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FORWARD
The first edition of these Bible notes was mimeographed and made available in the year 1963. Because of the demand for these notes a second edition was circulated in 1967, and a third edition in 1970. Because I am still receiving requests for this Bible course I have decided to issue a fourth edition. As these studies go out for the fourth time I humbly pray that DIVIDING THE WORD OF TRUTH may continue to help all who read to understand God's Word.
These Bible notes are elementary in nature and are planned to constitute a foundation or framework upon which to build. It was not my intention to deal with the great truths of the Bible in an exhaustive and comprehensive manner. Rather it was my purpose to offer a set of notes to assist the student in further studies of the Bible. These notes should be studied with an open Bible in hand. They should give the young convert a real foundation in his knowledge of the Scriptures; at the same time they should assist the minister in the preparation of his Bible studies by giving him a framework upon which to build.

I realize only too well that no man's interpretation of the Bible is infallible. There will be undoubtedly places where you will discgree. In that case I shall be happy to hear from you. I am convinced that the Holy Spirit will guide us into all truth as we maintain hearts and minds that are teachable. I am certain that as we desire truth for the sake of truth itself the Lord will help us all. In the meantime let us keep the unity of the Spirit (Ephesians 4:3) until we all come to the unity of the faith. (Ephesians 4:13).

I acknowledge that some of these notes were not original with me. I draw your attention to the bibliography at the close of the notes. I am indebted to the books listed as a source of information and a great help to me in compiling these Bible Doctrine notes. There are undoubtedly others to whom credit is due for I wrote some of these notes over twenty-five years ago and if at that time I borrowed  thoughts I am sorry that I cannot acknowledge them for through the years I have lost the source of reference. I sincerely thank one and all for help in the compiling of these Bible notes.

April, 1974







-Ralph Vincent Reynolds
New Westminster, B.C.

INSTRUCTIONS

1. Provide yourself with: 
a. Bible




b. Concordance




c. Bible Dictionary




d. Note Paper

2. Provide a definite TWO HOURS each week for study and permit nothing to interfere with these two hours of study.

3. Study one lesson at a time. Do not go on to the next lesson until you have finished the lesson you are studying.

4. Take one month for each unit of study.

5. Follow this procedure:

a. Read the notes through carefully.

b. Turn directly to the Bible and read the Scriptures from the Bible.

c. Write out in longhand each Scripture with reference. d. Ask yourself these questions:

(i)  What do I already know on this subject? 

(ii) What have I read on this subject?

(iii) Where can I find further material?

(iv) What other Scriptures will throw further light on the subject?

 (v)  Write and develop your own notes as you proceed.
6. Fix in your mind the key Scriptures.

7. Close the notes and then see if you can turn to the key Scriptures without use of concordance or reference.

8. At the close of the unit's study, answer the Review Questions in writing without referring to the text but using your Bible.

9. Open the notes and check your answers from the text.
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UNIT ONE



DOCTRINE



LESSON ONE
1. 
MEANING OF DOCTRINE: The word "doctrine" means "teaching" or "truth". It is impossible to teach the Bible without teaching doctrine. Doctrine is the backbone and framework of all preaching and teaching. It gives strength, form, and beauty to the message we proclaim.

2. 
IMPORTANCE OF DOCTRINE: The importance of Bible Doctrine may be seen in the following Scriptures:


Acts 2:42 - continued in apostles' doctrine.


1 Tim. 4:13 - attendance to reading, to doctrine. 


1 Tim. 4:16 - to thy doctrine.


1 Tim. 5:17 - labour in the word and doctrine. 


2 Tim. 3:16 - profitable for doctrine.


2 Tim. 4:2 - longsuffering and doctrine.


2 John 9   - abideth not in the doctrine of Christ.

3. 
PRINCIPLES TO BE REMEMBERED IN UNDERSTANDING DOCTRINE: 


(a) Truth cometh by Divine Revelation.


There is no better teacher of Divine Truth than the Holy Spirit, the author of the Bible. Many truths are mysteries which are hidden from the unregenerate mind and can only be understood as the Spirit makes them clear.


John 16:13 - "When he, the Spirit of truth is come, he will guide you into all truth."


1 C or. 2:14 - "The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them because they are spiritually discerned. "


(b) Next to the Holy Spirit, Scripture is the best interpreter of the Bible.


(c) Truth is in agreement with the whole tenor of Scripture. Doctrine should never be established on one isolated passage of Scripture unless that doctrine is at the same time in harmony with the entire Bible.


(d) Truth is always well balanced and sound. Extreme view points are more likely to be in error than the middle of the road belief. 


(e) Truth always exalts Christ. Any teaching that degrades Jesus is erroneous.


(f) Truth always has a sanctifying effect in the life of a believer. A man's daily walk will tell whether or not he is a believer of true doctrine.

4. 
IMMUTABILITY OF DOCTRINE: The Word of God does not change and absolutely eternal and unchangeable in its nature.


Psalms 117:2 - "The truth of the Lord endureth for ever."


This means that there is no true doctrine apart from that taught by the apostles and there is the great necessity of continuing stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine. Acts 2:42.

5.  
THE PROPER ATTITUDE TOWARDS DOCTRINE: The proper approach to the study of God's Word is to have a healthy hunger to know TRUTH for the sake of TRUTH alone. There are many motives for the study of the Bible but above all others this should be the most important.

UNIT ONE



THE BIBLE



LESSON TWO

1. 
NAMES AND TITLES OF THE BIBLE:

(a) THE BIBLE - "Bible" is derived from the Greek "biblia" and means "the books". Ancient books were written upon the biblus or papyrus reed and from this custom came the Greek word which finally came to be applied to the sacred books.


It is not merely a book - it is the book which stands as high above all other books as the heaven is high above the earth. REFERENCE: Mark 12:26; Luke 3:4; Luke 20:42; Acts 1:20;


Acts 7:42; Psalms 40:7; Heb. 10:7.

(b) SCRIPTURES - is derived from Latin and means "the writings". REFERENCE: Matt. 22:29; Luke 24:27; John 5:39; Acts 17:11; Romans 1:2; 2 Tim. 3:15; 2 Peter 3:16.

(c) 
WORD OF GOD - This term is most significant and complete. It expresses the thought that the Bible is God speaking to man. REFERENCE: Mark 7:13; Rom.10:17; Heb. 4:12.



Both "Word of God" and "Scriptures" were favourite titles with our Lord.

(d) OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS - "Testament" means "Covenant" and is the term by which God was pleased to designate the relation that existed between Himself and His people.


Old Testament - calling and history of the Jewish nation. New Testament- history and application of the redemption wrought by the Lord Jesus Christ. REFERENCE: Luke 22:20; 2 Cor. 3:6; Heb. 9:15; Heb. 12:24.

2. 
SYMBOLS OF THE BIBLE:

(a) 
A critic or discerner - Heb. 4:12.


Who would dare to be a critic of the Bible when it is our critic. 

(b) 
A lamp or light - Psalms 119:105 & 130; Proverbs 6:23. Like the Star in the East it will lead any honest seeker to Jesus. Like the seven-branched candlestick in the tabernacle it shines with a perfect light upon divine things. Like the fiery pillar it lights up the whole pathway of the child of God throughout his wilderness journey.
2 Peter 1:19 - shineth in a dark place. 

(c) 
A mirror - 2 Cor. 3:18; James 1:25.

(d) 
A laver - Eph. 5:26.

(e) 
Food -Job 23:12; Matt. 4:4.


(I)
Milk for babes - 1 Cor. 3:2; Heb. 5:12-13.


(II) Bread for the hungry - Deut. 8:3; Isa. 55;1-2. 


(III) Strong meat for men - 1 Cor. 3:2; Heb. 5:12-14. 


(IV) Honey - Psalms 19:10; 119:103.

(f) 
Gold - Psalms 19:10.

(g) 
Fire - Jer. 20:9 & 23:29.

(h) 
Hammer - Jer. 23:29. 



Some men's hearts are as hard as rock and it takes the steady beating of the word to break them.

(i) 
Sword - Eph. 6:17.

(j) 
Seed - Luke 8:11; Isa. 5:10; 1 Peter 1:23.


(I)
We should sow in all places (Isa. 32:20).


(II)
We should sow at all times (Ecc. 11:6). 


(III)  Soil should be prepared by love and compassion (Psa.126:.6).

(k) Rain and snow - Isa. 55:10-11.

UNIT ONE 

HOW WAS THE BIBLE WRITTEN?
 
LESSON THREE
1. 
THREE TIMES GOD WROTE: We have a record of Deity writing only three times.


(a) Ten Commandments - on tables of stone - Ex. 31:18 


(b) On Belshazzar's wall - Daniel 5:5


(c) On the floor of the Temple by our Lord - John 8:6 


First was with the giving of the law - broken by man.


Last a special act of grace - trampled under foot by man. 

2. 
HOW WAS THE BIBLE WRITTEN? by inspiration.


2 Tim. 3:16 - All scripture is given by inspiration of God. inspiration of God" comes from one Greek word meaning "God-breathed. " 2 Peter 1:20, 21 - But above all, remember that no prophecy in Scripture will be found to have come from the prophet's own prompting; for never did prophecy come by human will, but men sent by God spoke as they were impelled by the Holy Spirit. (Weymouth).

3. 
DEFINITION OF INSPIRATION: "Inspired" means literally "God-breathed".


It comes from the Greek word "theopneustos" or God breathed out. It is the strong, conscious inbreathing of God into men, qualifying them to give utter-ance to truth.It is God speaking through men, and the Bible is therefore just as much the Word of God as though God spake every single word of it with His own lips. The Scriptures are the. result of divine inbreathing just as human speach is uttered by the breathing through a man's mouth."Holy men of God, qualified by the infusion of the breath of God, wrote in obedience to the divine command, and were kept from all error, whether they revealed truths previously unknown or recorded truths already familiar. "Evans

4. 
DEFINITION OF REVELATION: "Revelation" is that act of God by which He directly communicates truth not known before to the human mind. Revelation discovers new truth while Inspiration superintends the communicating of that truth. All in the Bible has not been "revealed" but all "inspired".

5. 
DEFINITION OF ILLUMINATION: "Illumination" is the influence of the Spirit upon the minds of men that they might understand spiritual things. REFERENCE: 1 Cor. 2:14; Matt. 16:17.


Revelation - a divine revealing of the mind of God. 


Illumination - a divine action on the mind of men.

6. 
WHY WE BELIEVE IN THE FULL INSPIRATION OF THE BIBLE: 


(i)   Jesus gave the Old Testament His full sanction (Matt. 5:18). 


(ii)  It is the product of one Master Mind. Although it contains 66 books, written by 40 writers over 1600 years, it has ONE AUTHOR.


(iii) The types, symbols, and ceremonies reveal it as divine. e. g. Christ in the tabernacle.


(iv) Bible Prophecies stamp it as divine (1 Peter 1:10-11).



(v)  Moral standards of the Bible prove it to be divine (1 Peter 1:16). 


(vi)  Creator of man is the Author of the Bible - reveals man to himself.


(vii) It reveals the only way of Salvation - so plain but yet deep.


(viii) By its fruits we know the Book is divine (Romans 11:33). It always brings good.


(ix) Bible will outlast the universe (Psalms 119:89; Matt. 5:18).


(x)  The world recognizes it as divine. It is "THE BOOK". It has been translated into more languages than any other book. Whole libraries have been written to interpret it and before it sages bow.

UNIT ONE 

 VERBAL INSPIRATION

LESSON FOUR

1. 
DEFINITION OF VERBAL INSPIRATION: Verbal Inspiration means that each word was inspired in the original writings. Mistakes could have been made by the translators but impossible in the original. If the Bible is verbally inspired, there should be - there can be - no errors in it; God could not make a mistake. If on the other hand it is not fully and verbally inspired, then the assumption is that some parts are from God, while other parts are purely human; in these latter parts we should naturally expect to find errors. If the thoughts only are inspired, then the Bible contains the Word of God but is not such in its essence.


This, of course, is error. We believe absolutely in Verbal Inspiration.

2. 
REASONS FOR VERBAL INSPIRATION: 
(a) The writers themselves say so. Moses - Exodus 20:1 - God spake these words.







    Exodus 24:4 - Moses wrote all the words of the Lord. 







    Exodus 35:1 - These are the words which the Lord hath commanded.


David

- 2 Sam. 2 3:2 
  - His Word was in my tongue.


Isaiah

- Isa. 1:2

  - The Lord has spoken.


Jeremiah 
- Jer. 1:4
 
  - The Word of the Lord came unto me.





-Jer. 1:9

  - I have put my words in thy mouth.


Ezekiel

- Ezek. 1:3
  - The Word of the Lord came expressly to Ezekiel.


Amos  

- Amos 1:1 
  - The words which he saw concerning Israel. 


John   

- Rev. 1:1 
  - The Revelation of Jesus Christ which God gave him.

(b)  The writers often did not understand what they wrote. God gave the words but not necessarily the thoughts.


1 Peter 1:10-12 - The prophets have enquired... They were not ministering unto themselves but unto us.


Daniel 12:8-9 - Daniel did not understand all he wrote. Psalms 22:18 & 22:16 - Did David understand about the parting of the garments and the piercing of the hands and feet?

(c)  The Bible would be incorrect if it were not verbally inspired. 



 (i) Importance is placed upon simple words.




e. g. Heb. 12:27 quoting from Hag. 2:6 - "Yet once more ".



 (ii) Importance is placed upon the tense of a verb.




e. g. Luke 20:37 - "I am".



(iii) Importance is placed upon a mere letter. 




e. g. Gal. 3:16 - "S" - seed not seeds.

(d) 
Science of the Bible is absolutely correct although many of the popular ideas of that day were incorrect. e. g. Earth flat, etc. 

(e) 
The testimony of Christ proves that the Bible was verbally inspired. Matt. 5:18 - "jot or title" - crossing of a "t" or dotting of an "i". Luke 24:44- All things must be fulfilled which were written.
(f) 
If part of the Bible is divine and part human, who can tell which is which?

UNIT ONE


HOW W E GOT OUR BIBLE

LESSON FIVE

1. 
MANUSCRIPTS: The Bible was originally written on long sheets of parchment and then rolled on wooden rollers. These were called manuscripts, meaning "written by the hand". The men who copied the Word of God on these manuscripts were called scribes. These manuscripts were very expensive and had to be read to the congregation. The Old Testament was written in Hebrew and the New Testament was written in Greek essence.

2. 
SEPTUAGINT: About 277 B. C. a Greek translation of the Old Testament was made by 70 scholars at Alexandria. This translation was widely circulated and was used in following translations.

3.
 VULGATE: This was a Latin translation of the Septuagint version of the Old Testament and of the original Greek of the New Testament. It means "to make common or public". (Vulgar) It was made in North Africa and was revised in the 4th century by Jerome. For a thousand years this was the standard Bible in the Catholic Church. The common people could not read Latin. The leader read to the people. During the dark ages God's Word was locked up in the Latin language.

4. 
FIRST ANGLO-SMON TRANSLATION: Venerable Bede translated Psalms and Gospels into Anglo-Saxon. Alfred the Great ordered the whole Bible translated but did not live to see it done.

5. 
CHAPTERS: In 1250 Cardinal Hugo divided the Bible into chapters for the purposes of a Latin concordance. Some divisions are unfortunate but this has been retained in all following translations.

6. 
FIRST ENGLISH TRANSLATION: John Wycliffe was the first to translate the Bible into English from the Latin Vulgate. It took him 22 years. One copy cost 40 pounds and took 10 months to write. He was opposed by Roman Catholics. In 1384 he died of paralysis. Forty years later Roman Catholics dug up his bones and burned them, scattering the ashes on River Swift.

7. 
INVENTION OF PRINTING: Printing was invented in Europe by Gutenburg about 1450. It was introduced into England by Caxton in 1476.

8. 
WILLIAM TYNDALE: In 1525 Tyndale, one of the Protestant reformers, made another English translation and was the first to publish an English New Testament in print. He had to do this partly at Cologne and partly at Worms. The Testaments were smuggled into England in bales of cotton, sacks of flour, etc. Catholics made every effort to prevent it and burned thousands of copies.


He translated from Greek and his translation was accurate. He also translated the Pentateuch and Jonah into English. In 1535 he issued a revised version of the New Testament from original Greek. In 1536 Tyndale was strangled and burnt at the stake.

9. 
ENGLISH BIBLE IN PRINT: The whole Bible was first printed in English in 1535 by Miles Coverdale.

10. 
FIRST AUTHORIZED VERSION OF THE BIBLE: Thomas Cromwell induced Henry VIII to grant a license for the issue of the Bible in English. This was done by John Rogers and was known as "Matthew's Bible". It was unpopular because of comments in the margin against the Roman Catholic Church. In 1539 a reprint was brought out by Coverdale and others without marginal comments. The King gave his approval and this became the first authorized version. This was known as the Great Bible because of its size. It was ordered to be in every parish church and chained to the pulpit where the people flocked to hear the Word of God read.

UNIT ONE


HOW W E GOT OUR BIBLE

LESSON FIVE

11. 
GENEVA BIBLE: In 1560 the Geneva Bible appeared prepared by reformers at Geneva. It was translated from original Greek and Hebrew. It was smaller in size and became popular. It was the Bible used by Shakespeare, Cromwell, John Bunyan, and was brought to America by the Pilgrims. It was important for the following reasons:


(a) It divided the text into verses.


(b) It used the more easily read Roman type.


(c) It was the first to use italics for those words the translators added for the sake of English idiom.

12. 
DOUAY BIBLE: In 1582 Roman Catholics translated the New Testament at Rheims. In 1610 they translated the Old Testament at Douay.  It includes the Apocrypha. It was translated from the Latin Vulgate and contains gross error. What is the Apocrypha? It is fourteen books included in the Roman Catholic


Bible and are not in the Protestant Bible. "Apocrypha" means hidden or secrete. They are not included in our Bible because:


(a) Scriptures are self-contained and absolutely complete with nothing lacking.


(b) There is no reference to the Apocrypha in the New Testament.


(c)There are three solemn warnings against adding to the Bible:



(i) Moses      - Deut. 4:2 



(ii) Solomon - Prov. 30:6 



(iii) John       - Rev. 22:18-19


(d) The Apocrypha is not acknowledged by orthodox Jews or the Christian church as being inspired.


(e) The Apocrypha contains a great deal of legendary nonsense and some gross historical errors.

13. 
KING JAMES VERSION: In 1611 appeared the King James Version. This is the translation now used by most English speaking people. Forty-seven scholars, authorized by King James made an exhaustive study of earlier versions. Ancient Hebrew and Greek texts were studied in order to obtain the best results. It has held first place for three hundred and fifty years.

14. 
REVISED VERSION: 1881, one hundred scholars 'from different denominations from England and America worked for over ten years. King James Version was used with the most ancient copies of the Scripture.

15. 
AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION: 1905. This took fifteen years to do and it divided the Bible into paragraphs.

16. 
REVISED STANDARD VERSION: In 1929 the copyright of the American Standard Version was transferred to the International Council of Religious Education, a body related to 40 major Protestant denominations. This council appointed a committee of scholars from 20 seminaries and universities to revise the Standard Version. The Revised Standard-Version of the~ New Testament was published in 1946, and the complete Bible was issued in 1952. This version reflects a liberal theology. We see this in the translation of the word "virgin", etc.


There are other translations into modern English that one may use: Moffatt, Weymouth, Amplified, etc. These help in the study of the, Bible and may be used as a source of reference. However, it is wise to keep to the King James Version as the main text of the Word of God as this is the version that God has used above all others in the salvation of souls.

UNIT ONE

SUPPOSED CONTRADICTIONS 
LESSON SIX

The Bible, if correctly interpreted, never contradict, itself. We are listing here a few of supposed contradictions with the proper explanations. This is another proof of the infallibility of the Bible.

1. 
GENEALOGIES OF OUR LORD:


(a) Matthew 1 - This is traced back on Joseph's side to Abraham to show Christ as the legal heir to the throne of Israel.


(b) Luke 3 - This is traced back on Mary's side to Adam emphasizing Christ's true humanity and to-show Him as the promised seed of the woman (Gen. 1:15).
2. 
TWO ACCOUNTS OF THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT: Matthew 5:1 - Jesus went up into the mountain.

Luke 6:17 - He came down with them.


There were TWO sermons - one preached in the mountain - the other in the plain - one preached to the disciples - the other to the crowd. Matthew 9:9 - Matthew was not at the first sermon.


Luke 6:15 - Matthew was at the second sermon.

3. 
INSCRIPTION ON THE CROSS:

Matt.
This is Jesus the King of the Jews.


Mark: 
the King of the Jews.


Luke:
This is the King of the Jews.


John: 
Jesus of Nazareth the King of the Jews. 


TOTAL: This is Jesus of Nazareth the King of the Jews. 


Undoubtedly the total inscription was written and only part of it recorded in the various gospels.

4. 
PAUL'S SUPPOSED MISTAKE: Numbers 25:9 - 24, 000 died.


1 Cor. 10:8 - 23, 000 died.


Paul writing under inspiration stated that 23, 000 died in one day.

5. 
MATTHEW'S SUPPOSED MISTAKE:


Matthew 27:9 - spoken by Jeremy the prophet saying... Zech. 11:12 & 13 -


Matthew writing under inspiration wrote that Jeremiah spoke these words.
Could not this be just as correct as Jude 14 regarding the prophecy of Enoch's although a similar prophecy is in Zechariah 14:5.
Jeremiah could have spoken it as well as Zechariah.

6.  
DAVID NUMBERING THE PEOPLE-:  


2 Samuel 24:9 and 1 Chron. 21:5.


Samuel tells us that the valiant men that drew the sword were 800, 000 while Chronicles says that all Israel were 1, 100, 000.

7.  
MATTHEW 28:19 and ACTS 2:38: This is no contradiction. Jesus did not tell His disciples to baptize, using the words Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. He told them to baptize in the NAME of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost. The words Father, Son, and Holy Ghost are not names but titles pointing to ONE PERSON who has ONE NAME. That name is JESUS.


There are other supposed contradictions and mistakes, but those given in this lesson are sufficient to prove that the Bible is absolutely accurate and in-fallible. How important that we study the Bible and understand the message it contains. We should never attempt to change in the slightest manner the Word of God. Three times are we solemnly warned against this:

Deut. 4:2   - Ye shall not add unto the word. . .

Prov. 30:6  - Add thou not unto his words... 

Rev. 22:18-19 - If any man shall add...

UNIT ONE

REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. Give three reasons why the Apocrypha is not included in the Protestant Bible.

2. Will the Word ever become scarce on earth again? Give Scriptural reference.

3. Explain clearly: Verbal Inspiration.

4. Show that the Bible never contradicts itself by explaining the supposed contra- dictions in the following:


(a) Genealogies of our Lord. Matt. 1 and Luke 3.


(b) Inscriptions. on the cross as recorded in the four gospels. 


(c) Two accounts of the Sermon on the mount.



Matt. 5 and Luke 6.


(d) Numbers 25:9 and 1 Cor. 10:8 


(e) Matthew 28:19 and Acts 2:38.

5. Define showing clearly the difference in meaning of the following terms: 


(a) Inspiration


(b) Revelation 


(c) Illumination

6. State five symbols of the Bible giving one Scriptural reference for each.

7.  State five reasons why we believe in the full inspiration of the Bible.

8. Give an example in the Bible where importance is placed upon the tense of a verb.

9. Give an example in the Bible where importance is placed upon a mere letter.

10. Explain clearly the meaning of: 


(a) Scriptures


(b) Manuscript 


(c) Vulgate.

11. Write a full note on the early Protestant reformer, Tyndale.

12.  When and by whom was the first English Bible printed?
UNIT TWO

ONE GOD
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UNIT TWO



GOD 



LESSON ONE
1. 
GOD AFFIRMS: God does not attempt to prove the truths of the Bible, nor does He argue with the human family. HE AFFIRMS.


