacher “the first thing is not to give the devil all the attention and ignore him. The sin is you get some cheese and start petting that rascal. Rats will run through you mind but you don’t have to put them in a cage. If they can’t make a nest then they can’t reproduce. The only way to be free from it is to KILLTHAT DIRTY RAT. 
The Bible says casting down every imagination thought unto the obedience of Christ.

Mat. 15:16-20 And Jesus said, Are ye also yet without understanding? 

(17) Do not ye yet understand that whatsoever entereth in at the mouth goeth into the belly, and is cast out into the draught? (18)  But those things which proceed out of the mouth come forth from the heart; and they defile the man. (19)  For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies: 

(20)  These are [the things] which defile a man: but to eat with unwashen hands defileth not a man.
How can something come from the heart without going into it? The Bible talks about the heart being the core of your conscience, your being.
1 Peter 1:13. Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ;
Eph. 6:14  Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness;
The whole armor, loins gird with truth – around reproductive area. This is how it could come from the heart (the core, reproduction area). We are so mush like god our mind, our heart and we have the power to create. That is what gets man in to trouble when the got the wrong thing creating. When they create evil that rat starts and if you play with it and if you encourage it that rat will multiply then before long you will wonder why you can’t believe God for anything. We have the power to produce righteous or you have the power to produce ungodly. When that rat comes tramping though your mind you have to KILL THAT DIRTY RAT. 
The reason why people backslide is they don’t kill that rat that comes dragging through their mind. That’s why the Bible says to think on good thing not on evil. Things that are Holy, righteous, if you don’t you’ll have some trouble. That rat won’t get in there by himself. His there to make a home, he’s fixing to have some babies. The next thing you’ll know you won’t want to go to church. Next thing you know you lost your desire to pray. The next thing you know you lost desire to serve God. What happen, you didn’t get out the rat killer (the word of God). Rats will chew through wood and plaster, if you stuff wood and plaster in the hole they will chew it out again. The Word of God is the only thing that will get rid of them completely. You can't use anything synthetic. You can't use by-laws, in-laws and out-laws. There is only one thing that gets rid of the rats out of your mind and that's the two-edged sword, the Word of God. 

Heb. 4:12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.
It will kill those dirty rats. David said in Ps 119:11, thy Word has I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee. When you start thinking negative that means you've got a rat in your mind. Kill that thing the Bible says gird up the loins of your mind. Bind it up don't let the rats reproduce. Kill them rats if you don't you will be in trouble. You have the power to create. In Prov. 23:7 As he thinketh in his heart so is he. You can think and produce good or you can think and produce evil. No way can anybody please God with rats running in every direction you've got to kill them. Bring every thought under subjection for the Lord Jesus Christ.
When you're the closest to God something will come trotting through your mind, you'll be praying, being close to God and here comes a rat dragging his tail behind, you need to kill that rat, if you don't it will reproduce. That's why people don't get the victory. They don't kill the rat. You start staying home from church that is the first sign of not serving God, then the next thing you quit praying; you get a snow ball result.
Rats have known to carry every disease known to man. They have caused epidemics of disease, the rate that coming to your mind, they are also disease carriers. Only they carry weird diseases. You ever heard of disease of conceit? Conceit is a strange one it makes everyone sick but themselves. Next thing you'll get the disease of skip-a-nitis, skip a night here and skip a night there. If you don't kill that rat you will get skip-a-weekis disease, miss a week paying tithes here miss a week paying tithes there.
Some say I can't afford to pay tithes; you can't afford not to pay tithes. The Bible says He will multiply your seed sown. There is a law of sowing and reaping in the natural and in the spiritual. You can't break the law only through unbelief. Try the law of gravity you don't break the law of gravity you confirm it. If you jump out of an airplane you will confirm the law of gravity. There are spiritual laws you can cause not to working your life because of unbelief which is sin. That is a stinking rat that God hates.
Heb 3:12, the writer said Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God.
Paul is writing to the church, somebody didn't kill the rat. You have to kill that dirty rat or it will multiply and the next thing is you know you'll have unbelief here and unbelief there. The Bible says He dealt to every man the measure of faith. It is up to everyone what he does with it. Exercise it and see it operate and build in your life. Jude 10 said building up yourselves in your most Holy faith praying unto the Holy Ghost. You've got to know what to have faith in, you've got to build up faith you've got. 