"In the beginning God... " Gen. 1:1. The opening words of the Bible announces the existence of God. Scripture does not attempt to prove the existence of God; it asserts, assumes, and declares that the knowledge of God is universal. Scripture recognizes that men not only know of the existence of God, but have also a certain understanding as to who God is.


Romans 1:19-20 "For God hath shewed it unto them. For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clear-ly seen, being understood by the things that are made; even his eternal power and Godhead."

2.  
THE BEGINNING OF FAITH: Man everywhere believes in the existence of a Supreme Being to whom he is morally responsible. The heathen recognize the existence of a Supreme Being. This belief is innate in man and comes from rational intuition.


It is this fact that Satan challenges and it is on this point that we find the greatest battle in the world to day, the struggle between faith and unbelief.


It is here that man's faith begins. He must accept this inherent recognition of Deity and declare it that it might become an active force in his life. 


Hebrews 11:6 "For he that cometh to God must believe that he is and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him."

3. 
DEFINITIONS OF TERMS:


(a) INFIDEL - One who disbelieves in some religion, especially Christianity.


(b) SCEPTIC - One who takes a questioning attitude towards religion.


(c) AGNOSTIC - One who neither affirms nor denies the existence of God.


(d) ATHEIST - One who denies the existence of God.


(e) PANTHEIST - One who identifies the universe with God which denies the personality of God.

4. 
THE BIBLE'S DESCRIPTION OF AN ATHEIST:


Psalms 14:1 "The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God."


Here is the Bible's description of a professed atheist. No one but a fool will deny the fact of God. Whether or not there are any true atheists is questionable. Even professed atheists such as Khrushchev have been heard to refer to God in their conversation. Nevertheless every atheist is a fool. To deny that there is a God is to state that the very root of man's nature is a lie. God has wrought this truth of Himself in the very "Warp and Woof" of every man's nature.

5. 
THE RESULT OF A DENIAL OF GOD: 


The knowledge of God uplifts, cleanses, and sanctifies man. The greater the revelation that man has of God, the holier he will be. The contrary is true. When mail rejects the knowledge of God he opens the gates wide for a flood of immorality and uncleanliness. We see this happening in America today. With the removing of God from our schools we see a generation of agnostics and skeptics being raised and the result is a complete breakdown in standards and morals. Romans, chapter one very clearly states this fact.

UNIT TWO
  ARGUMENTS FOR THE EXISTENCE OF GOD 
  LESSON TWO

1.
 UNIVERSALITY OF BELIEF IN THE EXISTENCE OF GOD: The fact that every-where men believe in God is a strong argument in favour of its truth. This universal belief comes from within man being born with it.

2. 
ARGUMENT FROM CAUSE: COSMOLOGICAL: There is a cause for everything. How did it come about? Man and the universe are effects; there must be a cause. The world did not come into existence by itself any more than this set of Bible notes. It would be more sensible to walk into a library with thousands of books on the shelves and to claim there were no authors than to state this world did not have a creator. Man exists; but he owes his existence to some cause. Man is an effect; he has not always existed. He was created.

3. 
ARGUMENT FROM DESIGN: TELEOLOGICAL: The structure of a watch proves not only a maker but also a designer. The universe and nature prove a super-intending and originating intelligence and will.

4. 
ARGUMENT FROM BEING: ONTOLOGICAL: Man has an idea of an infinite and perfect Being. This idea did not come from ourselves. Therefore such a Being must exist and it cannot be just a mere thought.

5. 
MORAL ARGUMENT: ANTHROPOLOGICAL: Morality is obligatory, not optional. Man has an intellectual and a moral nature, a conscience, an emotional nature, and only a Being of goodness, power, love, wisdom, and holiness can satisfy such a nature. * As a result there must be a creator who is an intellectual, moral Being, a Judge, and Lawgiver.

6. 
ARGUMENT FROM CONGRUITY: If we have a key that fits the lock, we have the right key. Belief in a self-existent, personal God is in harmony with our mental and moral nature, and all the world around us. If God exists, all questions regarding creation, religion, nature, and human history are answered. Atheism leaves all these matters without explanation.

7. 
ARGUMENT FROM SCRIPTURE: The history of the Jews and fulfilled prophecy would not be explainable without God.

The above arguments are arguments of logic and are all quite sound. How-ever, it is the writer's opinion that the following argument is far more effective.

8. 
ARGUMENT FROM PERSONAL EXPERIENCE: Every Christian can testify of many experiences that he has had with a personal, living God. This alone is sufficient proof that God lives. These experiences may be divided under four main headings:

(a)  God answers prayers. The fact that man prays and prayers are answered is proof of the existence of God.

(b) God saves the soul of a sinner. This is not just a little religious emotion but the power of God is experienced in having sins remitted, sinful habits broken, and in being born again.

(c)  God heals sick bodies. Each time a miracle takes place in the healing of a sick body we have proof of the existence of God.

(d)  Man has fellowship with his God. This undoubtedly is the strongest argument of all and all the proof that is needed. That man is able to experience the real presence of God in his soul leaves no room for further argument.


In answering an atheist the best approach is to ask him what atheism has done for him. It is an easy matter to testify of what a living faith has done for us and what unbelief has cost him.

UNIT TWO 

THERE IS ONLY ONE GOD 

LESSON THREE

1.
 ONE TRUE GOD: There are over fifty passages of Scripture that teach that God is one and that there is no other. No other truth of Scripture receives more prominence than that of the Oneness of God.


Deut. 6:4
"Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God is one Lord". 


Isaiah 44:8 "Is there a God beside me? yea, there is no God; I know not any. "


1 Tim. 2:5  "There is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus."


James 2:19 "Thou believest, that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble."


Further references:  Isaiah 45:5


Isaiah 46:9


Mark 12:32


1 Cor. 8:4 


Rev. 4:2


A multiplication of Gods is a contradiction; there can be but one Being: one Supreme God. Such a Being cannot be multiplied, nor pluralized. There can be but one ultimate all-inclusive God.


The Oneness of God is the great truth and message of the Old Testament. The Jews sought to stone Jesus because He laid claim to Deity; and said, "For a good work we stone thee not; but for blasphemy and because that thou being a man, makest thyself God." The truth taught in the Old Testament is never contradicted in the New Testament but rather fulfilled.

2. 
THE TRINITY EXAMINED: The word "Trinity" is not in the Bible. The doctrine called the Trinity was introduced by the Roman Catholic synod at the beginning of the third century at the Nicean Council in 325 A. D. The Athasasian Creed later made the Trinity a fundamental tenet. It kept company with other Roman Catholic tenets such as: Transubstantiation, Indulgences, Mariolatry, Infallibility of the Pope, Purgatory, etc. Unfortunately, when Protestants repudiated the above fallacies they held on to the error of the Trinity maintaining a vital link with the false and unscriptural creeds of the Roman Catholic Church.

The word "Persons" when used regarding the Godhead does violence to the absolute Oneness of God. Dividing God into three persons makes three Gods which is Tri-theism regardless of how it may be argued otherwise. God is the "three in One"; not the "One in Three". The doctrine of the Trinity leads to much confusion and contradiction.

3.
 ELOHIM:
Elohim is a Hebrew word in the plural form translated "God" in our Bibles. Trinitarians will argue that this means a plurality of persons in the Godhead. To answer this we shall quote from Smith's Bible Dictionary: "The plural form of Elohim has given rise to much discussion.  The fanciful idea, that it referred to the Trinity of Persons in the Godhead, hardly finds now a supporter among scholars. It is either what grammarians call the plural of majesty, or it denotes the fullness of divine strength, the sum of powers displayed by God. "


The question might be asked: "Why did the Jews, knowing that Elohim was plural, cling so tenaciously to the Oneness of God?"


Elohim is applied to Christ in the following Scriptures:


Zech. 11:412, 13,
- Elohim was sold for thirty pieces of silver.


Zech.
14:5
- Elohim is coming back as King.


Zech.
12:10
- Elohim was pierced at Calvary.


The true significance of Elohim is a plurality of attributes and powers.

UNIT TWO

GOD IS SPIRIT 


LESSON FOUR
1. 
GOD IS SPIRIT:

John 4:24 "God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and truth."


The Samaritan woman asked, "Where is God to be found? On Mt. Zion or Mt. Gerizim?" To this question Jesus answered that God is not to be confined to any one place.


Acts 7:48
- "Howbeit the most High dwelleth not in temples made with hands; as saith the prophet, Heaven is my footstool: what house will ye build me?"


1 Kings 8:27 - "Behold, the heaven and heaven of heavens cannot contain thee."


God must be worshipped in spirit as distinguished from place, form, or other sensual limitations; and in truth as distinguished from false conceptions and wrong teachings.


Study carefully 1 Cor. 2:6-16. We cannot understand or know God other-wise than by the leading and help of His Spirit.

2.  
GOD IS INVISIBLE:  Apart from Jesus Christ the Eternal Spirit cannot be Exodus 33:20 "And he said, Thou canst not see my face: for there shall no man see me, and live. " John 1:18 "No man hath seen God at any time." Luke 24:39 "For a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have."


Col. 1:15
"Who is the image of the invisible God."


1 Tim. 1:17 "Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be honour and glory, for ever and ever."

3.
 IMAGES FORBIDDEN: Images were forbidden because: 


(i) No one had seen God;


(ii) Nothing on earth can resemble Him. 


References: Deut. 4:15-23; Isa. 40:25; Exodus 20:4.


Jesus Christ is the express image of his person (Hebrews 1:3). As such God can only be seen in the face of Jesus Christ.

4. 
ANTHROPOMORPHIC EXPRESSIONS: God is spoken of as having hands, feet, arms, eyes and ears. He sees, feels, walks, etc. Such expressions as relating to the Father, the Eternal Spirit, are to be understood only in the sense of being human expressions used in order to bring the infinite within the comprehension of the finite. Only by means of human expressions can we understand God.


However, all this we have in Christ. Man is body, soul, and spirit, but he is just one man. Even so God has been manifested to us as the Father, and then in the flesh as the Son, and now in the power of His Spirit. Not three Gods nor persons - this is an unscriptural term and ought never to be used when referring to God - but one God in threefold manifestation.


Therefore in Christ God does have hands, feet, arms, etc. and sees, feels, walks, etc. However this is only true of God in Christ Jesus, God manifested in the flesh.

5. 
SUMMARY OF THIS TRUTH: Apart from the person of the Lord Christ, God the Eternal Spirit, is -


(i)  Spirit


(ii) Invisible


(iii) Incorporeal


(iv) Without parts


(v)  Without body


(vi) Free from all limitations


(vii) Apprehended not by the soul


(viii) Above sensuous perceptions


(ix) not a material Being

UNIT TWO

THE ATTRIBUTES O F GOD 

LESSON FIVE

1. 
DEFINITION OF ATTRIBUTES: By attributes we mean the characteristics and qualities of God. As Water is wet and Fire is hot, so God is eternal, immutable, holy, etc. These attributes are classified into two classes: the Natural, and the Moral. As it is not our intention to go into a comprehensive study of the divine attributes we shall simply name a few of the most familiar ones and not classify them.

2. 
THE OMNISCIENCE OF GOD: This means that God is perfect in knowledge; He knows everything. He has perfect knowledge of all that will transpire among the human family and nations. Daniel chapters 2, 8, and 12. Acts 15:18 "Known unto God are all His ways from the beginning of the world." Read Isaiah 46:9-10.


References: Job 11:7-8; Isaiah 40:26-27; Job 37:16; Matt. 10:29-30; Psalm 139:2-3; 1 John 3:20; Proverbs 15:3; Proverbs 5:21


NOTE: We must not confound the foreknowledge of God with His fore-ordination. The fact that God knows a thing makes that thing certain but not necessary. Man still has the responsibility for his own acts.


Also note that there is one thing that God does not know which is another God beside himself.

3.  THE OMNIPOTENCE OF GOD: This means that God is perfect in power. Power admits no bound or limitations.


Job 42:2 "I know that thou canst do anything." Gen. 18:14 "Is anything too hard for the Lord?" Satan has now power over any of God's children only as God permits. God raises up a standard against Satan just as He sets a bar to the waves of the (Job 1:12; 2: 6; Luke 22: 31- 32).

4.  THE OMNIPRESENCE OF GOD: This means that God is everywhere at all times. His center is everywhere; His circumference is nowhere. Jer. 23:23-24 "Do not I fill heaven and earth? saith the Lord." Speak to Him then for He listens: and nearer than hands and feet. God is never so far off as even to be near; He is within. Our spirit is the home He holds most dear. The omnipresence of God is not only a detective truth; it is also protective (Detective to the sinner, but protective to the saint.)


References:  Psalm 139:17-18
Matt. 28:20


Gen. 16:13
Acts 7:48


2 Chron. 2:6
Acts 17:24-28 


Grouping the above three attributes -


Psalm 139:1-6 The omniscience of God.


Psalm 139:7-12
The omnipresence of God. 


Psalm 139:13-19 The omnipotence of God. Christ has these attributes proving His Deity:


John 3:13  - On earth and in heaven  - omnipresence of Christ 


Matt. 28:18  - There is no other power  - omnipotence of Christ 


John 16:30, also John 21:17   - omniscience of Christ

5. 
THE HOLINESS OF GOD: This is the attribute with which God would have us remember Him more than any other. The visions which God gave to Job, Moses and Isaiah show this very definitely. Some thirty times does the prophet Isaiah speak of God as "The Holy One".

It is because of this attribute more than others that God cannot fellowship with sinful man. It is not God's omnipotence and man's weakness which hinders fellowship nor yet the fact that God is perfect in knowledge and man is limited in knowledge. It is rather because of God's holiness and man's sinfulness. It is because of this that God desires us to remember Him by His attribute of holiness.


The holiness of God demanded that the blood of millions of lambs, goats, bullocks, turtle doves, etc. be shed whereby man might approach unto God. In the New Testament we can only approach God through the blood of the man Christ Jesus.


The construction of the Tabernacle with its holy and most holy place, into which the High Priest entered once every year with blood; the ten commandments with all their moral commands; the laws of clean and unclean animals - all speak to us of the holiness of God. God is apart from all evil and there is absolutely nothing unholy in Him.


1 John 1:5 "God is light, and in him is no darkness at all."


God hates sin and to Him it is vile and detestable. The infinite distance between the sinner and God is because of sin. The sinner and God are at opposite poles of the moral universe. Herein lies the need of atonement whereby this awful distance is bridged.


We shall have right views of sin when we get right views of God's holiness. The approach to a holy God must be through the merits of Jesus Christ and on the ground of righteousness which is Christ's and which in the natural we do not possess (Phil. 3:9).


References:


Isaiah 59:2; Isaiah 41:14; Isaiah 6:3-5; Acts 3:14; 1 Peter 1:15; Rev. 4:8

6.
 THE IMMUTABILITY OF GOD: This means that God does not change. Time and change are together denied of God. There is no past, present, or future with God. Everything is one great living present. It is not possible that God should possess an attribute at one time that He does not possess at another. James 1:17 "The Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning."


Malachi 3:6 "I am the Lord, I change not..."

7. 
THE ETERNITY OF GOD: This attribute is closely connected to that of immutability. It simply means that God dwells in eternity and time has no effect upon Him. With Him there is no past nor future but one eternal present.


Psalms 90:2 "From everlasting to everlasting, thou are God." Habakkuk 1:12 "Art thou not from everlasting, O Lord my God?" Exodus 3:14 "I am that I am... "


The past, present, and future lie in these words for the title of Jehovah. I AM the eternally present One; the self-existent One.

8. 
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE OMNIPRESENCE OF GOD AND THE ETERNITY OF GOD: There is a direct relation between space and time. This may be worked out scientifically. Actually God could not be omnipresent if He were not the I AM. Filling the universe with His presence He sees the past as now. How we should rejoice that our past is blotted out under the blood of Jesus. Otherwise our sins would continuously appear as happening now in the eyes of our God.

9.
 DOES GOD REPENT? If God is immutable how can God repent? Genesis 6:6 "And it repented the Lord that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart."


Actually God never changes His mind. There is no necessity for this for His foreknowledge tells Him beforehand of every act upon the part of man. God character never changes but His dealings with men change as they change from ungodliness to godliness and from disobedience to obedience. When a man bi-cycling against the wind, turns about and goes with the wind, the wind seems to have changed although it is blowing just the same as it was before. It was the man who changed; not the wind.

10. 
GOD IS LOVE:


1 John 4:16 "God is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him."


It would appear that love is more than an attribute. It expresses the very essence of God's nature. It should be considered along with the statements, "God is light" 1 John 1:5, and "God is Spirit" John 4:24. These are not just characteristics but the very essence of God's Being.


The love of God is greater than human comprehension. It is beyond measure and understanding. The love of God is of such a nature that it is extended to all men everywhere at all times.  He loves every man regardless of colour, nationality, and culture. He does not love the sins and habits of man but He loves the soul of man and He constantly has the physical and spiritual welfare of man at heart.


The Cross of Calvary is the highest expression of the love of God for sinful man.


John 3:16 "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life."

 Romans 5:8 "But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us."


References: 
Isaiah 38:17


Isaiah 49:15-16



Isaiah 63:9


1 John 4:9-10

11.
 DOES GOD HATE?

Proverbs 6:16 "These six things doth the Lord hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto him."


The nature of love demands a hatred for that which would injure or destroy the object of that love. God loves the sinner but hates sin. There is nothing inconsistent here. Rather God would not love the sinner if He did not at the same time hate that which is hurting the sinner. This hatred along with God's anger is not a carnal human emotion but rather the reaction of a holy God to sin which is expressed in terms that man can understand.


God's nature is not vindictive but rather indicative.

12.  GOD IS RIGHTEOUS AND JUST: These attributes are further expressions of God's holiness.
In the fact that God is righteous we see His love for holiness; in the fact that He is just we see His hatred for sin. Because God is righteous there is an imposing of righteous laws and demands upon his children; because God is just there is an executing of penalties which are attached to these laws. God always does that which is right and His justice is free from all passion and vindictiveness.
It is these attributes that demand a propitiation for sin before the sinner can be justified.


References:  Psalm 116:5; Psalm 145:17; Ezra 9:15; Jeremiah 12:1
UNIT TWO 


GOD IS CREATOR 

LESSON SIX

1.
 GOD IS' THE CREATOR OF THE UNIVERSE AND MAN:


Genesis 1:1 "In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth." Genesis 1:27"So God created man in his own image."


John 1: 3 "All things were made by him; and without him was not anything made that was made."


The universe did not exist from eternity, nor was it made from existing matter. It did not proceed as an emanation from the infinite but was summoned into being by the decree of God. The true record of creation is given in the first chapter of Genesis. Evolution as taught in our schools is a false theory which cannot be proven and is aimed at destroying the faith in God's Word. God spoke the world into being and created from that which does not appear. Hebrews 11:3 "Through faith we understand that the worlds, were framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear."

2.
 GOD SUSTAINS CERTAIN RELATIONS TO THE UNIVERSE AND MAN: Hebrews 1:3
"... upholding all things by the word of his power..."


Col. 1:17
"... and by him all things consist."


Psalm 104:27-30 "... that thou mayest give them their meat in due season..."


Psalm 75:6-7
"For promotion cometh neither from the east, nor from the west..."

(a) All things are held together by Him; if not, this old world would go to pieces quickly. Not blind chance, but a personal God is at the helm.


(b) The physical supplies for all God's creatures are in His hand: He feeds them all.


(c) God has His hand in history, guiding and shaping the affairs of nations.

(d) God's care is described with great detail: The sparrows, the lilies, the hairs of the head, and the tears of His children.

3. MAN CREATED IN GOD'S IMAGE:

Genesis 1:26-27 "And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness... "


"So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him. "


Genesis 2:7
"And the Lord formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life. "


We shall be studying this subject again and at that time shall be dealing with it in greater detail.


Undoubtedly man being created in the image of his creator has reference more to the intellectual and righteous nature of God than to a physical likeness However, God had a body in which He was going to manifest Himself, a body which was only in His mind and plan until it was conceived in the womb of the virgin Mary when the Word was made flesh. In other words if there is any reference to a physical likeness it would be to the Son of God, the man Christ Jesus.

4. 
THE MEANING OF THE PERSONAL PRONOUNS "US" AND "OUR": Actually, verse twenty-seven makes the meaning very clear. The singular personal pro-nouns. "His" and "He", states clearly that creation was the work of ONE Divine Person. Also verses 3 and 10 of the first chapter of John's gospel makes this clear. "The world was made by Him" (Jesus).


The meaning of "us" and "our" here must have the same explanation as in Gen. 3:23-24 and Isaiah 6:1-8. In these verses the personal pronouns clearly refer to God and the cherubim, and to God and the seraphims. In each case the plural pronouns referred to God and the angels. He did not counsel with the angels in the sense of seeking instruction (Isaiah 40:12-14). However He did take them into His confidence. Creation was not done in secret.

UNIT TWO


REVIEW QUESTIONS

1.
Define the following terms: 






(i) attribute 





(ii) infidel 





(iii) atheist




(iv) agnostic




(v) anthropomorphic 






(vi) theophany




(vii) omniscience

2.  
(a) State FOUR attributes of God.

(b) Write ONE Scripture giving reference for each attribute named. (c) State clearly the meaning of each attribute named.

3. 
(a) Give TWO examples of a theophany .in the Old Testament. 

    
(b) Give the Scripture reference for these.

4. Give THREE verses of Scripture to prove the Oneness of Deity.

5. 
(a) God is immutable. Explain how it may be said that God repents.

  
(b) God is love. Explain how it may be said that God hates.

  
(c) God is Spirit. Explain the statement that man was made in the image of God.

6.
Outline the method by which you would deal with an atheist.

UNIT THREE 
GOD MANIFESTED

LESSON  ONE 
 -GOD IS ONE PERSON

LESSON TWO  
-THE INCARNATION

LESSON THREE
-THE PERFECT HUMANITY OF CHRIST

LESSON FOUR
-THE DEITY OF JESUS CHRIST

LESSON FIVE
-THE MIGHTY GOD IN CHRIST JESUS

LESSON SIX
-THE ONENESS TRUTH ANSWERS ALL QUESTIONS

REVIEW QUESTIONS

UNIT THREE



GOD I S ONE PERSON 
 

LESSON ONE

1.
 ONE PERSON: There is a difference of understanding in the definition of the word, "person". Some understand person to mean the body or appearance, the visible expression. If we accept this definition, then clearly God, the Father, is not a person, for He is Spirit.


On the other hand others understand person to be associated with personality, individuality, self-consciousness, self-determination, etc. If we accept this definition, then God, the Father, is a person. However, this still will not make two or three persons in the Godhead. There is only one God and only one personality of Deity. This personality is the one and the same whether seen Jehovah in the Old Testament or as Jesus in the New Testament.

2. 
PERSONALITY OF GOD: In both the Old and New Testaments man is able to have fellowship with God. Man is able to talk to God and have communion with His Maker. We must never think of God as being just an impersonal force or influence. He is a personal God who loved us and manifested Himself in flesh to die for us. As such He has personality but He is still one God, one Divine Person.

3.
 MAN IS BODY, SOUL, AND SPIRIT, BUT ONE PERSON: The titles Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, are freely used in the Scriptures but this fact does not make three persons nor three Gods. The Bible declares that Father, Son, a Holy Ghost is one person.


1 John 5:7 "There are three that bear record in heaven, the Father the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one." To understand this truth let us consider man. He is spirit, soul, and body; but he is one person, and bears one name. The three titles do not make three persons anymore than body, soul, and spirit make three persons. In Col. 1: 3 we read these words: "We give thanks to God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ... " 


Please note: "God and the Father"; does this make two persons?

4. 
GOD MANIFESTED:

1 Timothy 3:16 "And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh..."


The Amplified New Testament reads: "He (God) was made visible in human flesh. " This is one of the key verses that can only be understood by revelation and yet must be understood if we are to grasp an understanding of the Godhead.


In the past God has manifested Himself in many ways to man. In creation Mt. Sinai, in the Theophanies, in the tabernacle, God manifested Himself in a measure to man and man was able to have a certain knowledge of God. However, in the one Scripture that speaks of God being manifested we have the greatest knowledge of God ever given for in the incarnation Christ is the exp image of the invisible God (Hebrews 1: 3).


On this thought let us quote from Adam Clarke's Commentary on his no on John 17:6.


"A little of the Divine nature was known by the works of creation; a little more was known by the Mosaic revelation; but the full manifestation of God, His nature, and His attributes, came only through the revelation of Christ. " - Adam Clarke.

5. 
THE MYSTERY OF GODLINESS: The mystery of godliness is God manifesting Himself in flesh; the mystery of iniquity is flesh manifesting itself as God.


These are contrasted in the Scriptures and man has his choice. If he does not accept the mystery of godliness, he will be compelled to accept the mystery of iniquity.

6.
LOGOS:

John 1:1 "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God."


"Word" is translated from the Greek "Logos". This Greek word, "Logos" means not only the expression of an inward thought but also the thought itself. This word might be better left not translated but for the sake of understanding we might attempt to define the meaning of "Logos". We might say that the meaning of LOGOS is DEITY EXPRESSED. In other words the "Logos" is the expression of the invisible God. The Schofield Bible says, "Deity told out". Just as a man's thinking and expression of that thinking cannot be separated from the man himself and is in essence part of his very being, not another person, so it is with God. The Scripture written by the apostle under inspiration to safeguard against the error of another person clearly states: THE LOGOS WAS GOD.

7. 
DUAL NATURE OF JESUS CHRIST: Jesus Christ in the incarnation possessed a dual nature: divinity and humanity. Note well that Jesus Christ was not two persons nor did He possess two personalities. But He was God-man, the Word--Incarnate, God manifested in flesh. As a human being He was the Son; as God He was the Father. As the Son many times He spoke and acted as a man; as the Father many times He spoke and acted as God. Once this truth is under-stood the door is open to a clear understanding of just who Jesus really is: THE MIGHTY GOD IN CHRIST: JEHOVAH-SAVIOUR.

8. 
JESUS CHRIST IS NOT THE ETERNAL SON: The "eternal Son" theory is not Scriptural. It came as the result of the Trinitarian theory and teaches a second person in the Godhead. Jesus Christ in the flesh was the begotten Son (John 3:16). The words "begotten" and "eternal" mean the very opposite and contradict each other.


Let us quote from Adam Clarke's Commentary on his "Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee":


"The human nature of our blessed Lord was begotten by the energy of the Holy Spirit in the womb of the blessed virgin; for as to his Divine nature, which is allowed to be God, it could neither be created nor begotten... the doctrine of the eternal Sonship of Christ is absolutely irreconcilable to reason, and contradictory to itself. Eternity is that which has had no beginning, nor stands with any reference to time: Son supposes time, generation, and father; and time also antecedent to such generation: therefore the rational conjunction of these two terms, Son and eternity, is absolutely impossible, as they imply essentially different and opposite ideas. "-Adam Clarke Also quoting from his note on Luke 1: 35:


". . . the doctrine of the eternal Sonship of Christ is, in my opinion, anti-scriptural, and highly dangerous... This doctrine of the eternal Sonship destroys the deity of Christ... This doc-trine of the eternal Sonship, I must and do consider as an awful heresy." - Adam Clarke

UNIT THREE


THE INCARNATION 

LESSON TWO

1. 
INCARNATION:


John 1:14 "And the Word became flesh (human, incarnate) and tabernacled among us". - Amplified New Testament.


The dictionary meaning of "to incarnate" is given as "to embody in flesh". In the incarnation the Logos became flesh (John 1:14) and God was manifest in the flesh (1 Tim. 3:16). This is correct Scriptural terminalogy. God could not be born of Mary but He did manifest Himself in that flesh that was born of Mary. The flesh that was born was the Logos incarnate.


This does not make two per- sons for the Logos was God.


We are able to say with Charles Wesley, "veiled in flesh, the Godhead see!


hail, the Incarnate Deity!"

2.
 QUOTATION FROM THE WRITINGS OF BROTHER ANDREW URSHAN: The thought of the incarnation can be explained clearly by quoting here a paragraph written by our late Brother Andrew Urshan:


"Our Lord before He came in the flesh; He eternally existed as "God-and-Word", notice: He was not only the Word of God (Logos), but also the very God, just as His beloved apostle said, "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God and the Word-was-God. " Here our Lord is declared to be both God and THE WORD. The reader must also notice that God did not become flesh and God was manifested in that flesh. So to say "God incarnate" is not right; for God cannot be begotten nor can He be born of a woman, but to say the Word incarnate and God was in that personified Word reconciling the world unto Him-self, yet remaining in His Heavenly habitation, without any change whatever in His glorious and omnipresent Being, is scriptural teaching. Hence Jesus Christ was not only that limited human personality, He was all that as the Son (the Word), but infinitely more, He was "the mighty God and the Everlasting Father" also. See Isaiah 9:6, John 1:1, etc. Herein lies the great mystery of Godliness. "God was manifested (not by the flesh) but in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up INTO GLORY. "The Witness of God", December 1958.

3. 
WHERE?

Micah 5:2 "But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah.. , everlasting. "


Bethlehem is one of the oldest towns in Palestine, and while the Gentiles controlled it, it was called Ephratah. We note that "Bethlehem" and "Ephratah" are linked together for the "incarnation". This shows that both Jew and Gen-tile are brought together in the plan of redemption.


Bethlehem is approximately six miles from Jerusalem. This is David's native town and the story of Ruth took place here. Benjamin was born here and Rachel died here.

4.
 WHEN?

Galatians 4:4 "But when the fullness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law.


Romans 5:6
". . . in due time Christ died for the ungodly."


Matt. 1:17 The fourteenth generation of the third cycle.


The first advent of our Lord was right on time in God's program. This tells us that His second advent will also be right on time.

5.
WHY?


John 10:10
"I am come that they might have life... abundantly."


1 Tim. 1:15
". . . Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners."


The purpose of the incarnation was to provide a sacrificial Lamb for the atonement. Christ was born in order to die on Calvary.

UNIT THREE

THE PERFECT HUMANITY OF CHRIST
 
LESSON THREE 
1.
 PERFECT HUMANITY: Jesus Christ was God-man: very God and perfect man. We do not use the word "perfect" with Deity for there are no degrees of perfection with God but there are degrees of perfection with man. Accordingly we say that Jesus was very God and perfect man.


Jesus was a perfect man but such statements as: "Mary was the mother of God Almighty", and "The Blood of Calvary was the Blood of God" are incorrect and must be qualified. There is a truth embraced in such statements for God was manifested in the flesh which was born and which died and the Word- Incarnate was God. However, God Almighty could neither be begotten nor die. There is no Scripture to prove that the flesh of Jesus was not the same as ours, only, in that the Lord took on flesh and blood like the children (Heb. 2:14). This passage proves that the Father, God, manifested Himself in flesh in order to save His children.

2.
 HE IS CALLED A MAN: No less than eighty times in the Gospels does Jesus call Himself "The Son of Man". References are made to: (i) The Seed of Abraham; (ii) The Seed of David; (iii) The Lineage of David; (iv) The Seed of the Woman. Some other references:


1 Timothy 2:5 "There is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus."


"And being found in fashion as a man..."


". . . the young child with Mary his mother..."


Phil. 2:8 Matt. 2:11

3.
HE HAD THE APPEARANU E OF A MAN:

John 4: 9
"How is it that thou being a Jew?"


Luke 24:18 "Art thou only a stranger in Jerusalem? John 20:15 "She supposing Him to be a gardener."

4. 
HE EXPERIENCED ALL THE INFIRMITIES OF MAN EXCEPT SIN: 


Hebrews 4:15  "...was tempted in all points like as we are yet without sin."


Matthew 26:38 "My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death." 


Matthew 4:2 ". . . he was afterward an hungered."


Matthew 8:24 ". . , but he was asleep"


John 4: 6


John 11: 35 ". . . being wearied with his journey." "Jesus wept."


John 19:28


"Jesus... saith, I thirst."

5.
 AS A MAN HE WAS THE SON: Sonship denotes beginning, also a relation to time and place. Only as He became a man was He able to become the only begotten Son. (John 3:16) Not an eternal son nor a created son but a son that was conceived in the womb of Mary.  As a son He grew and matured and was subject to the Father. As a son He tasted of our infirmities and weaknesses and was tempted in every point.

6. PURPOSE OF HIS HUMANITY AND SONSHIP: The purpose of the Sonship was
(a)  That He might become our Redeemer. The necessity of the atonement demanded that there be a sinless sacrifice offered up in our stead. Only God could provide such a sacrifice (Hebrews 2:14).

(b) That He might become our Mediator. weaknesses through His omniscience and also by way of actual experience (Hebrews 4:15).

(c) That He might become our King. In order to have a Kingdom there must be a King. He reigns now in our hearts but soon He shall come to reign on this earth (Matthew 26:64).

(d) That He might be our Judge (Acts 17: 31).

UNIT THREE
THE DEITY OF JESUS CHRIST 
LESSON FOUR
1. 
HE WAS CALLED GOD:


John 1:1 "The Word was God."


Hebrews 1:8 "But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever."


John 20:28 "My Lord and my God. " Absolute Deity is here ascribed to Christ. This is not an expression of amazement but a confession of faith. Jesus accepts this confession and worship from Thomas.


Romans 9:5 "God blessed for ever."


Titus 2:13 "The great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ."


Jude 25 "To the only wise God our Saviour."


1 John 5:20 "This is the true God, and eternal life." This verse reveals to us the mystery that was hid from ages but now is revealed to us: God in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself and Christ in you the hope of glory (Col. 1:27).

2.
 HE WAS CALLED THE SON OF GOD:


Matt. 16:16 "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God." It was upon this revelation, this truth of His Deity, that Jesus said He would build His church.


Matt. 8:29


"Jesus, thou Son of God?" This shows that the demons know who He was.


Matt. 14: 33 "Of a truth thou art the Son of God."


Luke 22:70 "And they all said, You are the Son of God, then? And He said to them, "It is just as you say; I am." - Amplified New Testament.

3. 
HE WAS CALLED THE FIRST AND THE LAST: This title was given to Jehovah in the Old Testament and to Jesus Christ in the New Testament. The trinitarian doctrine states that Jesus is the second person in the Godhead, The Bible clearly refutes this by saying that Jesus is both the first and the last showing that He is the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.


Isaiah 48:12 "I am the first, I also am the last."


Isaiah 41:4 "I the Lord, the first, and with the last: I am he." "I am the first, and I am the Last; and beside me there is no God."


Isaiah 44:6 "I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty."


Rev.1:17 "I am the first and the last."


Rev. 22:13 "I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last."

4.
 JESUS IS THE "I AM":

John 8:58 "Before Abraham was, I am."


That is to say: Abraham was dependent upon Jesus, not Jesus upon him for existence. Abraham came into being at a certain point of time but Jesus is the eternally present One; the self-existent One dwelling in the eternal present.


This title "I AM" is positive indisputable proof that Jehovah in the Old Testament is Jesus Christ in the New Testament.

5. 
PRE-EXISTENCE OF JESUS CHRIST:


John 1:1
"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God."


Hebrews 7: 3 "... having neither beginning of days, nor end of life."


Note well that it was His deity, not His humanity that pre-existed. Before Mary was overshadowed by the Holy Ghost, the Son existed only in the mind and plan of God. There is absolutely no Scriptural foundation for the Eternal Son-ship theory.

6. 
DIVINE ATTRIBUTES POSSESSED BY JESUS CHRIST: The divine attributes of Omnipotence, Omniscience, and Omnipresence are possessed by Jesus Christ. Are there two omnipotent beings? Are there two persons in the Godhead who are omniscient and omnipresent? We know that this is impossible. Jesus Christ cannot possess those three attributes of Deity unless He be Deity.


(a) OMNIPOTENCE: 


Matthew 28:18 "All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth."


POWER over disease ..... Luke 4:38-41-


over death ....John 11


over nature ..... John 2


over tempest ..... Matthew 8:23-27


over demons ..... Luke 4:35, 36, 41


over all things ..... Hebrews 2:8


(b)  OMNISCIENCE:

John 2:24-25 "He knew all men... for He knew what was in man.


John 16: 30  "Now are we sure that thou knowest all things... "


Colossians 2:3 "In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge."


(c) OMNIPRESENCE:


Matthew 18:20 "For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them."

7. 
DIVINE PREROGATIVES POSSESSED BY JESUS CHRIST: There are three divine prerogatives possessed by Jesus Christ that we shall mention here: 


(i) The right to be worshipped;


(ii) The right to forgive sins;


(iii) The right and power to create.


If Jesus Christ possesses these three prerogatives, then He is God. There is actually no need to continue our study further. This fact alone is conclusive proof of the oneness of the Godhead in spite of all the arguments of sceptics and unbelievers to the contrary. Does Jesus Christ possess these prerogatives The following notes will show that He does:


(a) JESUS CHRIST ACCEPTED WORSHIP AND ENCOURAGED IT: Matthew 14:33 "Then they... worshipped him. "


Matthew 15:25 "Then came she and worshipped him."


Luke 24:52 "And they worshipped him. "


There is not the slightest reluctance on the part of Christ to accept worship, therefore either Christ is God or He was an impostor. It was He who said, "Worship God only", and He had no right to take the place of God if He were not God. Even the angels are commanded to worship Him (Hebrews 1:6; Philippians 2:10).


(b) JESUS CHRIST FORGAVE SIN: All sin is against God and therefore only God can forgive sin. It was for this reason that the Pharisees charged Jesus with blasphemy. If Jesus Christ can forgive sin, then it is evident that He must be God.


Genesis 39:9 "How then can I. . . sin against God?"


Psalms 51:4 "Against thee, thee only, have I sinned..." 


Luke 7:41-42 "Jesus shows that sins are committed against Himself."


Luke 7:48 "And he said unto her, Thy sins are forgiven."


(c) JESUS CHRIST IS CREATOR: Jesus showed He is the Great Creator by:



(i) turning water into wine ..... John 2:1-11



(ii) feeding the five thousand..... John 6:1-13



(iii) walking on the water ..... John 6:19



(iv) quieting the storm
..... Mark 4:39


John 1: 3 "All things were made by Him." Are there two Creators? There is only One - Jesus Christ. References: Psalms 104; Proverbs 30:4; Col. 1:16-17; Hebrews 2:10.

UNIT THREE
THE MIGHTY GOD INJESUS CHRIST 
LESSON FIVE 

1.
THE MIGHTY GOD IN CHRIST JESUS:

2 Corinthians 5:19 "To wit, that God was in Christ, Reconciling the world unto himself." 


Once we can understand the truth expressed in this Scripture the revelation of the Oneness of the Godhead and the Deity of Jesus Christ becomes clear. We see Jesus Christ as both God and man, God manifesting Himself as flesh, and God in that human temple to reconcile the world to Himself. Are there two persons who are reconciling us to themselves? No, certainly not. "All things are of God, who hath reconciled us to HIMSELF by Jesus Christ."

2. 
FULNESS OF THE GODHEAD DWELLS IN JESUS CHRIST: Colossians 2:9 "For in him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily."


Let us quote two other versions of this Scripture:



"For in Him the whole fullness of Deity (the Godhead) continues to dwell in bodily form." - Amplified New Testament.


"For it is in Christ that the complete being of the Godhead dwells embodied." - The New English Bible.


Actually we need no other Scripture apart from Col. 2:9 to prove conclusively the Oneness truth. Anyone who argues for the theory of the Trinity must first clip this Scripture from his Bible.


Let us examine this Scripture by asking ourselves a few questions: 


(i) Is Jesus in the Godhead or is the Godhead in Jesus? The trinitarians say that Jesus is in the Godhead. The Bible says that the Godhead is in Jesus.
Whom shall we believe?


(ii) Are there THREE foulnesses of the Godhead? Certainly not. There is only one fullness of the Godhead who dwells in Jesus Christ.


(iii) Is there only a part of the fullness of the Godhead in Jesus? The Bible says ALL THE FULNESS not just a part of the fullness.


(iv) What does this Scripture tell us? It tells us that all the offices and manifestations of God,. His attributes and the essence of His very Being, are all in Jesus Christ. It tells us that the only place we can find the Father is in Jesus Christ. Likewise the only place we can find the Son and the Holy Ghost is in Jesus Christ.

3.
 ONENESS OF THE FATHER AND JESUS CHRIST: 


John 10: 30 "I and my Father are one."


John 14:9
"He that hath seen me hath seen the Father." 


John 17:22 "That they may be one, even as we are one."


The Jews understood Jesus far better than most people today. They under-stood that He claimed oneness with the Father and it was for this reason they were going to stone Him. Jesus told Philip that when we see Him we see the Father. Shall we see the Father apart from Jesus Christ? No, NEVER!

4. 
JESUS CHRIST IS JEHOVAH-


(a) SAUL OF TARSUS SAW JESUS AS JEHOVAH:

Acts 9:5 "And he said, Who art thou, Lord (Jehovah)? And the Lord (Jehovah) said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest."


Here Jesus testifies that He is Jehovah of the OLD TESTAMENT. 


(b) STEPHEN SAW JESUS AS GOD:


Acts 7:59 "And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying Lord Jesus, receive my spirit."


How many did Stephen see? Certainly only one. Whom did Stephen see? Jesus Christ. What name did Stephen give God? Lord Jesus. Many would like to think that this Scripture proves Trinitarians. However it shows the Oneness truth conclusively.

UNIT THREE
THE ONENESS TRUTH



ANSWERS ALL QUESTIONS 
LESSON SIX 

1. 
THE ERROR OF THE TRINITY DOCTRINE LEAVES CONFUSION: The erroneous teaching that there are three distinct persons in the Godhead leaves many questions unanswered. There is confusion and contradiction in this man-made doc-trine which was formulated in the early days off the Roman Catholic Church. Reason for this, of course, is that it is not built on Scripture but upon man's natural reasoning. We shall mention just a few of the questions that Trinitarianism does not answer:

 
(i) Who was the father of the babe in Bethlehem's manger? The Father or the Holy Ghost? Did the Christ child have two fathers?


(ii) How can the Father be greater than the Son if they both are equal? John 14:28 "My Father is greater than I."


(iii) Does God pray? How can He be God and need to pray? 


(iv) Can God die? If the Son be God how could he die?


(v) Is Mary the mother of God? What then could be wrong with the term, "The blood of God"?


(vi) If there are three persons already in the Godhead, what could be wrong in adding a fourth? Why not deify Mary?


(vii) Whom are we to worship? 


(viii) To whom are we to pray? 


(ix) How many shall we see in Heaven? -How many thrones are there?


(x) Why does not Jesus know when He will return? Mark 13:32. How can He be a Son and have no beginning?


(xii) Are there three spirits abiding in the heart of the Spirit filled Christian?


These questions may be continued indefinitely but it would be foolish to do so. The correct answers and explanations to all the above questions prove Oneness. The attempt on the part of Trinitarians to answer the above simply lead contradiction and confusion.

2. 
THE ONENESS TRUTH ANSWERS. ALL QUESTIONS:


Because of the Oneness Truth g built upon the Word of God, the answers to all questions are clear and easily understood and in harmony with all Scripture. Let us briefly examine a questions that might be asked: 


(a) WERE THERE NOT THREE AT THE BAPTISM OF JESUS?


It was necessary for Jesus to be baptized that He might fulfill all righteousness. He certainly was not baptized for His sins but that He might fulfill the Old Testament Scriptures and set an example for His church. In like manner it was necessary for Him to be anointed as the priests and kings were anointed in the Old Testament. However, remember that Jesus Christ was the Word-Incarnate from the conception in the womb of Mary. The anointing was there for the same purpose as the baptism - in fulfillment of Scripture.


Let us remember that these manifestations (audible and visible) were for the benefit of John the Baptist (John 1:33). It is questionable whether or not any other person heard the voice or saw the symbol. On the day of Pentecost there were two manifestations in the Upper Room (audible and visible), tongues of fire and speaking in tongues. Would we say that there were two persons there? If so, which person was the tongues of fire and which person spoke in tongues. An audible and visible manifestation at the same time does not make two persons any more than the smoke from an exhaust and the sound of a motor make two engines. In


Gethsemane Jesus was both the priest and the sacrifice. What would hinder Deity from manifesting Himself in two or three ways at the same moment?


No, there was only ONE at the baptism of Jesus.


(b) HOW CAN JESUS CHRIST BE AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD? God is spirit and invisible. Apart from Jesus Christ there is no physical body and therefore no right or left hand to Deity. Apart from Jesus Christ, God cannot be seen for Jesus Christ is the EXPRESS IMAGE of the invisible God (Col. 1:15; Heb. 1:3). Therefore, it is clear that the Scriptures which refer to Jesus Christ sitting or standing at the right hand of God do not mean a physical right hand.


What is meant by the right hand of God? The Scriptures re-fer to the right hand of God as the power and glory of God. This is what is meant by this term. Jesus Christ sits down in the place of Power and glory (Exodus 15:6; Mark 16:19; Heb. 1:3; Heb: 8:1).


There is only one throne in Heaven (Rev. 4:2). There is only ONE who sits upon the throne.


(c) HOW CAN JESUS CHRIST PRAY? Jesus Christ is man and He is God. As man He prays. The answer to this so-called problem is clear; humanity prays to Deity. If the trinity theory were correct, then we find a God praying to another God. If a God needs to pray, is He any longer God? Can Deity at any time be needy of prayer? Also if the second person in the Godhead prays to the first person in the God-head, God is divisible and we have at least two Gods. The explanation is very clear: Jesus Christ prayed as a man.


(d) WAS NOT JESUS CHRIST FORSAKEN BY GOD ON CALVARY? Again it was the flesh, the humanity of Christ, that cried out, "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?" We may see the reason for this as we read 2 Corinthians 5:21. "For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin. "He laid upon Himself the iniquity of us all. He became our scapegoat carrying the awful load of sin and paying the price for sin. The humanity of Christ had to taste of this awfulness to the full.


Sin separates from a holy God. Jesus Christ had to experience this terrible sensation of a separation from God. It was the flesh which suffered and died; it was the flesh which cried out. Actually God was there all the time for the true nature of Christ did not change at any time. In other words there was no moment when Jesus Christ was not God manifested in flesh. Again referring to the trinity argument, if one person in the Godhead can forsake another person, then certainly God is divisible and there are at least two Gods. We know that this can-not be.


(e) WHAT WAS THE GLORY THAT CHRIST HAD BEFORE THE WORLD WAS?


John 17:5 "And now, O Father, glorify, thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee be-fore the world was."


Here Jesus is praying for glorification which is still future as far as time is concerned but which was in the plan and mind of God from the beginning. Remember when Jesus prayed it was the human nature of Jesus praying to the Divine - humanity to Deity. Just as Christ was a Lamb slain from the foundation of the world even so was Christ glorified from the foundation of the world. This Scripture does not make an Eternal Son for sonship refers to time. God dwells in Eternity.

3. 
KEY TO ALL QUESTIONS CONCERNING THE GODHEAD: The key is simply this: Jesus Christ possesses a dual nature - humanity and Deity. He was and very God and perfect Man. As God He dwells in eternity; as man He dwells in time. The Sonship limited to the element of time is for the THREEFOLD PURPOSE:



(i) Redemption;



(ii) Mediation;


(iii) Millennial reign and judgment. 