Rom. 10:17, so then faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the Word of God. You won't have a lot of faith if you're not at Bible study. You won't be overrun with faith if you don't get rid of the disease. You can't please God with mind going in all directions; the Bible says gird up your mind. Gird up get them in to channel of the Holy Ghost. Everything that comes trotting though there, kill it. It's a disease. The worst disease they carry is unbelief and that caused by negative thinking.
In a revival in Oklahoma a woman said her boy was coming down with measles with that kind of faith who needs doubt and unbelief.
The Bible said in Ps. 91, if I abide in the place of the almighty they'll be no evil befall me neither shall any plagues come neigh my dwelling. You can have a plague of disease or anything. God likes us to quote the scriptures back to Him to see if we have it in our hearts. You need to tell God and remind Him what the scriptures say.
A fourteen year old boy met this neighbor girl behind the shed to exchange comic books and ended up stabbing her hundreds of times. When they questioned him he said he thought about it for a long time. He should have killed that rat the first time. You can kill with your tongue. The Bible says "He that hateth his brother is a murderer (1 John 3:15)

Phil. 4:8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.
The Bible says casting every imagination bring every thought into captivity. 
Let's talk about the pack rat.

A pack rat if he can find some pretty gold watch he will pack it off and leave some old twig or acorn, piece of something of no value. The pack rat of your mind operates the same way. He'll take the jewel that God gave you and leave something not worth nothing. Why do you think people backslide, the pack rat comes and takes all the blessings you ever got. Heb. 2:1 Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip.
He will rob you of every spiritual assets that you ever had and replace them with worthless nothing. Why do you think people once lived for God now goes to a dried up church.
Paul said in 1Cor. 15:57 But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
We've got to believe Jesus Christ and his blood cleanses all sin. The way of the transgressor is hard.
1 John 5:3 For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous.
Do we believe Heb. 4:16, 1 John1:9, 1 John 2:1 His commandments is not grievous, we have an advocate with the Father Jesus Christ the righteous.
In Heb. 8:1 and 9:11 Jesus Christ is our High Priest, there were a high priest in the Old Testament for one reason, sin. If there were no sin there would be no need for a high priest. Do we believe Heb. 4:16 Let us come boldly unto the throne of grace that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.
The two edged sword will kill the rats. We've got to obey it. Believe it, receive it.
In South Africa a maid came running saying a snake was swallowing a dog. A Pekinese dog half consumed by a large snake, they began beating its back trying to get the dog out of its mouth, the snake might come back to eat them next. The dog died anyhow. The devil does the same.

A preacher was at the zoo and had already closed. He seen this pickup truck come around the back of a cage of an anaconda snake. They put this calf in the cage with the snake. The calf stood there trembling looked at the snake and the snake didn't even move. The calf began running and kicking and running around and around to the point of exhaustion. The snake still didn't move and finally the calf stood there and the snake turned his head and looked him right in the eye. Then the calf quit trembling and walked up to the snake and the snake opened his mouth. The calf stuck its head in the snake's mouth and the snake begins consuming him.  

You won't run from the devil except through the Word of God. He'll have you running round and round. You give him a toe nail and he will have both your legs. He'll bring back something of 10 years ago, God won't bring it back.
Ps. 103:12 As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us.
If you don't kill that pack rat he'll have your victory, he'll kill you. He will multiply; there'll be so many rats running you'll wonder if there is a God. You need to kill that dirty rat.