UNIT THREE
REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. Explain the meaning of the "INCARNATION".

2. Give a clear explanation of how Jesus was able to pray.

3. State THREE attributes of Deity possessed by Jesus Christ.

4. Write a paragraph on the following subject: LOGOS.

5. Why was Jesus born in Bethlehem?

6, Give THREE Scriptural arguments to prove the perfect and absolute humanity of Christ.

7. State THREE prerogatives of Deity manifested or claimed by Jesus. State what is wrong, if anything, with this term: Mary, mother of God. Explain the term: THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD.

Explain clearly just what took place at the baptism of Jesus.

UNIT FOUR

GOD IN EMANATION
Lesson One
The Holy Spirit

Lesson Two
Ministry of the Holy Spirit

Lesson Three
Sins Against the Holy Ghost

Lesson Four
The Fruit of the Spirit

Lesson Five 
The Gifts of the Spirit

Review Questions

UNIT FOUR      

 THE HOLY SPIRIT        
LESSON ONE
1.
 THE HOLY SPIRIT: The Holy Spirit is not the third person in the Godhead. God is Spirit and there is only one Spirit (Eph. 4:4). The title, "Holy Spirit" is used to designate another manifestation of God, another office as He works and moves in the hearts and lives of men and women.


Man possesses a spirit and by this means is able to commune with God; in like manner God communes with man by means of the Holy Spirit. In neither case does it make two persons.


The writer has one daughter who is still at home. To her he is father and also pastor but this does not make two persons.

2.
 GOD IN EMANATION: The word "emanate" means to "flow forth from", to "proceed from". The writer must confess that he is not altogether satisfied with the use of the word here but he uses it for the lack of a better. The Holy Spirit is God flowing forth in blessing, salvation, and power. The Holy Spirit is spoken of as falling upon believers (Acts 10:44) and being poured out (Act 2:17), actually the Holy Spirit is everywhere already present and these terms are used to show that the Spirit of God is moving forth into the hearts of believers.

3.
 ONE SPIRIT: 


Ephesians 4:4 "There is one body, and one Spirit…"


The Spirit filled believer is filled with God, Christ, and the Holy Ghost. Are there three Spirits that fill a believer's heart? Certainly not. There is one Spirit.


Eph. 3:19 "…that ye might be filled with all the fullness of God."


Col. 1:27 "… Christ in you, the hope of glory."


Acts 2:4  "And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost."

4.
 PERSONALITY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT: This is Jesus Christ dwelling within us in the power of His Resurrection life (Col. 1:27), "Christ in you, the hope of glory."


The personal pronouns "He" is used several times referring to the Holy Spirit, not as an additional "Person" or "God", but as another manifestation of the One True God, "The Holy One". This is made clear in the Baptismal formula: Father, Son, and Holy Ghost is manifested to us in our Lord Jesus Christ.

5.
 ONENESS OF THE SPIRIT WITH JESUS CHRIST:


John 4:24 "God is a spirit."


1 Cor. 3:17 "Now the Lord is that Spirit."


John 14:18 "I will come to you."


Romans 8:9 "Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ…"


Col. 1:27 "Christ in you, the hope of glory."


Further proof of the Oneness of the Holy Spirit with Jesus Christ may be seen when we consider creation.


Job. 33:4 "The Spirit of God hath made me."


Genesis 1:2 "And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters".


Col. 1:16 "For by Him were all things created… all things were created by Him, and for Him."

6.
THE HOLY SPIRIT IS THE AUTHOR AND THE INTERPRETER OF THE SCRIPTURES: 


This is further proof of the Oneness of the Godhead. Study carefully the following Scriptures:


2 Peter 1:20-21


John 16:13


2 Timothy 3:16


1 Cor. 2:9-14

7. TYPIFIED IN THE OLD TESTAMENT:


(a) In the cloud - Exodus 13:21; Exodus 14:19; 2 Chron. 5:14.


(b) Descent of fire upon Elijah's sacrifice - 1 Kings 18:29.


Elijah is the prophet of fire and his counterpart is John the Baptist - Matthew 11:14.


Matthew 17:13 "Then the disciples understood that he spake unto them of John the Baptist."

8.
 SYMBOLS USED IN SPEAKING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT:


(i) Fire 

- Matt. 3:11; Acts 2:3.


(ii) Oil 

-  Matt.25:1-13; Luke 10:34


(iii) Wine

- Matt. 9:17; Luke 10:34


(iv) Water 

- John 4:14; John 7:38


(v) Dove 

- Matt. 3:16


(vi) Wind 

- Acts 2:2


(vii) Seal 

- Ephesians 1:13-14; Eph. 4:30

9. 
TERMS AND TITLES USED FOR THE HOLY SPIRIT:


Luke11:13


- Holy Spirit


Matt. 3:11


- Holy Ghost


Heb. 10:29


- Spirit of Grace


John 14:17; John 15:26; 16:13
- Spirit of Truth


Romans 8:2


- Spirit of Life


Eph. 1:13


- Spirit of Promise


Matt. 3:11-12


 - Spirit of Burning


1 Peter 4:14


- Spirit of Glory


1 Cor. 3:16; Rom. 8:9

- Spirit of God


Rom. 8:9  


- Spirit of Christ


Is.11:2


- Spirit of Wisdom and Knowledge


1 John 2:20


- Unction


John 14:16


- Comforter


Comforter means one who is called to your side as a client calls a lawyer. The same word is used in 1 John 2:1 - "advocate".

10.
 HOLY SPIRIT PROMISED:


(a) OLD TESTAMENT PROPHECY:


Joel 2:28 "And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh."


Peter quotes this prophecy in the second chapter of Acts showing that the Pentecostal experience was the fulfillment in that God has baptized with His Spirit millions of men and women of every race, color, and creed.


(b) PROPHESIED BY JOHN THE BAPTEST:


Matt. 3:11 "He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire."


(c) PROMISED BY JESUS CHRIST:


John 14:15-26 "I will pray the Father, and He shall give you another Comforter…"


Note in verse 16 the use of the word "another" and also in verse 23 the use of the word "we". The pronoun "we" of course, refers to the offices and ministries of Father and Son. The word "another" does not refer to another person or God but to another office or ministry. The Holy Spirit was doing a new this in coming as the Comforter to baptize believers and abide in their hearts. This is clearly seen when we compare John the Baptist with the Spirit-filled believer. John was filled with the Holy Ghost from his mother's womb (Luke 1:15), yet the least in the Kingdom is greater than he (Matt. 11:11). Did John have a different Spirit dwelling in him? Were there two Spirits, one for John the Baptist and one for the church? Certainly not! The same Spirit dwelt in John the Baptist that dwells in the church but in a new office and ministry.

UNIT FOUR 

MINISTRY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
LESSON TWO

1. 
CONVICTS THE SINNER:


John 16:8-13 "…he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness and of judgment."


This is the first step in the sinner being saved. The Holy Spirit anoints the Word that is being preached, quickens it to the heart and conscience of the hearer, awakens him to an awareness of his lost condition, and causes him to see himself a simmer. He can never repent until he first experiences Holy Ghost conviction of sin. Salvation is the work of the Holy Spirit in the heart of a man from beginning to end.

2. 
REGENERATES:


John 3:5 "Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God."


Titus 3:5 "…by the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Ghost."


The work of regeneration is the changing of a sinner into a saint causing a man to become a new creation in Christ Jesus. This is only accomplished through the power of the Holy Spirit coming into the life of a man.

3. 
INDWELLS THE CHILD OF GOD:


Rom. 8:9 "… if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you."


I Cor. 6:19 "…Your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you…"

4. 
SEALS:


Ephesians 1:13 "In whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of Promise."


Eph. 4:30 "And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God whereby ye are sealed…"


To be sealed will have the following meanings:


(i) Ownership
 The child of God now belongs to Jesus Christ.


(ii) Security
 The child of God is secure and safe as long as the Holy Spirit abides there and the seal is unbroken.


(iii) Approval 
The seal places God's approval upon the life.


(iv) Finished Work the Baptism of the Holy Ghost is the last act in the work of regeneration in the life of the believer. However, the work of growth and sanctification continues.

5.
 ENDUES WITH POWER:


Acts 1:8 "But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you."


This word "power" comes from the same root as the word "dynamite". This is actually the power of God coming into the life of an individual giving him the power to overcome and live victoriously over sin, and power to witness to souls of the saving grace of Jesus.

6. 
BAPTIZES INTO THE BODY OF CHRIST:


1 Cor. 12:13 "By one Spirit are we all baptized into one body."


The child of God is placed into the body of Christ and at the same time Christ comes into him. This may be illustrated by placing an empty cup into a pail of water. The cup is in the water and the water is in the cup.

7.
 GUIDES THE CHILD OF GOD: The Holy Spirit guides the child of God as to as understanding of the Scriptures and to the will of God. By speaking and checking He guides in every detail of our lives.


References: John 16:13


Acts 13:2-4


Rom. 8:14


Acts 16:6-7

UNIT FOUR 
SINS AGAINST THE HOLY SPIRIT 

LESSON THREE

1. 
RESISTING THE HOLY GHOST:


Acts 7:51 "Ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye."


This is the sin of rejection and it is committed by the sinner when the Holy Spirit deals with him. When this happens there is no longer any hope of salvation for him. God's Spirit will not always strive with man (Gen. 6:3).

2. 
DESPISING THE HOLY SPIRIT:


Heb. 10:29 "… and hath done despite unto Spirit of grace."


A study of the context makes clear that this sin is committed by the backslider. He has contempt for what God has done for him. This sin may be illustrated by that of Esau's. He despised his birthright and therefore found no place of repentance (Heb. 12:17). The backslider who has committed this sin may never be restored.

3.
 BLASPHEMING THE HOLY SPIRIT:


Matt. 12:31-32 "All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men; but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men."


This is the "Unpardonable Sin". It is committed by word of mouth but we should read on to verse 34 for here Christ makes clear that out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh (Matt. 12:34), It would seem that this sin must be done by speech that is prompted by a heart that despises the Holy Spirit (See Paragraph two above). It actually is attributing to Satan that work and manifestation of the Holy Spirit. The entire context makes this clear. In this there is a solemn warning to every man to be careful how he judges the manifestation of the Holy Spirit. It is quite evident just how this sin becomes the unpardonable sin for salvation is entirely of the Spirit of God. When a man blasphemes the Spirit who withdraws from his life when by what means can he be saved? There is none.


Undoubtedly this is the "sin unto death" for which we are not to pray (1 John 5:16). It is useless to pray for it for there can be no answer.


The question often arises whether or not a sinner can commit the unpardonable sin. This is doubtful but there could be a possibility of it if first of all he had a clear knowledge of the moving and manifestation of the Holy Spirit. Before his conversation the apostle Paul was a blasphemer but he did not commit the unpardonable sin for he blasphemed in ignorance and unbelief (1 Tim. 1:13). 

4.
 GRIEVING THE HOLY SPIRIT:


Eph. 4:30 "And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God…"


This has to do with fruit bearing and the life of holiness. The Holy Spirit is easily grieved with any careless, worldly living. When the Holy Spirit is grieved He is made sad or sorrowful.

5.
 QUENCHING HOLY SPIRIT:

1 Thess. 5:19 "Quench not the Spirit."


This has to do with the operation of the gifts of the Spirit, with the ministry and service. "To quench means to put out the fire. This is done by refusing to allow the Holy Spirit to have His way in the ministry, in witnessing, in the gifts of the Spirit, etc.

6.
 LYING TO THE HOLY SPIRIT:

Acts 5:3-4 "… Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost."


This has to do with consecration and surrender. It is professing a consecration which we know is not being done. Ananias died not because he kept back part of the price but because he said he brought it all while keeping back part of it. This also is said to tempt the Holy Spirit (Acts 5:9).

UNIT FOUR 
THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT 

LESSON FOUR

1.
 FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT:


Gal. 5:22-23 "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance, against such there is no law."


Eph. 5:9 "For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth."


First of all we should note two important facts:


(i) The word, "fruit" is in the singular. There are not nine fruits all separate one from the other but rather ONE FRUIT. Even as a bunch of grapes is one fruit so this cluster of graces is one fruit. If one of these graces is born in a life all may be born.


(ii) This is the fruit OF THE SPIRIT. This is not the Christian's fruit but the fruit which is born by the Sprit. This is not what Jesus referred to in John 15:8. The much fruit there is soul winning and that is the fruit of the Christian.

2. 
THREE GROUPS: Although it is one beautiful cluster of graces, ONE FRUIT, for the sake of study we may divide them into three groups:


(i) In relation to God

- love, joy, peace.


(ii) In relation to our fellow man - Longsuffering, gentleness, goodness.


(iii) In relation to ourselves
- faith, meekness, temperance.


Schofield divides them like this:


(i) Character as an inward state
- longsuffering, gentleness, goodness.


(ii)Character in expression toward man - Longsuffering, gentleness, goodness.


(iii) Character in expression toward God 
- faith, meekness, temperance.

3. 
PRINCIPLES TO BE REMEMBERED The Holy Spirit abiding in the heart of the Christian is there to do a definite work, to meet a definite need. When we keep this in mind it will help us to understand the following principles:


(i) Although the fruit of the Spirit does bring enjoyment to the heart of the saint, yet the fruit is not there just for show and display only.


(ii) Although the fruit of the Spirit does bring enjoyment to the heart of the saint, yet the fruit is not just a toy to be played with and to enjoy.


(iii) The fruit is born on demand. When a definite need arises the Holy Spirit will faithfully bear the fruit to meet that need. When we have been harmed by someone, the Holy Spirit will bear the fruit of love for that person. When there is sorrow and distress, the Holy Spirit will bear the fruit of joy and peace. Remember we are not speaking of natural graces in the life of an individual but fruit that is born by the Holy Spirit. Because it is the fruit of the Spirit all nine graces may be born as the need arises.

4. 
COMPARISON WITH THE GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT:


(a) Similarities:


(i) Both are nine in number.


(ii) Both are of the Holy Spirit.


(iii) Neither are for display purposes, just to be played with and show off, or to reveal the spirituality of a saint, etc.


(iv) Both are born on demand to meet a definite need, to minister to the church or the individual.


(b) Differences:


(i)  The fruit of the Spirit is collective - ONE FRUIT.

  
The gifts of the Spirit are separate and individual.


(ii) The fruit of the Spirit is born in the life of each Spirit-filled saint; the gifts of the Spirit are in the body (church) and are given to individual members as the Lord wills.


(iii) The bearing of the fruit is the work of the Spirit inward. The operation of the gifts is the work of the Spirit outward.

UNIT FOUR 
THE GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT 

LESSON FIVE

1. 
THE GIFTS ENUMERATED:


1 Cor. 12:8-10



(i)   word of wisdom (note: not wisdom but word of wisdom)


(ii)  word of knowledge


(iii)  gifts of healing (note: the plural "gifts") 


(iv)  faith


(v)   working of miracles


(vi)  prophecy


(vii) discerning of spirits


(viii)divers kinds of tongues 


(ix)  interpretation of tongues


These nine gifts are divers, given to every man severally as the Lord wills, and given to profit withal (verses 7 and 11).

2.
DEMONSTRATION AND MANIFESTATION: One may demonstrate because of the blessing of God. He may shout, laugh, sin, clap, dance, jump and run because of blessing. The way he reacts to the blessing of God upon him will depend largely upon his own emotional disposition and the way he has been taught. The reaction to the blessing of God is different in different parts of the country and among different nationalities. It is the same blessing, the same Spirit of God moving, but the reaction is human.


However, manifestation is the operation of the gifts of the Spirit as a direct result of the exercising of the spiritual gift.

3. 
MEANING OF THE WORD "GIFTS": The word "gift" in the New Testament is a translation from four different words in the original text.


(i) Gratuity or giving to a pauper, used when mention is made of the gift of salvation (John 4:10; Acts 2:38).


(ii) Present or offering (Eph.2:8). The faith to believe is God's gift to us in the same way that a present is given.


(iii) Distributions. The church which is His body has many members and in order that the manifestation of the Spirit of Christ be in the body, the Lord distributed the multiple workings of the gifts to all the body (Eph. 4:7).


(iv) Endowment of miraculous faculty. This is the word used for the gift of prophecy and gifts of healing where that which is given enables one to speak with divine unction (Rom. 12:6-8; 1 Peter 4:10-11).


This is a fulfillment of Joel's prophecy (Acts 2:18).

4. 
GROUPING THE GIFTS INTO THREE GROUPS:


(a) Gifts of knowledge (to know):


word of wisdom


word of knowledge


discerning of Spirits


(b) Gifts of power (to act):faith 


working of miracles 


gifts of healing


(c) Gifts of utterance (to speak): 

Prophecy 

divers kinds of tongues 

interpretation of tongues

5. 
GROUPING THEGIFTS ACCORDING TO 1 CORINTHIANS 12:4-7:


(a) Diversities of gifts: gifts of healing 


prophecy


divers kinds of tongues


interpretation of tongues


(b) Differences of administrations: word of wisdom

word of knowledge discerning of Spirits


(c) Diversities of operations: faith






working of miracles

6.
 THE GIFTS OF PROPHECY: The great commission was given to the disciples by their leader, Christ, to evangelize the world (Matt. 28:19; Mark 16:15; Acts 1:8). The gift of prophecy was bestowed upon the apostles and preachers of that day; with it they preached the word with signs following.


New Testament prophecy is a forth telling of scripture truths kept strictly with the framework of the Bible. This prophetic gift has a threefold manifestation:


(a) Speaking with tongues.


(b) Interpretation of tongues.


(c) Prophecy.


The first one is a supernatural utterance by the Spirit speaking through the believers in other tongues, and in order that the message be understood one is given by the same spirit the interpretation of the message. There is also prophecy, or speaking by inspiration in one's own mother tongue. Good sound spirit anointed preaching becomes New Testament prophecy along with anointed testimony from the laity.

7. 
SPEAKING WITH TONGUES: It might be called a vocal miracle. 1 Cor. 14:2 says no man understandeth him. Verse 14 says "My understanding is unfruitful." At least three different ways in which speaking in tongues is used are found in the Scripture:


(a) When receiving the Baptism of the Holy Ghost (Acts 2:4; 10:44-46; 19:6). Every baptized believer has had this experience.


(b) Speaking to God in worship, or prayer, or in song (1 Cor. 14:2, 14-15).


(c) Addressing the church coupled with interpretation (1 Cor. 14:13-27).


Speaking in tongues at will does not say that we have the gift of tongues. One may receive the ability to speak with tongues at the same time he gets the baptism, but the proper use of the same is always by the moving of the spirit whether he receives the gift or whether he just speaks as unto God (1 Cor. 14:2, 14).


This gift stands connected with the gift of Prophecy along with the interpretation of tongues and should be operated in strict connection with interpretation - read 1 Cor. 14:27, 28. Interpretation of tongues is by Divine Illumination. The Christian who is used along this line does not understand the language of the tongue he interprets. In the original the word interpret does not mean to translate but to explain (1 Cor. 12:10, 30; 14:13, 26). The one who receives this gift then explains the sense of the message in tongues, yielding to the Spirit in the giving forth of the message.

8. 
THE GIFT OF HEALING: In 1 Cor. 12:9 this is mentioned in the plural. The reason for this is probably because of the many causes of sickness and the different phases of the gift by which some should be treated.


Some ailments caused by demon activity, may be through oppression, obsession or possession. This calls for discerning of Spirits and defeating the devil before prayer for healing. Perhaps the sickness is organic, maybe this calls for correction of living habits before the Lord will heal, etc. In Mark 16 the healing of the sick comes through laying on of hands - also in James 5:15.

9.
DIFFERENCES OF ADMINISTRATIONS: This is the second division among the gifts and it deals with the administrative ministry of the Holy Ghost. There is plenty of opposition to our service for God, and for this reason the Holy Spirit has placed in the church these differences of administrations.


(a) The Word of Wisdom - enlightening with the word of knowledge or illuminating with the discernment of spirits.


This is not wisdom but the word of wisdom - an example of this may be drawn from the experience of Christ (Mark 12:15).


The Pharisees tried to catch Jesus in his words. His answer confounded them because it was the word of wisdom. He promised his disciples similar aid (Matt. 10:19-20).


(b) The Word of knowledge - not a profound knowledge of the Word for some have this without having the gift or manifestation.


Examples of this gift operating can be found in scripture. Pre-understanding comes in this category. e.g. Peter knew that three men from Cornelius was to see him (Acts 10:19). This was the Word given to Peter by the Spirit. Paul gave information on the outcome of the shipwreck on the Island of Melita. God counsels His own through the Spirit by the Word of Wisdom and enlightens them with the Word of Knowledge, giving him an armour against the devices of man and devil. Often God impresses with a need to go or stay or speak or keep silent. This goes to show that the Holy Spirit is an administrator. 


(c) Discerning of Spirits - Wise as serpents and harmless as doves. Satan has an army of demons always on the alert to disorganize the church and the individual Christian. To offset this the Holy Spirit gives into the body the discerning of Spirits by which we become aware of the presence and nature of demon spirits, giving us knowledge on how to deal with these powers and bring deliverance to those who are in captivity (Acts 16:16-18). In the commission in Mark 16 Christ said, "they shall cast out devils". Only the Spirit of God can really prove what one is demon possessed and in its administrative capacity gives discerning of Spirits to the Church so that it is equipped to check any opposition along this line.

10.
 DIVERSITIES OF OPERATIONS: This is the third division of the ninefold manifestations.


(a) 
Faith - A supernatural endowment by the Spirit, by which some special work is wrought. In Eph. 2:8 we read of saving faith. "For by grace are ye saved through faith…" Faith is spoken of as a fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22). Faith develops and increases until it becomes evident to others. Acts 3:16 gives us a picture of a special endowment of faith. Peter invoking the Name of Jesus over the lame man. This is a special operation of the Spirit and gives the ministry of faith to the believer. Acts 4:29-30 is an example of a prayer for this endowment.


(b) Working of Miracles - In the minds of many this is associated with bodily healing - this is not the case. The meaning of miracle is "a supernatural act on the natural plane" - God setting aside the law of nature. Examples: Christ turning water into wine, walking on the water, feeding the five thousand, Philip's translation from the desert to Axotus (15 miles). Peter walking out of prison, Paul and Silas have the prison doors open and shackles off. These are done by the operation of the Spirit. All these worketh the one and self same spirit as he will. Let us covet earnestly these gifts.

UNIT FOUR

REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. Name the fruit of the Spirit in order.

2. Name the gifts of the Spirit in order.

3. Using Scripture prove that the "personality" of the Holy Spirit is the "personality" of Jesus.

4. State THREE different things regarding the work of the Holy Spirit.

5. Contrast clearly showing the difference between "Grieving the Spirit" and "Quenching the Spirit".

6. State FIVE symbols of the Holy Spirit.

7. Divide the gifts into THREE different groups.

8.(a) State the similarity between the gifts and the fruit of the Spirit. 

   (b) State the difference between the gifts and the fruit of the Spirit.

9. Write a paragraph on: NEW TESTAMENT PROPHECY.

10. Write a full note on: SPEAKING IN TONGUES.

UNIT FIVE

THE NAME OF JESUS
Lesson One
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Lesson Two
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Lesson Four
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Lesson Five
The Great commission

Review Questions

UNIT FIVE

THE NAME OF JESUS

LESSON ONE
1. 
GOD'S NAME WAS A SECRET IN THE OLD TESTAMENT:


Judges 13:17 "And Manoah said unto the angel of the Lord, What is thy name?


Genesis 32:29 "And Jacob asked him…Tell me…thy name."


Exodus 3:13 "They shall say to me, What is his name?"


Proverbs 30:4 "What is his name, and what is his son's name…?"


Isaiah 52:6 "Therefore my people shall know my name."


The reason that we see such a constant enquiry regarding the name of Deity in the Old Testament is that His name was withheld from them to be revealed in this dispensation.

2. 
FATHER, SON, AND HOLY GHOST IS NOT THE NAME OF DEITY: There are many titles of our God, all of which depict offices and characteristics of our God. Among them are the titles Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. In like manner a man is body, soul, and spirit but this is not the man's name. Would a bank cash a check which carries the signature, "Body, soul, and spirit?" Certainly not. The check must carry his signature which is his name.

3. 
THE REAL NAME REVEALED IN THE NEW TESTAMENT:


Matthew 1:21 "Thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins."


Here we find His real name revealed which is JESUS. JESUS means JEHOVAH-SAVOUR. JESUS is the SAVING name of our God.

4. 
JESUS CAME IN HIS FATHER'S NAME:


John 5:43
 "I am come in my Father's Name."


John 10:25 "The works that I do in my Father's name."


John 17:26  "I have declared unto them thy name."


Acts 9:5
 "Who art thou (Jehovah) Lord? And (Jehovah) the Lord said, I am Jesus."


Acts 9:17
 "The Lord, even Jesus…hath sent me."


Acts 7:59
 "Stephen, calling upon God…saying Lord Jesus."


Hebrews 4:8 "For if Jesus had given them rest…" - This verse is referring to Almighty God and the Israelites.


Revelation 22:16
"I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you."


This Scriptural evidence is conclusive in showing that the Father's name is Jesus.

5. 
JESUS IS THE NAME OF THE FATHER, SON AND HOLY GHOST:


Matthew 28:19 "Baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost."


We should note carefully that it is "NAME" not "NAMES". The word is in the singular, ONE NAME. What is the "NAME"? The only way is to search the Scriptures and find out in what name the apostles baptized. There can be no contradiction in Scripture.


Luke 24:47 
"Repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem."


Jerusalem:
Acts 2:38
"Baptizing…in the Name of Jesus Christ."


Samaria:
Acts 8:12
"Preaching…Name of Jesus Christ."




Acts 8:16
"baptizing… in the Name of the Lord Jesus."


Paul
Acts 22:16 
"baptizing… in the Name of our Lord."


Caesarea
 Acts 10:48 
"baptizing… in the Name of the Lord."



Ephesus
Acts 19:1-6 
Here they were re-baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.



Corinth
1 Cor. 1:13 
Into whose Name were they baptized?



Again the scriptural evidence is conclusive showing that the NAME of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost is JESUS.

UNIT FIVE  

SOME TITLES OF DEITY IN 



THE OLD TESTAMENT 

LESSON TWO

1. 
ELOHIM, PLURAL OF ELOAH: The English word "God" is equivalent of the Hebrew "Elohim". This word is applied to heathen gods as well as to our Elohim (God). The plural form expresses a plurality of majesty, powers, and attributes.


EL (signifying strength):


EL SHADDAI - God Almighty (strength).

2. 
JEHOVAH: This is derived from four letters: J H V H…"The name of four letters"; "the great and terrible name"; "The peculiar name"' "the separate name".


This was the unpronounceable name of God. The rabbis in reading the Scriptures substituted ADONAI (Lord) from which we get "Lord" in our version. 


Jehovah 
- Exo. 6:3; Ps. 83:18; Isa. 12:2; Isa.26:4.


Jah 
 - This was an abbreviated form (Ps. 64:4).


The meaning of this title is unquestionably given in God's revelation of himself to Moses by the phrase "I am that I am". It expresses the essential, eternal, unchangeable "Being" of Jehovah. The primary meaning of the name Lord (Jehovah) is the "Self-existent One". Literally, "He that is who He is, therefore the eternal I Am". He is "the self-existent One who reveals Himself."


It is significant that the first appearance of the name Jehovah is Scripture follows the creation of man…Jehovah is distinctly the redemption name of Deity in the Old Testament. When sin entered and redemption became necessary, it was Jehovah Elohim who sought the sinning ones (Gen. 3:9-13), and clothed them with coats of skin, a beautiful type of righteousness provided by the Lord God through sacrifice. The first distinct revelation of Himself by His name Jehovah was in connection with the redemption of the covenant people out of Egypt.

3. 
COMPOUND TITLES: 


Jehovah-Jireh
- the Lord will provide  - Gen. 22:14


Jehovah-Raphi
- The Lord that healeth  - Ex. 15:26


Jehovah-Nissi
- The Lord our banner  - Ex. 17:8-15


Jehovah-Shalom
- The Lord our peace    - Judges 6:24


Jehovah-Ra-ah
 - The Lord our shepherd - Ps.23:1


Jehovah-Tsidkenu
- The Lord our righteousness- Jer.23:6


Jehovah-Shammah
- The Lord is present
- Ez. 48:35

4.
THE REVELATION OF THE NAME OF JESUS PROMISED:


Isaiah 52:6 
"Therefore my people shall know my name."


Zechariah 15:9 "In that day shall there be one Lord, and his name one."


These prophecies definitely promise that the name of Jesus shall be revealed and known. How we should rejoice that in this day His Name is not secret and hidden but is known. The Name of Jesus is above every other name. (Phil. 2:9)


In the Old Testament the types and shadows all pointed forward to Jesus Christ. Even so the titles all pointed forward to His Name "JESUS" which was to be revealed.

5.
ONE NAME OF DEITY: The prophet stated that there is one Lord and His name one. (Zechariah 14:9).


If we believe that there are three persons in the Godhead, (three Gods) then we shall have to have three names. A person is identified by his name. However, the prophet states that His name is ONE. In Matt. 28:19 the name is singular. What is that one name? We find the answer in Acts 4:12. There is no other name. Conclusive proof that there is one Lord and that He is JESUS.

UNIT FIVE 
 
TITLES OF JESUS 

LESSON THREE

A title is not a name, however, a title brings out certain attributes, characteristics and aspects of Jesus; each one has a meaning.
Wonderful




Isa. 9:6

Counselor 




Isa. 9:6

The Mighty God




Isa. 9:6

The Everlasting Father 



Isa. 9:6

The Prince of Peace 



Isa. 9:6

Emmanuel




Isa. 9:6

Son of God




Isa. 7:14

Messiah





Luke 1:35

The Word




John 4:25

The Word of God




John 1:1

King of Kings




Rev. 19:16

Lord of Lords




Rev. 19:13

The Great God and Savior 


Titus 2:13

Father





Matt. 28:19

Son





Matt. 28:19

Holy Ghost




Matt. 28:19

Jehovah





Isa. 40:10

The Lord Jehovah



Isa. 40:3

I Am





Ex. 3:14; John 8:24

Resurrection and Life 



John 11:35

Almighty, which is, and which was, and which is to come Rev. 1:8

Alpha and Omega



Rev. 1:8

First and the Last




Rev. 1:17

Beginning and the Ending 



Rev. 1:8

Eternal Life




1 John 5:20

Seed of the Woman 



Gen. 3:15

Lamb of God




John 1:29

The Bridegroom




Matt. 9:15; Rev.21:9

Man of Sorrows




Isa.53:3

A Nazarene




Matt. 2:23

Light of the World




John 8:12

Light to Lighten the Gentiles 


Luke 2:32

Day-Spring from on High



Luke 1:78

Sun of Righteousness



Mal.4:2

Bright and Morning Star



Rev. 22:16

Bread of Life




John 6:35

Living Bread




John 6:51

The True Vine




John 15:1

Root and Offspring of David  


Rev. 22:16

The Way




John 14:6

The Door




John 10:7

Good Shepherd




John 10:11

Chief Shepherd




1 Peter 5:4

First Born from the Dead



Col. 1:18

First Fruits of them that slept  


1 Cor.15:20

Last Adam




1 Cor.15:45

The Head of the Body



Col. 1:18

Captain of the Host of the Lord  


Jos. 5:14

Captain of Salvation
  


Heb. 2:10

Author and Finisher of Faith  


Heb. 12:2

Lion of the Tribe of Judah  



Rev. 5:5

Chiefest among 10,000



Song of Solomon 5:10

Shiloh





Gen. 49:10

Truth





John 14:6

High Priest




Heb 3.1

Mediator





1 Tim. 2:5

Daysman




Job 9:33

Advocate




1 John 2:1

Convert from the Tempest  


Isa.32:2

Rock of Ages (marginal)



Isa.26:4

Builder





Heb.3:3

Sure Foundation




Isa. 28:16

Stone cut out without hands  


Dan. 2:34

Strong Rock




Ps. 31:2

King of Salem




Heb. 7:2

Priest after the Order of Melchesedec 

Heb. 5:6

Rose of Sharon, Lily of the Valley 


Song of Solomon 2:1

Friend that sticketh closer than a brother 

Prov 18:24

Shadow of a Great Rock in a weary land 

Isa.32:2

Ancient of days




Daniel 7:21

Dayspring




Luke 1:78

Judge





Acts 17:31

Christ is all in all




Col.3:11
Matthew 28:19

"Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the NAME of the FATHER and of the SON and of the HOLY GHOST.






J E S U S

NAME

Singular

FATHER
Title

SON

Title

HOLY GHOST
Title

Jesus did not tell his disciples to baptize, repeating the words, father, son, and holy ghost. He told them to baptize in the name of the father, son and holy ghost. The words, father, son, and holy ghost are not names but titles pointing to one person who has one name. That name is Jesus.
UNIT FIVE

IMPORTANCE OF THE NAME OF JESUS 
LESSON FOUR

1. 
The bible places great importance upon names: all names in the bible had meanings and because of this were very important. This is made clear in the changing of:

(I)  Abram to Abraham

(II) Jacob to Israel

(III) Saul of Tarsus to Paul 

This is also seen in the naming of john the Baptist and our Lord Jesus.
2. 
The name of Jesus above every other name:

Philippians 2:9 "wherefore god also hath highly exalted him and given him a name which is above every name."

Jesus is the name of deity. Therefore his name is above the name of the:

(I)   Greatest King Who Has Ever Reigned.

(II)  Greatest General Who Has Ever Won A War.

(III) Greatest Scientist, Inventor, Or Architect.

(IV) Greatest Artist, Musician, Or Poet.

(V)  Greatest Law Giver, Physician, Or Preacher.
3. 
SALVATION IN THE NAME OF JESUS:

Acts 4:12
"neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved."

Luke 24:47
"repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name."

Matt. 1:21
"thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall save his people from their sins."
4. 
HEALING IN THE NAME OF JESUS:

ACTS 3:6 "In The Name Of Jesus Christ Of Nazareth Rise Up And Walk."

ACTS 3:16 "And His Name Through Faith In Is Name That Made This Man STRONG."
5.
 POWER IN THE NAME OF JESUS:

LUKE 10:17 "Even The Devils Are Subject Unto Us Through Thy Name."

MARK 16:17 "In My Name Shall They Cast Out Devils."
6.
 BLESSING IN THE NAME OF JESUS:

MALACHI 3:16 "A book of remembrance was written…thought upon his name."
7. 
PROTECTION IN THE NAME OF JESUS:

PROV. 18:10 "THE NAME of the LORD is a strong tower: the righteous runneth into it, and is safe."
8.
 PRAYERS ANSWERED IN THE NAME OF JESUS:

JOHN 14:14 "if ye ask anything in my name, i will do it."
9. 
WATER BAPTISM IN THE NAME OF JESUS:

ACTS 2:38 "be baptized every one of you in the Name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins…"
10.
 HOLY GHOST GIVEN IN JESUS NAME:

JOHN 14:26 "but the comforter…whom the father will send in my name."

how can we question the importance of the name of Jesus when we study the scriptures? there are those who would make light of this important truth and declare that "Jesus " was no more than any other name. it is evident that they are still in darkness as far as this glorious revelation is concerned. there is no name that we can breathe in prayer or sing in praise that can bring the blessing and power like the name of Jesus our lord. when we have this revelation we can sing in the spirit: 

SWEETEST NOTE IN SERAPH SONG,

SWEETEST NAME ON MORTAL TONGUE,

SWEETEST CAROL EVER SUNG,

Jesus, blessed Jesus.

UNIT FIVE

THE GREAT COMMISSION 

LESSON FIVE

1.
 The great commission: the great commission is a command - an irrevocable command to the church which was not to be questioned but was to be fully obeyed. The great commission was spoken by our lord on at least three occasions to his disciples during the forty days between his resurrection and his ascension. It is recorded in all four gospels and in the acts of the apostles. The three occasions on which Jesus gave the commission were as follows:

(i)  While The Disciples Sat At Meat In Jerusalem (Mark 16:14-18; John 20:22-23). 


(ii) in a mountain in Galilee (Matt. 28:18-20).


(iii)on the mount of olives just before his ascension (Luke 24:45-51; Acts 1:6-9).


If Jesus Repeated This Commission At Least Three Times And It Has Been So Faithfully Recorded In Each Of The Gospels, One Can Readily Understand That The Importance Of The Commission Was Indeed Great.

2.
WHAT DID JESUS COMMAND? Jesus commanded His disciples to:


(i)   Go into all the world - Mark 16:15.


(ii)  Preach the gospel to every creature - Mark 16:15.


(iii)  Teach all nations - Matt. 28:19.


(iv) Baptize them in the NAME - Matt. 28:19.


(v)  Observe all things whatsoever I have commanded - Matt. 28:19.


Let us note well that along with going, preaching, teaching, we are commanded to baptize. This is not something to be left to our own mood or desire but it calls for explicit obedience. To obey this command it is necessary to baptize just as Jesus instructed us: "in the NAME". when the words, FATHER, SON, and Holy Ghost, are repeated in water baptism the commission is not being obeyed. in this case the minister is only repeating the words of Jesus and not obeying them. Obedience calls for water baptism in the NAME OF JESUS.

3.
 ARGUMENTS FOR WATER BAPTIZM IN THE NAME OF JESUS: the testimony of scripture is so overwhelming on this point it seems foolish to even think about developing an argument. However, Knowing the Opposition To Truth We Shall Give A Few Reasons why we should BAPTIZE IN THE NAME OF JESUS.

(A) "JESUS" IS THE "NAME" (SINGULAR) OF THE FATHER, SON, AND HOLY GHOST.

(B) Scripture never contradicts itself. Those who would say that they would rather take the words of JESUS than of scripture. However, both MATT. 28:19 AND ACTS 2:38 are right. they do not contradict one another.

(C) There are not two gospels. Neither are there two ways to baptize. Those who would argue that there were only Jews or Jewish proselytes baptized in the second chapter of acts are admitting that they believe in two gospels - one for the Jews and another for the gentiles. This of course is ridiculous. There is but one gospel.

(D) If We Accept The Literal Fulfillment Of Acts 2:4 In The Baptism Of The Holy Ghost It Is Absolutely Necessary That We Also Accept The Literal Fulfillment Of ACTS 2:38. 

(E) Peter Had Just Heard The Words Of MATT. 28:19 spoken a few days before. he had just received the holy ghost who was to guide him into all truth. he had been entrusted with the keys to the kingdom. Could it be possible that he made a mistake? no! never!

(F) Remission Of Sins Is In The Name Of Jesus (LUKE 24:47).

(G) There is no other name whereby we must be saved (ACTS 4:12).

(H) The family name is Jesus. If we are his children, we take his name (EPH 3:15).

(I) The Bride Always Takes Her Husband's Name.

(J) Whatever we do in word or deed we do in the name of Jesus. Water baptism is both word and deed (COL. 3:17).

(K) In water baptism we are identified in death, burial, and resurrection. Were the father and the Holy Ghost crucified and buried?
UNIT FIVE

REVIEW QUESTIONS

1.
 What FIVE commands are recorded in the Great Commission?

2.
 Answer this argument against water baptism in the name of Jesus: 

 
"There were only Jews or Jewish proselytes at Pentecost. Therefore Acts 2:38 is only for the Jews."

3.
Give the meaning of the following titles:


(i)  Shiloh


(ii) Alpha and Omega


(iii)King of Salem


(iv) Daysman


(v) Ancient of Days

4.
 Show that Jesus came in His Father's Name.

5.
 Write a paragraph showing the truth of this statements:


The apostles always baptized in the Name of Jesus.

6. 
Give the Scriptures with references to show the following truths:


(i)  There is no other saving name.


(ii) We are to do everything in the Name of Jesus.


(iii)The whole family of God is named after this name.


(iv) A gentile bride is being taken to bear His name.

7. 
Give FIVE arguments to prove that we should always baptize in the Name of Jesus.
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UNIT SIX


  
 ANGELS 



LESSON ONE

1. 
the EXISTENCE OF ANGELS: The Bible clearly teaches the existence of angels. They are the ambassadors of god and belong to his heavenly court and service. They are multiple in number and their will is to give god perfect service. They have the advantage over man in that they are the heavenly hosts and are god's ambassadors. However, when man is born again he is raised above them, enjoys their ministry, and will finally judge them (1 Cor. 6:3).

2. 
DESCRIPTION:


Heb. 1:14 "Are They Not All Ministering Spirits, Sent Forth To Minister For Them Who Shall Be Heirs Of Salvation?"


Here they are said to be ministering spirits. Although they have been known to appear in visible forms yet they are spirits. Angels do not have wings with feathers in them as depicted by many artists. This is of Roman Catholic origin. Evidently there is no sex among the angels although when referred to in scripture it is in the masculine gender.
3. 
VARIOUS ORDERS OF ANGELS: Not All Angels Have The Same Power And Authority But there seems to be various orders and rank among them. We see this as we study the:


(i) Archangels - Michael  - Dan. 10:13


       Gabriel   - Dan. 8:16


(ii) Cherubim:
  - Gen. 3:24


(iii) Seraphim:
  - Isa.6:1

4. 
POWER OF ANGELS: They have great power (2 Peter 2:11; Psa. 103:20), One angel smote all the first born of Egypt. one angel rolled back the stone from the sepulcher. one angel smote 185,000 Assyrians (Isaiah 37:36). one angel has power to lay hold of Satan and bind him for one thousand years (rev. 20:2-10).

5. 
ANGELS IN THE MINISTRY OF JESUS CHRIST: The coming of the Christ child was announced to both the Virgin Mary and Joseph by angels (matt.1:20; Luke 1:26-27). Angels were present at his birth, his resurrection, and his ascension, and will accompany him at his return in glory (Matt. 24:31). Otherwise in the ministry of Jesus there were only two angelic appearances: in the temptation and in Gethsemane.
6. 
ANGELS IN THE MINISTRY TO THE CHURCH:


(a) minister to the heirs of salvation.


- Hebrews 1:14

(b) rejoice when a sinner repents.


- Luke 15:10

(c) encampeth around about them that fear the lord
- Ps 34:7

(d) charge over them to bear them up.


- Ps. 91:11
7.
FALLEN ANGELS:


2 Peter 2:4 "for if god spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved into judgment."


Jude 6 "and the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day."


Their judgment is certain. for them the lake of fire has been especially prepared (Matt. 25:41).

UNIT SIX  


THE DEVIL
 

LESSON TWO
1. 
A PERSONAL DEVIL: the bible teaches that there is a personal devil. Many would teach that the devil is just an impersonal force or influence, the tendency to do evil. However this is not the case. There is a living personal devil who is our greatest adversary.

His power and influence should never be underestimated. Although we have no desire to become acquainted with him we should learn to know our enemy. Knowledge of his motives and his tactics will aid us in our battle against sin and help to give us the victory.

he apparently was created an archangel of great beauty, wisdom, and power. He undoubtedly was given great authority and possibly was made ruler over part of god's universe. Some believe that he was the ruler of this world before creation as recorded in genesis. He was lifted up with pride and reached for equality with god. Five times he declared his will in rebellion against god (Isa. 14:12-15). Through this pride and rebellion sin came into being and the devil fell taking a host of the angels with him. He struck at god by causing man to fall and has used man as a pawn ever since in his battle and rebellion against god. He still has access to the presence of god where he accuses the brethren. 

The devil is not omnipresent but his presence is localized. However, he may appear anywhere at any time and in his absence he has a host of demons and fallen angels to do his evil work under his direction.
2. 
HIS CHARACTER:


(a) thief, one who catches away - Matt. 13:19


(b) Murderer

- John 8:44 


(c) Liar


- John 8:44


(d) Subtle


- 2 Cor. 11:3

3. 
HIS DISTINCT TITLES:


(a) ANGEL OF LIGHT

- 2 Cor.11:14


(b) Roaring Lion

- 1 Peter 5:8


(c) Prince of the power of the air - Eph. 2:2


(d) Power of darkness
- Col. 1:13


(e) Prince of this world
- John 14:30


(f)  Great Dragon (cruelty)  - Rev. 12:9


(g) Serpent (seducer)
- Rev. 12:9


(h) Devil (Tempter)
- Rev. 12:9


(i)  Satan (adversary)
- Rev. 12:9


(j) Apollyon (destroyer) 
-Rev. 9:11


(k) King of the bottomless pit -Rev. 9:11



(1) God of this world (Head of its religion) - 2 Cor. 4:4

4. 
HIS WORK:

(a) Seeking whom he may devour - 1 Peter 5:8


(b) Sowing tares (evil doctrine, leaven, etc.) - Matt. 13:25-39


(c) Blinding minds

- 2 Cor. 4:4


(d) Accusing the brethren - Rev. 12:10


(e) Sifting' as wheat
- Luke 22:31 


(f) Destroying the flesh
- 1 Cor. 5:5

5. 
HIS POWER: he has many subordinates to do his will. A host of fallen angels and demons are subject to his will. We see under his power principalities, powers, rulers of the darkness of this world, spiritual wickedness in high places (Ephesians 6:12).

6. 
HIS DESTINY: he will be cast out of heaven to the earth (rev. 12:7-9) where he will stir up man against god knowing that his time is short (rev. 12:12). He will be chained by an angel (rev. 20:1-3) and cast into the bottomless pit during Christ's reign of 1000 years over the earth. He will be loosed a little season and battle against god. He is then cast into the lake of fire forever (Rev. 20:7-10).

UNIT SIX



 SIN 



LESSON THREE

1. 
WHAT IS SIN?

1 John 3:

-"Sin is the transgression of the law."


1 John 5:17

- "All unrighteousness is sin."


Romans 14:23 
-"Whatsoever is not of faith is sin."


James 4:17 

-". . . knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin."


John 16:9

-"Of sin, because they believe not on me."


Proverbs 21:4  
- "An high look, and a proud heart, and the plowing of the wicked, is sin."
 


Proverbs 24:9  
- "The thought of foolishness is sin."


In these Scriptures we have sin defined. The modern tendency is to look upon sin very lightly. The majority of people take an attitude of complacency towards sin and look upon it as the accepted thing. To them sin is just ignor-ance or a complex in the character which some psychiatric counseling can cor-rect. However such is not the case. Sin is deep seated, embedded in the very heart of man's fallen nature.


Looking back to the beginning of sin in the fall of Satan and then later in the fall of our first parents, it is possible to summarize in a threefold manner: 


(i) Pride           -This was undoubtedly the original sin as Satan exalted himself and reached for deification. (Isaiah 14:12-15)


(ii) Unbelief
-This sin had to be planted in Eve's heart before she could be deceived in the transgression. (Genesis 3:1)


(iii) Disobedience -This was the act of rebellion which followed as the natural result of the other two (Genesis 3:6).


Many Hebrew words were used in the Old Testament to express the thought of sin. Some of the concepts of sin expressed by these words are: a missing, a failing, wickedness, confusion, iniquity, perversion, guilt, transgression, rebellion, vanity, lying, deceit, evil, error, etc. The main New Testament Greek words for sin express the following concepts: a missing of the mark, unrighteousness, lawlessness, depravity, desire, lust, disobedience, etc. 


Schofield summarizes sin in another threefold manner:


(i) An Act 
- the violation of or want of obedience revealed will of God.


(ii) A Nature 
- enmity toward God.


(iii) A State
- absence of righteousness.


In attempting to define sin we can only arrive at a partial understanding of its true nature. The exceeding blackness and the terrible horribleness of sin can never be fully grasped by our finite minds and limited understandings.

2.
 GOD HATES SIN: the fact that god is love and that god is light demands that he hates sin.  It is impossible for god to love the soul of the sinner without at the same time hating sin. The absolute pure and spotless nature of god revolts at the sight of sin.

God hates sin. Every true child of his should share in this hatred for that which is wrong. The moment that we can smile upon iniquity we are far from god. May the lord help us to see sin as exceedingly sinful - to look upon it as he looks upon it. May we ever see it as that which nailed him, to the tree. Willful known sin will separate man from god, hinder his prayers from being answered, and finally will mean eternal death. No sin will enter heaven. It must be confessed, forgiven and remitted.

3. 
THE CONSEQUENCE OF SIN: 


(a) SEPARATION FROM GOD:

Psalm 66:18   "If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me."


Isaiah 59:2  "But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear."


(b) DEATH, PHYSICAL AND SPIRITUAL:

Romans 5:12 "Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned."


Romans 6:23 "For the wages of sin is death."


All sin is fundamentally, an attitude and act of rebellion against God. It is a challenge to the supremacy and Lordship of Almighty God. This is expressed by the question that Joseph asked while under temptation, "How then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God? Genesis 39:9.


God would cease to be Lord if He could tolerate, condone, and accept sin in any measure. Along with other reasons, here is one reason why the law of God is that the soul that sinneth shall surely die. Every- where at all times the consequences of sin is death.

4. 
 CAN SIN BE HIDDEN? 


Genesis 16:13 - "Thou God seest me."


Numbers 32:23 - "Be sure your sins will find you out."


Galatians 6:7 -"Be not deceived: God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap."


Sin will always be exposed for the one simple reason that sin is against God and He sees not only the outward act, but also the inward thought and desire. It is impossible to sin and get by.

5.
WHO ARE SINNERS?


Galatians 3:22 - "But the scripture hath concluded all under sin." Romans 3:10-23 - "As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: There is none that understandeth... all the world become guilty before God..."


Romans 5:12 "And so death passed upon all man, for that all have sinned".


Every man is a sinner and needs to be saved. If one individual could have made himself righteous by the deeds of the law and his own good works, then every man could also become righteous. Because this could not be,it was necessary for Jesus Christ to provide salvation for man.

6. 
CAN SIN BE LISTED OR NAMED? Sin may only be listed in a part-ial manner for sin is actually a condition of the heart. The list of sins is too great to ever be listed completely. However we may begin. 


(a) Works of the flesh (Galatians 5:19): Adultery, fornication, un-cleaness, lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, vari-ance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like.


(b) Worldliness: Lust of the flesh, lust of the eyes, pride of life, love of money, love of pleasure, etc.


(c) Carnality: Pride, malice, envy, selfishness, backbiting, gossip-ing, etc.


(d) Sins of Omission: Lack of prayer, church attendance, witnessing. 


(e) Presumption: (Psalm 19:13)


And so the list continues to grow without any apparent end in sight.

UNIT SIX



MAN  



LESSON FOUR

1.
 MAN CREATED IN THE IMAGE OF GOD:


Genesis 1:27 "so god created man in his own image. " genesis 9:6 "for in the image of god made he him."


Scriptures are very clear regarding the creation of man. The lord god formed man out of the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life. Man was god's highest act of creation and was in god's own image and likeness.

2.
 TO WHAT DOES "IMAGE OF GOD" REFER?

(a) THE MORAL NATURE OF MAN:
possibly the greatest way in which man resembled his maker was in his moral nature. Man was created sinless with an absolute purity and holiness. In fact, he was clothed with the righteousness of god. It was because of this fact he was able to have a fellowship with god. It was this that he lost in the fall and caused him to realize that he was naked.

(B) THE INTELLECTUAL NATURE OF MAN: the intellectual powers of man from the beginning prove that man is not evolved from a lower order but was created in the image of his creator. He was given the intelligence necessary to name all living creatures and have dominion over this earth. He was given the power to reason and to make decisions. he was created a free will moral agent. It was because of this god granted ability that man was able to make the wrong decision and sin in the original transgression.


(c) THE PHYSICAL APPEARANCE OF MAN: God is spirit and in-visible but it was in the plan and purpose of deity to manifest himself in flesh in the incarnation. If the "image of god" has any reference to man's physical appearance it was in the likeness of the man Christ Jesus who was to be born at Bethlehem. Let us remember that as far as time is concerned the advent of Christ took place at a definite point in history but as far as god is concerned who dwells in eternity god had it planned and saw it from the beginning.


(d) THE TRINITY OF MAN: 1 Thess. 5:23 "I pray god your whole spirit and soul and body... "

man is body, soul, and spirit. We would not ordinarily introduce this thought here. we do so because some would use this to try to prove that man was made in the image of the trinity and therefore another proof that there are three persons in the godhead. However, the very opposite is true and proven. even as man is body, soul, and spirit and yet one person bearing one name, so is the creator father, son and holy ghost, but yet one person bearing one name, Jesus.


(e) THE UNLIMITED POTENTIALS OF MAN: God has given man unlimited potentials. Man can rise higher and sink lower than any other of god's creatures. In mark's gospel, chapter five we have the story of man possessed with a legion of demons. This one man was able to contain more demon powers than two thousand swine were able to contain. There seems no bottom to the depths that a man or woman can fall. Likewise, man has the capacity of yielding to god and becoming a vessel filled with the spirit of god. There seems to be no limits to the heights that man can be lifted by god.

3. 
THE ORIGINAL CONDITION OF MAN:


Hebrews 2:6 "What is man... in subjection under his feet."


Man was crowned with glory and honour and made a little lower than the angels. Man was not created an ignoramus nor a savage but a being of lofty intellectual powers and a high moral nature. The theory that man evolved from a lower order such as an ape is simply imagination, falsely called science, with-out one fact to prove it.

UNIT SIX


THE FALL O F MAN 


LESSON FIVE
1. 
STEPS IN THE FALL:

(a) Unbelief: Genesis 3:1 "Yea, hath God said... "


Satan was able to plant the seed of unbelief in Eve's heart. 


(b) Changing God's Word; Genesis 3:3 ". ..touch it, lest ye die. Eve both changed and added to god's word. God had said nothing about touching the fruit and death was to be certain. 


(c) Disobedience: the steps that led to disobedience were: 


Genesis 3:6 - (i) Saw; (ii) Desired; (iii) Took; (iv) Did eat. 


Compare with Achan's sin in Joshua 7:21 -

2. 
THREEFOLD TEMPTATION: Both Eve's temptation and the temptation of Christ in the 
wilderness may be summed up under "all that is in the world"


1 John 2:16.
1 John 2:16     Eve's - (Gen. 3:6)  - Christ's - (Luke 4:3-10)



Lust of the flesh -good for food - stone that it be bread


Lust of the eyes
-pleasant to the eyes 



- kingdoms of this world


Pride of life
-desired to make wise - cast thyself down-angels.

In the temptation Satan said, "ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil." he omitted the important part; that they should know good, but not be able to perform it, and that they would know evil, but not be able to avoid it.
Let us remember that temptation itself is not sin but yielding to temptation is sin. It was when eve yielded that she disobeyed and sin entered the human heart. Christ was tempted but remained sinless by overcoming and not yielding.

3. RESULTS OF THE FALL: 


(a) On Nature



(i)  The Ground Was Cursed (Genesis 3:17).



(ii) The Ground Was To Bring Forth Thorns And Thistles (Genesis 3:18). 


(b) On The Whole Human Race:


(i)  All Are Concluded Under Sin (Gal. 3:22; Rom. 5:19). 



(ii) Man Became the Child Of The Devil (John 8:44; 1 John 3:8).



(iii) Man Shall Live By Hard Labor (Genesis 3:19).



(iv) Woman Shall Bring Forth Children In Sorrow (Genesis 3:16).



(v) Through The Fall Man Became Subject To:




1. Physical Death: This Is The Separation Of The Soul From The Body, Which Results In The Corruption And Destruction Of The Material Frame (Genesis 3:19).




2. Spiritual Death: this is the separation of the spirit from god, or alienated from the life of god. We come into this state by natural birth (Eph. 4:18; 1 Timothy 5:6; Rev. 3:1. 




3. Eternal Death: this is the "second death", spiritual death continued after physical death. Prolonged beyond the death of the body, spiritual death becomes eternal death, or a state of eternal separation from god in conscious torment (Rev. 20:14; Rev. 21:8). The results of the fall are all around us. The hospitals, prisons, and asylums are full; misery, crime, and unhappiness meet us at every turn, and all these are direct results of the fall.




4. DEFINITIONS OF LIFE AND DEATH:




(i) PHYSICAL LIFE: The union of the spirit of man with his body.





(ii) PHYSICAL DEATH: The separation of the spirit from the body. 





(iii) SPIRITUAL LIFE: The union of the spirit of man with the Spirit of God.





(iv) SPIRITUAL DEATH: The separation of man's spirit from God's Spirit.





(v) ETERNAL LIFE: The union of man's spirit with God's Spirit made eternal and never-ending.





(vi) ETERNAL DEATH: The separation of man's spirit from God's Spirit made eternal and never-ending.

UNIT SIX 

MAN'S NEED OF SALVATION
 
LESSON SIX

1.
 MAN'S CONDITION OUTSIDE OF CHRIST: 


(i) He is estranged from the womb.


Psalm 58:3 "The wicked are estranged from the womb." 


(ii) He is shapen in iniquity.


Psalm 51:5 "Behold, I was shapen in iniquity." 


(iii) His heart is desperately wicked.


Jeremiah 17:9 "The heart is deceitful... desperately wicked. 


(iv) He is controlled by satan.


Eph. 2:2 ". . . according to the prince of the power of the air. 


(v) The law of sin and death continually works in his members. Romans 7:2 3". . . bringing me into captivity to the law of sin. 


(vi) He is under a curse.


Galatians 3:10 "For as many as are.. under the curse." 


(vii) His understanding is darkened.


Ephesians 4:18 "Having the understanding darkened. . ." 


(viii) Every imagination is evil continually.


Genesis 6:5 "And God saw... thoughts of his heart was only evil continually."


(ix) He is filled with all unrighteousness.


Romans 1:29
"Being filled with all unrighteousness..." 


(x) He is corrupt from head to foot.


Isaiah l: 6 "From the sole of the foot even unto the head. . ." 


(xi) He is dead in trespasses and sins.


Eph. 2:1 ". . . who were dead in trespasses and sins."

2.
 MAN'S HOPELESS CONDITION OUTSIDE OF CHRIST: Man, being dead in sins and trespasses, cannot save himself any more than what Lazarus, bound in grave clothes and buried for four days, could have saved himself. As far as Lazarus himself was concerned his condition was hopeless. This is the picture of the unregenerate man, helpless and hopeless, and eternally lost. If man is to be saved at all, he must be saved by a Source outside of himself. Jesus Christ is man's one and only hope of salvation.

3. 
MAN'S ENTIRE BEING NEEDED SALVATION: Since man's entire being, body, soul, and spirit, were affected by the fall and the original sin, his entire being needed to be saved.

Man is:


(i) Spirit - He is capable of God-consciousness and communion with God.


(ii) Soul  - He is capable of self-consciousness.


(iii) Body - He is capable, through his senses, world-consciousness.


It is difficult to separate soul and spirit but yet they are different as Scrip-ture shows (Hebrews 4:12). Comparing the Scriptures, Mark 8:36 and Luke 9:25 it is made clear that the meaning of "soul" is "himself".

4.
 WHAT GOD HAD TO DO IN SALVATION:

In providing salvation for sinful man, there were a number of things he had to accomplish among which were:


(i) To handle the sin problem in a way that is consistent with His justice and appeasing His wrath;


(ii) To make man holy without taking away his free will moral agency; 


(iii) To bridge the breach between God and man and restore the lost fellowship.


All this God succeeded in doing at Calvary.

UNIT SIX

REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. Write a paragraph explaining Genesis 1:26-27 stating clearly how man was created in the image of God.

2. (a) State FIVE results of the fall of man.

(b) State FIVE conditions describing man outside of Christ.

3.  Define: 

(a) Physical death. 

 
 (b) Spiritual death. 

 
 (c) Eternal death.

4.  Write an essay on: SIN.

5. Compare the temptations of our first parents with that of Christ's in the wilderness.

6. State the part that angels have in the life and experience of the child of God.

7. Give a brief history of Satan's existence from his rebellion against God to his final destiny.

UNIT SEVEN 
SALVATION PROVIDED

LESSON ONE
 THE ATONEMENT

LESSON TWO
 FURTHER NOTES ON THE ATONEMENT

LESSON THREE 
THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST

LESSON FOUR 
 THE DOUBLE CURE

REVIEW QUESTIONS


UNIT SEVEN 

THE ATONEMENT 

LESSON ONE

1.
 THE ATONEMENT:

Hebrews 9:22 "Without shedding of blood is no remission."


The whole doctrine of salvation is built upon the atonement which is accomplished in the sacrificial death of Christ. If man could have been saved in any other way Christ would never have died the atoning death on Calvary. In unit seven we shall study what god did in providing salvation for fallen man. The account of what he did, the incarnation, the ministry of Christ on earth, the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ, is found in the four gospels.

2.
 THE ORIGIN OF THE ATONEMENT: 


(a) ORDAINED IN HEAVEN:

Rev. 13:8 "Lamb slain from the foundation of the world."


1 Peter 1:19-20 "blood of Christ. . . foreordained before the foundation of the world."


in the plan and mind of god Calvary was from the very beginning.


(b) INSTITUTED ON EARTH:

Genesis 3:21 "unto Adam also and to his wife did the lord god make coats of skins and clothed them." when god clothed Adam and eve blood was shed. This was the beginning of the crimson line of sacrifice that runs through the entire bible.

3. 
THE NECESSITY OF THE ATONEMENT:


(a) GOD'S HOLINESS AND MAN'S SINFULNESS:


The necessity of the atonement is based upon the facts of god's holiness and man's sinfulness. The reaction of god's holiness against man's sinfulness is known as his wrath, which may be averted by the atonement.

sin is violence done to the constitution, so as to speak, under which god and man live, just as unfaithfulness does violence to the covenant under which man and wife live. Sin is essentially an attack on god's honor and holiness. It is rebellion against god; for in willfully sinning man chooses his own will rather than god's, and for the time being becomes a law unto himself. But should god permit his honor to be attacked he would then cease to be god. His honor calls for the destruction of the one resisting him; his righteousness demands satisfaction of the violated law; and his holiness reacts against sin, this reaction being described as wrath. God's wrath is governed by personal considerations; he is not hasty to destroy the work of his hands. He pleads with man; he waits to be gracious. He delays judgment in the hope that his goodness shall lead man to repentance. However man misunderstands the divine, delays and scoffs at the thought of judgment.

The crucifixion revealed the awfulness of sin and pictured the dread penalty upon it. The cross of Jesus declares that he never was, is not, and never can be, indifferent to man's sin.

(b) SEPARATION FROM GOD:


Isaiah 59:2 "your iniquities have separated between you and your God!"


God is holy in nature which means that he is righteous in character and conduct. In order to maintain fellowship with god it is necessary to be holy. The atonement restores fellow-ship with god.


(c) WAGES OF SIN IS DEATH: The judgment of sin is death. Life


Is in the blood and when blood is spilled life is given. This explains the necessity of shed blood for the remission of sins. 


References: 
Romans 2:4
 Eccl. 8:11 

 

 Romans 3:25
 2 Peter 3:9

 

 Galatians 6:7

4. 
REDEMPTION: The word "redeem" in both Old and New Testaments means: 



(i)   To buy back by the paying of a price.



(ii)  To loose from bondage by the paying of a price.



(iii) To buy in a market and to take from a market.


Jesus is a redeemer and his atoning work is described as redemption. A redeemer must have the following qualifications:



(i)  He must be kin to the man.



(ii) He must be willing to redeem or buy back. 



(iii) He must have the price.


Jesus measured up to all three of these qualifications.


1 Corinthians 6:19-20 ". . . and ye are not your own? For ye are bought with a price."


We are bought with a price. What was the price?


1 Peter 1:18-19 "... ye were not redeemed with corruptible things ... But with the precious blood of Christ..." 


References:  
Lev. 25:47-49 
 
Titus 2:14

 



Matthew 20:28 
Revelation 5:9

 



Galatians 3:13

5.
 RECONCILIATION: Paul does not say that god was reconciled to man, but that god did something in order to reconcile man to himself. This act of reconciliation is a finished work; it is a work that has been done in the interests of men so that in the sight of god the entire world is already reconciled. It remains for the evangelist to proclaim it and the individual to receive it. Christ's death has made the reconciliation of all mankind possible; each individual must make it actual.


2 Corinthians 5:18-19 "and all things are of god, who bath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and bath given to us the ministry of reconciliation; to wit, that god was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself..."


Romans 5:10  "... we were reconciled to god by the death of his son... 


Colossians 1:21 "And you... yet now hath he reconciled."

6. 
THE EFFICACY OF THE ATONEMENT: the meaning of the word "efficacious" is "producing or sure to produce a desired result". what does the atonement produce?


(a) Pardon of transgressions:


John 1:29
Ephesians 1:7 
 Revelation 1:5


John 5.24
Hebrews 9:22-28


(b) Freedom from sin - not only free from the guilt of sin but also free from the power of sin - Rom. 6:14. 


(c) Deliverance from death - death is the result of sin. 


Hebrews 2:9 "that he by the grace of god should taste death for every man."


John 11: 26  "whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die.


(d) Gift of Everlasting Life. John 3:14-16 ". . . should not perish, but have eternal life... should not perish, but have everlasting life. 


(e) Victorious Life.


Christ conquered Satan on our behalf. Christians have the victory over the devil as -long as they have the victor over the devil.


References: 
Luke 10:17-20 
Colossians 2:15


Hebrews 2:14-15 
Revelation 12:11

7. THE NATURE OF THE ATONEMENT: the word "atonement" in the Hebrew means literally "to cover", and is translated in our authorized version by the following words: make atonement, purge, purge away, reconcile, make reconciliation, pacity, pardon, to be merciful, put off.

Atonement includes the covering of both the sins and the sinner. To atone for sin is to cover sin from god's sight so that it loses its power to provoke his wrath (Psalm 78:38; Psalm 79:9; Lev. 5:18).


when the blood was applied to the altar by the priest the Israelite was assured that the promise made to his forefathers would be realized for-him.


 "and when I see the blood i will pass over you" Exodus 12:13.


What were the effects of the atonement or covering? 


(i) Blotted out (Jer. 18:23; Isaiah 43:25).


(ii) Removed (Isaiah 6:7). 


(iii) Covered (Psalm 32:1). 


(iv) Cast into the depths of the sea (Micah 7:19). 


(v) Cast behind God's back (Isaiah 38:17). 


(vi) Pardoned (Psalm 78:38).

8. 
SUBSTITUTION: the sacrifices of the old testament were substitutionary in nature; they were reckoned as doing on the altar for the Israelite what he could not do for himself. In like manner Jesus did for us on the cross what we could not do for ourselves. Having taken human nature, he was able to identify himself with mankind and so suffer their penalty. He died in our stead;

He took the penalty that was ours, in order that we might escape it. One who was sinless by nature and who had never committed a sin in his life, became a sinner (or took the sinner's place).

2 Corinthians 5:21
"He hath made him to be sin for us."


1 Peter 2:24 "Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree".


Just as the ram caught in the thicket was a substitution of Isaac on Mount Moriah, even so was Christ a substitution for us. Just as Barabbas was set free by the death of Christ, even so may we be set free. Read and study care-fully Isaiah, chapter fifty-three.

9. PROPITIATION: the word "propitiation" is believed to come from a Latin word "prope" meaning "near". A sacrifice of propitiation brings man near to god, reconciles him to god by atoning for his transgression and winning divine faviour and grace. To propitiate is to appease the righteous wrath of a holy god by the offering of an atoning sacrifice. Christ is described as such a propitiation (Romans 3:25; 1 john 2:2; 4:10). Sin keeps man at a distance from god; but Christ has so dealt with sin on man's behalf that man may now "draw nigh" to god "in his name".

The word "propitiation" in Romans 3:25 is the same word in the Greek used to translate the word "mercy seat". In both Hebrew and Greek the word conveys the thought of an atoning sacrifice.

The consistent bible view is that the sin of man incurred the wrath of god. That wrath is averted only by Christ's atoning offering. From this stand-point his saving work is properly called propitiation.

All sin must be judged and it is here that the sins of all mankind have been judged. Christ paid the full penalty for the sins of every man. If our sins are not judged here, they will be judged at the white throne judgment (Rev. 20: 11-15).

UNIT SEVEN

FURTHER NOTES ON THE ATONEMENT  
LESSON TWO

1.
IMPORTANCE OF THE ATONEMENT: the incarnation was for the purpose of the atonement. Jesus partook of flesh and blood in order that he might die. He was manifested to take away our sins (1 john 3:5; Hebrews 2:14). Christ came into the world to give his life a ransom for many (Matt. 20:28). The faith of the atonement presupposes the faith of the incarnation. The incarnation is certainly a declaration of the purpose on the part of Jesus to save the world, but how was the world to be saved if not through the atonement? The atonement is the scarlet cord running through every page in the entire bible. cut the bible anywhere and it bleeds. One out of every forty-four verses in the New Testament speaks of the atonement and the death of Christ is mentioned one hundred and seventy-five times. Mosses and Elijah were interested in the death of Christ.


(Luke 9:30-31). The Old Testament prophets searched deeply into this great subject (1 Peter 1:11). The theme of the song in heaven is that of Christ's death (rev. 5:8-12).

2.
 UNSCRIPTURAL VIEWS OF CHRISTS'S DEATH: to some minds the death of Christ was just the death of a martyr. to others Christ's death was an exhibition to a sinful world of god's great love. To others he was an "example" only. Still others see it in the light of the fact that god being holy, deemed it necessary to show to the world his hatred for sin, and so his wrath fell on the Christ of Calvary. modern thought fails to see the necessity of Jesus dying for Stephen died a martyr and Saul of tarsus watched him die, but Paul did not preach forgiveness of sins through Stephen's death (acts 13:38). Light and erroneous views of the atonement come from light and erroneous views of sin. if we regard sin merely as an offence against man, a weakness of the human nature, or a mere disease, we shall not, of course, see the need of the atonement. We must see sin as the bible depicts it, in its exceeding sinfulness, that which must be punished, and guilt which needs expiation, then and only then, will we understand the reason for the cross of Christ.

3. 
EFFECTS OF CHRIST'S DEATH ON THE UNIVERSE: just as the entire world was affected by the fall of man, even so does the death of Christ have an effect on the entire universe. (Romans 8:19-23) Jesus Christ is the center of an universe which revolves around him and has now been reconciled by his death. Colossians 1:20. "and having made peace by the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself; by him I say; whether they be things in earth or in heaven." the propitiation reaches to the farthest bounds of the universe and as far as sin goes. in other words the remedy is as great as the need. Through the death of Christ, Satan's power has been neutralized (to be made of none effect). The lifting up of Christ on the cross meant casting down of Satan. Man need no longer be a slave of sin. Calvary brings to the needy a remission of the past, present, and future sins. Now it is not so much a question of what shall i do with my sins? But rather what shall I do with Jesus which is called Christ?

Colossians 2:14 "blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way nailing it to the cross."

References:  John 12:31-32; Romans 3:25-26; Hebrews 9:26

UNIT SEVEN

 THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST 
LESSON THREE

1. 
THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST: the resurrection of Christ is essential to our salvation. Christianity is the only religion that bases its claims of acceptance upon the resurrection of its founder. In the 15th chapter of 1 cor. The apostle Paul makes Christianity answer for its life for the literal truth of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

1 Corinthians 15:13-19 ". . . Then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain... Ye are yet in your sins... We are of all men most miserable." all is vain if Christ's body is not raised from the dead. Remove resurrection from Paul's gospel and his message is gone. The early church constantly affirmed the resurrection. The apostles preached it in the face of the fiercest opposition.

The resurrection is spoken of more than 100 times in the New Testament. 

If Jesus Christ had remained buried in the grave, the story of his life and death would have remained buried with him. The New Testament is an effect of Christ's resurrection. The resurrection does not grow out of the story of his life but the beautiful story of Christ's life grew out of the fact of his resurrection. The New Testament is the book of the resurrection.

In other words the resurrection of Christ's body from the tomb proves the deity of Jesus and the efficaciousness of the atonement to save sinners. 

References: acts 2:24; acts 3:15; acts 4:10

Acts 10:40; 1 peter 1:21-23; acts 13:30-34; acts 17:31; 1 Corinthians 15; phil. 3:21

2. 
PROOF OF THE RESURRECTION: the number of the witnesses to the resurrection was many. The weight of their testimony is quite conclusive. Both friends and enemies testified to the resurrection of Christ: the women, the disciples, the angels, and the roman guards.

The soldiers were bribed to tell the story of him being stolen from the tomb (Matt. 28:11-15). Note verse 13. If they were asleep, how could they know what took place?

We have the testimony of angels that Jesus had risen as was foretold (matt, 28:8; mark 16:6).

The apostle Paul lists a number of witnesses to the resurrection in the fifteenth chapter of 1 Corinthians: peter, the twelve, about five hundred brethren, James, the apostles, finally Paul himself on the' road to Damascus.

3. 
PERSONAL PROOF OF THE RESURRECTION: all the proof we need of the resurrection is the fact that Jesus Christ saves sinners, heals sick bodies, and abides within the hearts of his saints today. He not only has appeared to Saul of tarsus on the Damascus road but to each of his blood washed children on their respective roads. The reality of the resurrection is proven by the reality of his living presence today. We may sing in the words of rev. Ackley:

"you ask me how I. Know he lives? He lives within my heart."

It is possible to experience the power of his resurrection in our lives today. In fact, we must experience this if we are to be members of his church and in his kingdom. The resurrection of Christ made the power of the atonement effective. It took his death, burial and resurrection to provide salvation for us. Likewise it takes death, burial, and resurrection on our part to become recipients of the salvation provided for us.

4. 
THE APPEARANCES OF CHRIST AFTER THE RESURRECTION: it is necessary to read the account of the resurrection in the four gospels to get the story as it happened. Undoubtedly his appearances were as follows:

(i) The Women At The Tomb See The Angels. 


(ii) The women hurry to tell the disciples. Peter and john lived quite close; the other disciples were a greater distance from the tomb.


(iii) Peter And John Run To The Tomb John, Being Younger, Outrunning Peter.


(iv) Mary Follows Returning To The Tomb And Lingers There, And Sees Jesus.


(v) Jesus Appears To The Emmaus Disciples.


(vi) Jesus Appears To Peter.



(vii) Jesus Appears To Ten Apostles With Thomas Absent.


(viii) Jesus Appears To The Apostles With Thomas Present.


(ix) Jesus Appears To The Apostles And A Multitude On The Mount.


(x) Jesus Appears To The Apostles On The Shores Of Lake Galilee.


(xi)  Jesus Appears To James.



(xii)  Jesus Appears To The Apostles At The Ascension.


(xiii) Jesus Appears To Paul On The Road To Damascus.

5. 
THE MESSAGE OF THE EMPTY TOMB: one of the greatest messages of the empty tomb was told by the grave clothes and the napkin (john 20:6-7). In the resurrection of -Lazarus he came forth from the tomb bound hand and foot with the graveclothes. It was necessary to loose him from those by unwinding the graveclothes. (john 11:44) what was so startling to peter and john in the resurrection of Jesus Christ was the fact that the graveclothes and napkin were in their place untouched like they had been when the body was there but now the body was gone. It was not necessary to unwind any graveclothes for Jesus to arise. He simply came out of them. Likewise it was not necessary for the stone to be rolled back for Jesus to arise. The stone was not rolled back to make the resurrection possible; it was rolled back to show the world the empty tomb.

6. 
THE NATURE OF THE RESURRECTION:


(i) Christ rose literally from the grave. It was the same body that had been placed in the tomb (John 20:27; Luke 24:37-39). 


(ii) Christ rose with a real body, not a ghost or phantom. It was a body composed of flesh and bones (Luke 24:36-43). his body could be touched (John 20:20).


(iii) His body bore the marks of His passion (John 20:24-29). 


(iv) Christ ate and drank in the presence of His disciples (Acts 10:41).


(v) He could pass through barred doors and vanish (John 20:19). 1



(vi) Christ's body can no more taste of death (Romans 6:9-10). 


(vii) Christ was the first-fruits of the resurrection (1 Cor. 15:20).

7. 
THE MEANING OF THE RESURRECTION TO US:

(i) The resurrection brings assurance of justification.


Romans 4:25 "who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification."

The people waited outside the temple for the high priest to come out of the holy place, for they knew then that all their sins were borne away. Our high priest came out of the grave and by this we know that our sins are atoned for.

(ii) The resurrection of Christ brings assurance of our resurrection.


(iii)The resurrection of Christ makes coming judgment certain.


(iv) The resurrection makes eternal life certain (John 14:19).

UNIT SEVEN 
THE DOUBLE CURE 

LESSON FOUR

1. 
DIVINE HEALING PROVIDED IN THE ATONEMENT:


(a) DIVINE HEALING DEFINED: divine healing is healing of the body apart from all remedies. It is the power of god manifested in a miracle of healing. it is the spirit of god quickening our mortal bodies

(b) THE DOUBLE CURE: When Jesus died, he bore not only our iniquities but also our sicknesses. In the atonement is salvation for the soul and healing for the body. This is known as the double cure: salvation and healing.


Matthew 8:17 "himself took our infirmities, and bare our sick-nesses."

A beautiful type of this is seen at marah (Exodus 15:23-26).


The tree that was cast into the bitter waters is a type of the cross of Calvary. The bitter waters is a type of sin. With the sweetening of the waters was given a promise of health and healing.

Exodus 15:26 "I am the Lord that healeth thee."

2. 
THE CAUSE OF SICKNESS:

(a) PRIMARY CAUSE: In the beginning god created Adam and eve in perfect health sickness and death were unknown and obedience to god's commands would have insured the permanence of this blessed condition. As a result of disobedience death came to the human race and with it sickness. Here is seen the original cause of sickness.


(b) SECONDARY CAUSES: 



(i) sickness is sometimes brought upon an individual by sin in Deut. 28:58-61 is mentioned sins that would come upon Israel if they disobeyed his commandments.



(ii) sickness can also be traced to the agency of Satan (Job).



Luke 13:16 "whom Satan hath bound these eighteen years."



(iii) sickness is permitted that the works of god may be manifested.



John 9:3 "that the works of god should be manifest in him."

3. 
SCRIPTURAL FOUNDATION FOR DIVINE HEALING:


(i) Exodus 15:25-26 "... I will put none of these diseases upon thee, which I have brought upon the Egyptians; for I am the Lord thy God which healeth thee."


(ii) Job. Here we have the source of sickness and the course of action which brings healing.


(iii) Psalm 103:2-3 "Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits; who forgiveth all thine iniquities, who healeth all thy diseases."


(iv) Isaiah 53:4-5 "Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our... and with his stripes we are healed."


(v) Matthew 8:16-17 ". . . took our infirmities, and bare our sick-nesses."


(vi) Mark 16:15-18 "These signs shall follow them that believe. . . they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover."

(vii) James 5:14 "Is any sick among you?. . . and the prayer of faith shall save the sick."

4. 
JESUS CHRIST, EVER THE SAME:

Hebrews 13:8 "Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and today, and for ever. " the fact that Jesus Christ does not change is one of the greatest proofs we need that Jesus heals today. During his ministry upon earth Jesus healed all that were brought to him (Matthew 8:16). if he bore our pains in his own body on the cross, surely he will do for his children today as much as when he was here upon earth. This scripture in Hebrews 13:8 is sufficient evidence for each of us to accept him as the great physician. When we do this we are then ready to receive our healing.

UNIT SEVEN 
REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. Write a paragraph on: The Necessity of the Atonement.

2. Explain clearly the following terms:

 (a) Propitiation (b) Efficacious

3. How did Jesus meet the qualifications of a redeemer?

4. Describe the scene inside the. empty tomb which convinced Peter and John.

5. Show from Scripture that the following statements are true: 

(a) The atonement was ordained in Heaven.

(b) Jesus died a substitutionary death.

(c) Paul was a witness of the resurrection of Jesus.

(d) Christ's resurrection proves a physical resurrection.

6.What does the term, "The Double Cure" have reference to?

7. Where may our sins be judged?

8. Name the appearances of Jesus Christ between the resurrection and the ascension.

UNIT EIGHT 
SALVATION RECEIVED

LESSON ONE
SALVATION

LESSON TWO
FAITH

LESSON THREE 
REPENTANCE

LESSON FOUR
JUSTIFICATION

LESSON FIVE .....
THE NEW BIRTH

LESSON SIX .....
HEALING RECEIVED

REVIEW QUESTIONS


UNIT EIGHT 

SALVATION 

LESSON FOUR
1. 
SALVATION:  this great word, "salvation", is the theme of the whole bible, and the theme of every gospel sermon. The great hymns of the church sing of the great salvation wrought by Jesus Christ.


We would like to quote Schofield in his note on Romans 1:16 - "the Hebrew and Greek words for salvation imply the ideas of deliverance, safety, preservation, healing and soundness. Salvation is the great inclusive word of the gospel, gathering into itself all the redemptive acts and processes; as justification, redemption, grace, propitiation, imputation, forgiveness, sanctification, and glorification. "

2. 
SALVATION RECEIVED: in the last unit we studied god's part in providing salvation; in this unit we shall study man's part in receiving salvation. What god did for man in providing salvation is found in the four gospels; what man has to do to receive this is found in the book of acts. It took death, burial, and resurrection on the part of Christ to provide salvation; man has to be identified with Christ in death, burial, and resurrection to enter into full salvation.

3. 
SALVATION IS FROM JESUS CHRIST ALONE:


(i) As soon as man sinned God announced His great plan of Salvation.


(ii) Jesus came to seek and save the lost (Luke 19:10), (Genisis 3:15) 


(iii) It is a gift from God (Romans 6:23).


(iv) There is salvation in no other (Acts 4:12).

4. 
SALVATION IS OBTAINED BY GRACE AND NOT BY WORKS:

(i) Not by law (Romans 10:2-4).


(ii) Not by works (Ephesians 2:8-10).

5. 
SALVATION IS FOR THE WHOLE MAN: it is not merely forgiveness of sins and justification, but it includes cleansing, keeping, regeneration, bodily healing, future resurrection, and glorification. Salvation includes the following: 

(i) Jesus bore our sicknesses (Matthew 8:17).


(ii) Redemption of the body (Romans 8:19-23). 


(iii) Curse lifted from the earth (Isaiah 11:6-9).
6. 
SALVATION IS IN THREE TENSES: PAST, PRESENT, FUTURE:

(i) We have been saved from the guilt and penalty of sin. 


Ephesians 1:7 "in whom we have redemption through his blood the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace."

Titus 3:5 "according to his mercy he saved us. Ephesians 2:8 "for by grace are ye saved through faith. 

(ii) We are being saved from the habit, power, and dominion of sin.


Romans 6:14" sin shall not have dominion over you."

Phil. 2:12-13 "work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.

2 Cor. 3:18 "are changed into the same image from glory to glory." 

(iii) we are to be saved from the consequences of sin.

Romans 13:11 "now is our salvation nearer than when we believed." 1 peter 1:5 "unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time." phil. 3:20-21 "who shall change our vile body."

The saints can look back into the past to a definite work of grace in their hearts and lives; at the same time they are experiencing a work of grace in their lives daily, and are looking forward to the rapture. Salvation as experienced in the life of man is an act, a process, and a consummation. We have been saved, we are being saved, and we shall be saved. In reality no one is fully saved until the resurrection and glorification.

7. 
STEPS IN RECEIVING SALVATION: full new testament salvation embraces all of the following steps and none of them can be deliberately and willfully omitted: 

8. Resurrection and Rapture.


7. Live a Holy Life, Holiness. 6. Receive the Holy Ghost.


5. Be baptized by immersion in the Name of Jesus. 


4. Repent of sin, confession, restitution, etc.


3. Believe on Jesus Christ, Faith.


2. Be convicted of sin, realize the need of salvation.


1. Hear the Word of Life, the Gospel.


When are we saved? We may understand the answer to this question by looking at the children of Israel. When were they saved? They were saved when the blood was applied to the door of their homes, and yet they were not yet saved. When we understand the .true meaning of salvation, the length and breadth and the scope of this great experience, we will not make the mistake of pinpointing it to one single experience.

8. 
THREE ASPECTS OF SALVATION:

(i) JUSTIFICATION: this is a judicial term bringing to our minds, a courtroom scene. Man, guilty and condemned before God, is acquitted and declared righteous - but is, justified.


(ii) REGENERATION AND ADOPTION: this suggests a household scene. The soul, dead in trespasses and in sins, needs a new life, which new life is imparted by a divine act of regeneration. The person then becomes a child of God and a member of his household.


(iii) SANCTIFICATION: this suggests a temple scene, for the word is connected primarily with the worship of God. Set right in relation to god's law and. Born again to a new life, the person is henceforth dedicated to the service of God. Bought with a price, he is no longer his own; he departs not from the temple (figuratively speaking) but serves' god day and night (Luke 2:37). He is sanctified by god and self-given to God.


All three of these terms describe the same experience of salvation and all begin with the hearing of the gospel. They do not necessarily speak of different experiences but rather give us different pictures of the same great experience of being saved. All three of these blessings of grace were procured by the atoning death of Christ and imparted to man by the Holy Ghost. We deal with the first two of these aspects in this unit of study and sanctification in the following unit.


Through justification - man is declared righteous.

Through regeneration- - man becomes a child of god, a member of the body of Christ, a member of the kingdom of god.

Through sanctification man becomes a saint. All of these are necessary for full New Testament salvation.

9. 
SALVATION IS NEGLECTED AT A FEARFUL COST: there is only one plan of salvation provided from us by the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Unbelief and rejection of Jesus Christ means the eternal loss of the soul of man in hell fire which was prepared for the devil and his angels.

References: Hebrews 2:1-4; Hebrews 10:28-29; 1 John 5:10; John 3:18-21.

10.
 THREE ELEMENTS IN SALVATION:

1 John 5: 8 "And there are three that bear witness in earth, the spirit, and the water, and the blood: and these three agree in one."

There are three elements in salvation: blood, water, spirit. these are associated together again and again in scripture. 

They do not conflict one with the other but rather they agree in one. In the plan of salvation they are in Jesus Christ and made available to the sinner in the name of Jesus.

The importance of these three elements will be seen when we see how often they are in close association.


BLOOD

WATER


SPIRIT


At Creation
Rev. 13:8 

Gen. 1: 2;
G en. 1: 2


At the Flood
Altar built

Flood

Dove (symbol)


Passover

Blood applied
Red Sea
Cloud


Mt. Carmel   
Sacrifice  

12 barrels  
Fire


Tabernacle  
Altar


Laver

Holy Place


To Nicodemus
John 3:14

Water

 Spirit


At Calvary
John 19: 34

John 19:34
Gave up the Ghost


At Pentecost   
Acts 2: 36 

Baptism
Holy Ghost

Can we say that any one of these elements is not essential? Certainly not. If that be true, then each of them is important and does a definite work in salvation. Let us not say that any one of them can be left out. Also let us not say that one has received nothing when he has gone only part way and experienced only one of these elements. Let us remember that there are three and that they agree in one work of salvation.

11. 
THE SCRIPTURAL ORDER: often the question is asked: "when is the blood applied?" in reply to this we must keep to the scripture. What was the order at the passover?

In the tabernacle? At Mt. Carmel? In each case it was blood, water, spirit. Naturally the blood cannot be applied literally. It is a matter of faith in the atonement. It is a faith unto obedience that receives and appropriates the atoning virtue of the shed blood. It is the opinion of the writer that this becomes an experience at the birth of the word which compares with conception in the natural birth. Remember that the three: blood, water, spirit are all in the name of Jesus.

12.
 SALVATION IN THE APOSTOLIC CHURCH:


(i)  Day of Pentecost  -Acts 2 - Repentance, baptism in the name of Jesus Christ, gift of the Holy Ghost.

(ii)  Samaritans  -Acts 8 - Believed the gospel, baptized in the name of Lord Jesus, Holy Ghost.

(iii) Cornelius Household  - Acts 10 - Believed, gift of the Holy Ghost, Baptized in the Name of the Lord.

(iv) Saul of Tarsus  -Acts 9 - Eyes Opened, Baptized calling on the Name of the Lord, Holy Ghost.

(v)   Lydia
Acts 16 - heart opened, baptized.


(vi) Philippian Jailer  -Act s 16 - believed on the lord Jesus Christ, baptized.

(vii) Ephesians -Acts 19 - repentance, baptism in the name of the lord Jesus, holy ghost.

We have not attempted a detailed study here of this subject, but we would urge each student of the bible to carefully examine how the apostolic church received salvation. The experience of the apostolic church is the experience of full New Testament salvation.

UNIT EIGHT


FAITH 


LESSON TWO

1. 
DEFINITION OF FAITH: What is saving faith? It is a faith from the heart. Faith means belief and trust. It is the assent of the mind and the consent of the will. Intellectual faith is not sufficient. (James 2:19; Acts 8:13, 21). A person may give intellectual assent to the gospel without committing his life to it. Belief in the heart is essential (Romans 10:9). Intellectual faith means the willing dedication of one's life to the obligations which these facts involve. Faith as trust implies also an emotional element; thus saving faith is an act of the entire personality involving intellect, emotion and will.

The faith that saves is a living faith that works. It is not just a mental assent. It is a faith unto obedience. Without repentance it is impossible for a man to believe to the saving of his soul. Likewise without obedience it is impossible to believe.

Faith, repentance, obedience are all necessary and essential and you cannot have two of them without the third. This truth clearly explains many the story of the conversion of things which could not be understood otherwise the Philippians jailer makes this plain.

2.
 KNOWLEDGE: faith rests upon the best of evidence, namely, the word of god. Faith is no blind act of the soul; it is not a leap in the dark. Such a thing as believing with the heart without the head is out of the question. A man may believe with his head without believing with his heart; but he cannot believe with his heart without believing with his head too (Psalm 9:10; Romans 10:17; Romans 10:14).

3. 
 ASSENT: There must be an assent in the heart to the Word of God (Mark 12:32).

4. 
APPROPRIATION:  a man may know Christ as divine,, and yet reject him as saviour. Faith is the consent of the will to the assent of the understanding.

Faith always has in it the idea of action - movement towards its object. It is the soul leaping forth to embrace and appropriate the Christ in whom it believes. Faith connects the grace of god and the sinner. Faith is the hand which takes what god offers.

John 1:12 "but as many as received him to them gave he power to..."

Eph. 2:8-9 "for by grace are ye saved through faith."

5. 
THE SOURCE OF FAITH:

(i)  DIVINE: faith is a gift of his grace. God wills to work faith in all men, and will do so if they do not resist the Holy Spirit. We are responsible not so much for the lack of faith as for resisting the spirit who will create faith in our hearts (Romans 12:3; Hebrews 12:2; Galatians 5:22).


(ii) HUMAN: 


a. Hearing the Word - Rom. 10:17; Acts 4:4; Gal. 3:5; Rom.4:19


b. Prayer
- Luke 22:32; Luke 17:5


c. Faith grows by the use of faith - Matt. 25:29; 1 Peter 1:7.

6. 
RESULTS OF FAITH: salvation with all of its aspects and phases is a result of faith. Our whole salvation with its fruits is dependent upon faith.

7. 
THE PROPER ORDER: fact, faith, feeling - this is god's order. Satan would reverse this order and put feeling before faith. All goes well as long as the proper order is kept. Feed faith with facts, not with feeling. Steam is of main importance not for sounding the whistle but for moving the wheels. If there is a lack of steam, blowing the whistle will not help - we need more water and more fire under it. So it is with faith.

UNIT EIGHT

REPENTANCE

 LESSON THREE

1. 
DEFINITION OF: Repentance is "godly sorrow for sin". However sorrow for sin alone is not repentance although it might work repentance (2 Cor. 7:9-11). Repentance is not only feeling sorry but it is a dying to sin, a right-about face. One little boy said, "Being sorry enough to quit."

2. 
IMPORTANCE:

John the Baptist preached it. 


-Matt. 3:1-2


Jesus preached it.



-Matt. 4:17


Jesus commanded the twelve to preach it. 
-Luke 24:47


Jesus commanded the seventy to preach it.
-Luke 10: 9


Peter preached it.



- Acts 2:38


Paul preached it.




- Acts 20:21


God's command to all men everywhere. 
- Acts 17:30; 2 Peter 3:9


Unless man repents he shall perish.  

- Luke 13:3

3.
THE NATURE OF REPENTANCE:


(i) As touching the intellect - it is a change of mind (Matt. 21:29).


(ii) As touching the emotions -it is a godly sorrow (2 Cor. 7:7-11). Luke 18:13 - The publican beat upon his breast indicating sorrow. There must be a certain amount of heart sorrow even if there is little evidence of it outwardly. It is not only a heart broken be-cause of sin but it is a heart broken from sin.

(iii) As touching the will - it is a decision.


It is a turning from sin to Jesus. The prodigal not only was sorry but he arose and turned his footsteps homeward. Men must forsake that which he wishes God to remit.

a. Confession of sin  

- Psalm 38:18; Luke 18:13; Luke 15:21. 


b. Forsaking of sin  

- Isaiah 55:7; Proverbs 28:13; Matt. 3:8-10. 


c. Turning to God  

- Acts 26:18; 1 Thess. 1:9.


(iv) It is an actual death to sin, self, and the world (1 Cor. 15:36; Romans 6:3-4).

4.
 HOW REPENTANCE IS PRODUCED:

(i) It is a divine gift. Repentance does not originate within. man but comes from Jesus.


Acts 11:18 "Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted repentance.


2 Timothy 2:25 "If God peradventure will give thee repentance... Acts 5:30-31 "to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of. . . " 


(ii) It is brought about by certain means. The preaching of the gospel produces it - not just any preaching but the preaching of the true gospel in the power of the Holy Spirit (Jonah 3:5-10; 1 Thess. 1:5-10). goodness of God - Romans 2:4; 2 Peter 3:9.


Chastisement of God - Rev. 3:19; Hebrews 12:6, 10, 11. Christian reproof - 2 Timothy 2:24-25.

5. 
RESULTS OF REPENTANCE:

(i) Heaven is made glad (Luke 15:7, 10).


(ii) It brings pardon and forgiveness of sins. Repentance does not merit forgiveness but is a condition for it. repentance qualifies a man for a pardon, but it does not entitle him to it (Isa. 55:7; Acts 3:19).


(iii) It qualifies one for regeneration - water baptism and the gift for of the Holy Ghost (Acts 2: 38).

6. 
RESTITUTION: To what extent does restitution enter into repentance? Honor and moral principle call for restitution in as far as it is possible. The Lord will not do for us what we can do for ourselves.


Luke 19:1-10 - the repentance of Zacchaeus included restitution. Matt, 5:24 "... first be reconciled to thy brother."

UNIT EIGHT

JUSTIFICATION 

LESSON FOUR

1.
DEFINITION OF: justification is a change in a man's relation or standing with god. It has to do with the relations that have been disturbed by sin, and these relations are personal. According to Deut. 25:1 it means to declare or cause to appear innocent or righteous. It is a question of relationship and means that a person is set in right relation with god. Strictly speaking, justification is the judicial act of god whereby those who put faith in Christ are declared righteous, and declared free from guilt and punishment.

Psalm 32:2 "... unto whom the lord imputeth not iniquity.. ." Romans 4:2-8 - reckon righteous.

2. 
WHAT IT CONSISTS OF:


(i) FORGIVENESS OF SIN AND REMOVAL OF ITS GUILT: This means that all our sins are forgiven, and the guilt and punishment thereof removed. Justification is more than mere acquittal. It is handling the entire sin question. Justification - "just-as-if I'd never-sinned. " References: Micah 7:1-19; Psalm 130:34; Acts 13:38-39; Numbers 23:23; Romans 8:33-34; Romans 8:1.


(ii) IMPUTATION OF THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF CHRIST TO THE SINNER: in the Old Testament righteousness was imputed only; in the New Testament righteousness is both imputed and imparted. in justification it is imputed; in regeneration it is imparted by the holy ghost. References: Romans 3:22; Romans 5:17-21; 1 Cor. 1:30.

3.
 HOW ARE WE JUSTIFIED? 


(i) NOT BY WORKS: Romans 3:20 "Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified."


Romans 3:28 "A man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law. "


Eph. 2:9 "Not by works, lest any man should boast. "


The first step then in justification is to despair of works. good works follow but do not precede justification. The working man is not justified then but the justified man is the working man.


(ii) FAITH:

Romans 5:1 "Therefore being justified by faith."


Romans 4:5 "but to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness."

Gal. 2:16 "knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by-the faith of Christ."


Many more scriptures may be given to show that faith is the chief condition to be met for justification. Abraham believed God and it was counted unto him for righteousness (Romans 4:3). The condition that Abraham met is the condition that man must meet today. However, let us always remember that Abraham obeyed god, Abraham had fellowship with God, and Abraham was so dedicated that he was willing to offer up Isaac, the promised son, on an altar of sacrifice. Faith cannot be separated from repentance and obedience. The man who believes God will also obey the full gospel and walk in all the light he has.

4. 
THE EVIDENCE OF JUSTIFICATION: Works must follow our faith as evidence of our faith. If faith is there, the full gospel will be whole-heartedly obeyed. There will be repentance, water baptism in Jesus' name, and the baptism of the Holy Ghost, followed by a holy life. It is impossible for a man to believe god for salvation and rebel against being baptized in Jesus' name or speaking in tongues.


REGENERATION, OR THE NEW BIRTH

UNIT EIGHT
REGENERATION, OR THE NEW BIRTH 
LESSON FIVE

1.
 DEFINITION OF: By regeneration we are admitted into the kingdom of god. There is no other way of becoming a child of God but by being born from above. Regeneration is not a natural forward step in man's development; it is a supernatural act of God. It is not evolution, but the communication of a new life. It revolution - a change of direction resulting from that life.


(i) A SPIRITUAL QUICKENING, A new birth: regeneration is the impartation of a new and divine life; a new creation; the production of a new thing. It is Genesis 1:26 over again. It is not the old nature altered, reformed, or re-invigorated, but a new birth from above. By nature man is dead in sin (Eph. 2:1); the new birth imparts to him new life, the life of God, so that henceforth he is as those that are alive from the dead; he has passed out of death into life (John 3:3-7; John 5:21, 24; Eph. 2:10; 2 Corinthians 5:17).


(ii) THE IMPARTATION OF A NEW NATURE:

2 Peter 1:4  "By these ye might be partakers of the divine nature. 


Eph. 4:24  "put on the new man... created in righteousness and true holiness. "


References: Col. 3:10 ;  Galatians 2:20; 1 John 3:9; Ezekiel 36:25-27; 1 John 3:6-9; Acts 16:24.

2.
 THE NECESSITY OF THE NEW BIRTH:

(i) THE NEED IS UNIVERSAL: The need is as far reaching as sin and the human race. no age, sex, position, condition, exempts anyone from this necessity. not to be born again excludes one entirely from the kingdom of god and the church.


John 3:3 "Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God."


Gal. 6:15 "For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature."


(ii) MAN'S SINFUL CONDITION DEMANDS IT: The heart is deceitful and does not welcome God; we need to be pure in heart to see God. No education, no culture can bring about such a needed change God alone can do it.


John 3:6  "That which is born of the flesh is flesh. "Jeremiah 13:23 "Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his spots? then may ye also do good that are accustomed to do evil. "


Romans 8:8 "So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God."


Romans 7:18 ". . . in my flesh dwelleth no good thing."


(iii) THE HOLINESS OF GOD DEMANDS IT: if without holiness no man shall see the Lord (Heb. 12:14) and if holiness is not attained by any natural development or self-effort, then the re-generation of our nature is absolutely necessary.

3. 
HOW MAY WE UNDERSTAND THE NEW BIRTH? Jesus compared regeneration with the natural birth when he told Nicodemus that he had to be born again. Jesus used the expressions "born of water" and "born of spirit". in the epistles we find scriptures that speak of being "born of the word".


It is the firm conviction of the writer that. the best way to have a clear understanding of the new birth is to compare it with the natural birth even as Jesus did.


a. Conception
 - Hearing and believing the gospel.


b. Physical birth  
 - Water baptism in name of Jesus.


c. Breath enters the new born babe - Baptism of Holy Ghost.

4.
 THE MEANS OF REGENERATION: 


(a) A DIVINE WORK:


John 1:13
- "Born not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man but of God."

John 3:5
- "be born. . . of the spirit. " James 1:18 - "of his own will begat he us." Titus 3:5
- "renewing of the Holy Ghost. "


(b) MAN'S PART: There must be a personal acceptance of Jesus Christ. a dead man cannot assist at his own resurrection but he can obey the command of Christ, "come forth".

John 1:12 "as many as received him... "

 (c) BORN OF THE WORD: Through hearing the gospel, the word of life, the life-giving seed, is planted in the heart. if the soil is right and conditions are suitable, the seed will germinate and grow. This com-pares with James 1:18 - "the word of truth."

1 Peter 1:23 "born again of incorruptible seed, but the word of God." 

1 Cor. 4:15 " begotten through the gospel."

(d) BORN OF WATER: this is water baptism in the name of Jesus Christ. Much argument has been against this truth. However, the testimony of the scripture proves conclusively that the birth of water is water baptism. This compares with the natural birth when a child enters the world.

Titus 3:5
"by the washing of regeneration..."

John 3:5
"Except a man be born of water. .."

1 Peter 3:21 "Even baptism doth also now save us." Heb. 10:22 "our bodies washed with pure water."

Mark 16:16 "He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved." 

(e) BORN OF SPIRIT: this is the baptism of the Holy Ghost. This is not only the impartation of eternal life, divine life to the believer, but the infilling of the heart and life with the Holy Spirit. It is the adopting of the believer as a son, and placing him in the body (church), and sealing to the day of redemption. The evidence of this experience is speaking with tongues.

Romans 8:9 "now if any man have not the spirit of Christ, he is none of his."

Romans 8:16  "The Spirit itself beareth witness with our Spirit, that we are the children of God."

1 Cor. 6:19 "your body is the temple of the holy ghost which is in you."

1 Cor. 12:13  "For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body... drink into one Spirit. "

Eph, 1:13 "Ye were sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise.

Col. 1:27 "Christ in you, the hope of glory."

5. ADOPTION: adoption means 'the placing of a son. It is a roman word, for adoption was hardly known among the Jews. The word is Pauline. It is used when the questions of privileges and heirship are involved.

(a) Takes place at the New Birth - John 1:12; Gal. 3:26; 1 John 3:2 

(b) Completed at the Rapture - Rom. 8:19; Rom. 8:23; 1 John 3:1-3. 

(c) Blessings of Adoption - God's Love; Fatherly Care; Family Name; Family Lineness; Family Love; Chastisement; Inheritance.

UNIT EIGHT  

HEALING RECEIVED  

LESSON SIX

This unit of study is dealing with man's part in receiving salvation from god which has already been provided. Healing of the body has also been provided for in the atonement. Just as there are conditions to be met in receiving salvation, even so there are conditions to be met in receiving healing. Let us study some of the conditions -that can be met, and steps that we can take in receiving healing.

1.
PRAY:

James 5:13 "Is any among you afflicted? Let him pray."


We must ask if we desire healing. "ask, and it shall be given you." prayer is essential in receiving from god and having our needs met."

2.
 CALL FOR THE ELDERS OF THE CHURCH:


James 5:14 "Is any sick among you? Let him call for the elders of the church."


This certainly does not mean travelling hundreds of miles to some great professed healer. The elders of the church will be in your own local assembly - your pastor and those who assist him in the ministry. It is your pastor's prayers that god will honor here for this is the instruction he has given you.

3.
 CONFESS YOUR FAULTS:


James 5:16 "Confess your faults... that ye may be healed."


Sin covered up in your life will hinder your healing. Many need to examine their hearts and be cleansed from secret faults (Psalm 19:12).

4.
 BE ANOINTED WITH OIL IN THE NAME OF THE LORD: 


James 5:14 "anointing him with oil in the name of the lord." this is the ministry of the elder who prays. Oil is a symbol of the Holy Spirit. Anointing is done in the name of Jesus for he is the great physician and the one who heals. There is healing in the name of Jesus. Acts 4:16 "His name through faith in his name hath made this man strong."

5. 
HAVE HANDS LAID ON:


Mark 16:18 "they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover." Again this is the ministry of the elder (your pastor) who prays.

This is listed among the signs that follow them who believe. God honors the ministry of laying on of hands and through this act there is a definite impartation of the power of God.

6.
 READ GOD'S WORD TO BUILD YOUR FAITH:


Romans 10:17 "Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God." God's word is the greatest builder of faith. Get a promise from the lord on which to build your faith. Doubts put you out of touch with the lord; faith puts you in touch with him.

7. 
HAVE FAITH IN GOD:

Mark 11:24 "What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them."


Without faith it is impossible to please God. All things are possible if we only believe. Faith is the hand that reaches out to receive from him what you need.

8. 
FORGIVE THOSE WHO HAVE WRONGED YOU: 


Mark 11:25 "and when ye stand praying, forgive." An unforgiving spirit unfits you to approach a merciful god.

9.
MEDITATE UPON THE SUFFERINGS OF CHRIST FOR YOUR BODY: 


Matt. 8:17 "Himself took our infirmities and bare our sicknesses."


It is necessary to clearly understand that the price has been paid for our healing; we are but to receive. We are instructed to discern the lord's body in the communion service (1 Cor. 11:29).

10. 
RESIST THE DEVIL:

James 4:7 "Resist the devil, and he will flee from you."


The devil will bring on old symptoms and try to defeat your faith. It is necessary to resist him.

UNIT EIGHT

REVIEW QUESTIONS

1.
(a) State THREE Aspects of Salvation.


(b) State THREE Tenses of Salvation giving one Scripture for each. 


(c) Write a paragraph on "Salvation" stating clearly your under-standing of this term.

2. 
Show clearly how there is no confliction in the following Scriptures: Acts 2:38 and Acts 16:31.

3. 
Show from Scripture that "being born of the Spirit" and the "Baptism of the Holy Spirit" are one.

4. 
Define: 


(a) Justification 


(b) Restitution 


(c) Adoption

5. 
In Salvation there is both the Divine and the Human element, or God's part and


man's part. Using "faith" and "repentance" show how this statement is true.

6. 
Using Scriptures show the relation between "Death, Burial., and resurrection" and man's salvation.

7. 
Arrange the following words in proper sequence:


Sanctification, baptism of Holy Ghost, rapture, repentance, faith, hearing the gospel, water baptism in Jesus name, conviction.

8. 
The following are words in groups of three that are connected in our study. In each case one word is left out; fill in the missing word.


(a) Facts, Faith................


(b) Faith............ Obedience


(c) Word, Water................


(d) Knowledge, Assent...........

(e) Blood................, Spirit.

UNIT NINE 

HOLINESS

LESSON ONE
SANCTIFICATION

LESSON TWO
HOLINESS

LESSON THREE
CHRISTIAN PERFECTION

LESSON FOUR
PRACTICAL HOLINESS

LESSON FIVE
ETERNAL SECURITY

REVIEW QUESTIONS



UNIT NINE

SANCTIFICATION 

LESSON ONE 

1. 
SANC TIFICATION:


1 Thessalonians 4:3 "For this is the will of God, even your sanctification that ye should abstain from fornication." sanctification means separation from evil and dedication to god and his service. The scriptures make clear that sanctification has to do with the turning away from all that is sinful and defiling to both soul and body. However it means not only a separation from, but also a separation unto. in order to be sanctified a person must be separated from sin but also be separated unto holiness. Whatever is set apart from a profane to a sacred use, whatever is devoted exclusively to the service of god is sanctified.


References:  2 Chron. 29:5, 15-18; Exodus 19:20-22; Lev. 27:14-16; Numbers 8:17; Ezekiel 36:23; Hebrews 9:3

2. 
PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE: Sanctification may be viewed as past, present, and future, or we may speak of instantaneous, progressive, and complete sanctification.


1 Corinthians 6:11 "and such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the lord Jesus and by the spirit of our God."


Hebrews10:14 "For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified."


In these scriptures we read of sanctification as being already in the past. Notice that in the first of these scriptures Paul names sanctification before justification. Therefore there is a definite work of sanctification that takes place early in the experience of salvation. Some folk canonize people after they are dead, but the New Testament canonizes them while they are living. Every true believer is a saint and set apart (sanctified) for the service of god; otherwise he is not a Christian.

3.
PROGRESSIVE SANCTIFICATION: Justification differs from sanctification in this manner: the former is an instantaneous act with no progression; while the latter is a crisis (decisive point) with a view to a process, an act which is instantaneous and at the same time carries with it the idea of growth unto completion.


2 Peter 3:18 "Grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ."


2 Corinthians 3:18 "But we... are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the spirit of our God."


The tense of the verb is interesting here. We are being changed from one degree of character, or glory, to another. Sanctification being progressive we are exhorted to:

(i) Increase and abound in love (1 Thessalonians 3:12).

 
(ii) Increase more and more (1 Thessalonians 4:10).


(iii) Perfect holiness in the fear of GOD (2 Corinthians 7:1).

4. 
HOW ARE WE SANCTIFIED? Both God and man contribute and cooperate to- wards the desired end. We must turn from sin and dedicate ourselves to god but it is actually god himself that does the sanctifying. It is like a cold man bringing himself to the fire to be warmed.


Ephesians 5:25-26 ". . . Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; that he might sanctify and cleanse it.. ."


Hebrews 10:10 "By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all."

UNIT NINE


HOLINESS 


LESSON TWO

1. 
GOD IS HOLY: The holiness of god means his absolute moral purity. He can neither sin nor tolerate sin. The root meaning of the word "holy" is "separate". In what sense is god separated? He is perfect; man is imperfect. God is divine; man is human. He is morally perfect; man is sinful.  We see then that holiness is the attribute which guards the distinction between God and the creature. It denotes not merely an attribute of God but the divine nature itself. It is the attribute of god which he would have us remember above all others for it is this great separation between God and man which hinders fellowship.

When God reveals himself in a way that impresses man with his deity, he is said to sanctify himself that is he reveals himself as the holy one. Men are said to sanctify God when they honor and reverence him as divine. When they dishonor him by the violation of his commandments they are said to profane hi m. 


References:


Joshua 24:19
Psalm 5:4



Psalm 145:17
Isaiah 43:14



Luke 1:49

1 Peter 1:15-16



Ezek. 26:23

Lev. 10:3





Exodus 15:11
Lev. 20:26



1 Samuel 2:2
Psalm 111:9




Isaiah 6:3

Jer. 23:9

   
James 1:13 
   
Rev. 4:8

   
Numbers 20:12
Is a. 8:13

   
Lev. 11:44-45

2.
ONLY GOD IS HOLY IN HIMSELF: Holy people, buildings, and objects are so described because god has made them holy, or sanctified them. the word "holy" applied to persons or objects is a term expressing a relationship to Jesus Christ the fact of being set apart having been set apart articles must be clean; and persons must dedicate themselves to live according to the law of holiness. 

sin disturbs the relationship between god and man and untimately the impenitent sinner is cast eternally out of God's presence. This is the "second death".

On many occasions this relationship was reaffirmed, enlarged upon, and interpreted under an arrangement known as a covenant. to keep the covenant, is to be in right relationship with god for he who is righteous can have fellowship only with those who do right and to be in fellowship with god means life from beginning to end, the scripture declared this truth, that obedience and life go together.


Amos 3:3 "Can two walk together, except they be agreed? 


Rev. 22:14 "Blessed are they that do his commandments that they may have right to the tree of life."


What is the answer to these questions? 


Exodus 3:5 - What made the ground holy? 


Exodus 26:33-34 - Why was the sanctuary called the most holy place?


1 Corinthians 3:17 - What makes the temple holy? How may the church be holy?

3. 
MEANING OF THE WORD "HOLY": This word is translated from the Hebrew "quodesh" meaning "set apart for god". The word is translated "holy, consecrate, sanctify." this is always the fundamental idea of a holy, consecrated, separated, or sanctified person or thing - something set apart for God.

4. 
THE BEAUTY OF HOLINESS:


Psalm 29:2 "Worship the lord in the beauty of holiness.

there is no beauty that can compare with that of holiness.

The world is very beauty conscious but the farther the world gets from a proper concept of true holiness the more warped does their conception of beauty become. This can be seen clearly in so called "modern art".


The church is only beautiful as she becomes a holy church, sanctified by the presence of Jesus Christ. Likewise a truly beautiful person is one who is holy, filled with God's spirit. The beauty of holiness comes from within and radiates out the presence of God.

5.
 HOW DOES MAN BECOME HOLY?  In bringing about holiness in a man's life there are two agencies: divine or the presence of the Holy Spirit, and human. 


(a) DIVINE AGENCY:

John 17:17 "Sanctify them through thy truth.


2 Corinthians 3:18 ". . . are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the spirit of the lord." 


Ephesians 5:26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word."


1 Thess. 5:23 "and the very god of peace sanctify you wholly. Just as it took the presence of god in the burning bush to make the sands of the wilderness "holy ground", even so it takes the presence of god in a man's life to make him holy. The work of sanctification begins in his life with the hearing of the gospel message for the word of God has a cleansing influence in the heart of the hearer. This work of sanctification continues through the steps of faith, repentance and water baptism in the name of Jesus. However, the work of sanctification is chiefly accomplished at the baptism of the Holy Spirit. When god's spirit comes into a life, his presence makes the life holy and work continues until he is taken from this world.


The righteous man under the law became righteous by doing righteously; under grace he does righteously because he has been made righteous. In the Old Testament righteousness was imputed; in the New Testament church righteousness is both imputed and directly imparted by the power of the holy spirit. As far as his salvation is concerned man is perfect as soon as he is born of the spirit because everything that Jesus does is perfect. (b) human agency: this may be divided into two thoughts:


(i) Bringing Himself To JESUS: Through surrender, consecration, separation from the world, and the dedication of himself, man brings himself under the sanctifying influence of the holy spirit. Illustration - man who is cold brings himself to the fire and is warmed. So an unholy man who is cold brings himself to Jesus and is made holy. Then through surrender, consecration and faith he keeps himself under the sanctifying power of the Holy Spirit. This has to do with his salvation. In doing this man has only done a reasonable thing but nothing of merit which would earn praise, reward, or distinction.


(ii) The Saint's Walk, Faithfulness, Stewardship: This is an entirely different matter. In this thought he is a babe at his conversion and needs to grow in grace; he is imperfect in his faith and life and needs to perfect holiness in the fear of god. In his walk and faithfulness he earns merit, praise, commendation, promotion, and reward. His place in the kingdom will depend upon this. This does not qualify him for a place within the body but rather determines the place he shall fill within the body.


References: 


Revelation 2:3
Matthew 25:14-30


Matthew 10:42
1 Cor. 9:24-25


Revelation 22:12
Luke 19:11-27


1 Cor. 3:5-15
2 Timothy 4:6-8

6. 
JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST: - 2 Corinthians 5:10


This is a judgment of works of the saint not sins. All his sins have al-ready been judged at Calvary and are under the blood. If there is known unconfessed sin in the heart and life of the child of god, he forfeits and loses his place for no sin can enter there. This judgment takes place when Jesus comes to reward his servants just before he sets up his kingdom on earth. Because of wrong motives and lack of understanding it is possible for works to be destroyed but the individual to be saved. Again this does not refer to sin (1 Cor. 3:11-15).

UNIT NINE

CHRISTIAN PERFECTION 

LESSON THREE

1. 
TWO KINDS OF PERFECTION:


(i) ABSOLUTE: Absolute perfection cannot be improved upon. this kind of perfection belongs only to God.


(ii) RELATIVE: Relative perfection fulfills the end for which it is designed this is possible for man to attain to.

2. 
OLD TESTAMENT PERFECTION:

Genesis 6:9  "Noah was a just man and perfect in his generations." 


Job 1:1    "That man was perfect and upright."

The thought is the wholehearted desire and determination to do the will of god regardless of the sins that mar the record. David may be truly called a perfect man or a "man after god's own heart", because the supreme aim of his life was to do God's will.

3.
 NEW TESTAMENT PERFECTION:  Various Greek words are used to convey the idea of perfection:

(i) One word means being complete in the sense of being apt or fit for a certain task or end, completely equipped. - 2 Tim. 3:17.

(ii) Another word denotes a certain end attained through growth. Matt. 5:48; Matt. 19:21; Col. 1:28; Col. 4:12; Heb. 11:40.


(iii) In 2 Corinthians 13:9; Ephesians 4:12; Hebrews 13:21 the word means equipment.


(iv) The word in 2 Cor. 7:1 means "to complete, to terminate.


(v) The word in Revelation 3:2 signified "to fulfill, to cram to level, to meet the requirements of".

4. 
MEANING OF PERFECTION: The thought of perfection has various meanings. It is possible to be perfect in one way and imperfect regarding another matter. Some of the meanings of perfection are expressed as follows:


(i)  Positional perfection in Christ - the result of Christ's work for us (Hebrews 10:14).


(ii) Spiritual maturity and understanding as opposed to spiritual childhood. (1 Cor. 2:6; 14:20; 2 Cor. 13:11; Phil. 3:15; 2 Tim. 3:17). 


(iii) Progressive perfection (Galatians 3:3).


(iv) Perfection in certain particulars: the will of God, the love of man, the service, etc. (Col. 4:12; Matt. 5:48; Hebrews 13:21).


(v) The ultimate perfection of the individual in heaven (Col. 1:28; Phil. 3:12; 1 Peter 5:10).


(vi) The ultimate perfection of the church or the corporate body of saints (Eph. 4:13; John 17:23).

5. 
TWO GENERAL ASPECTS OF PERFECTION:


(i) A gift of grace which is perfect position or standing. A person is either saved or not saved. if he is born again, he cannot be more born again. his standing in Christ is perfect.

(ii) Perfection as actually wrought in the saint's character. This involves growth and maturity. A Christian may be perfectly walking in all the light and knowledge that he has and yet in many ways still imperfect. he may be blameless and yet at the same time not faultless.


NOTE: The New Testament holds up a high standard of practical holiness and affirms the possibility of deliverance from the power of sin. it is the Christian's duty to strive after perfection.


Philippians 3:12 ". . , either were already perfect; but I follow after... "


Hebrews 6:1 "...let us go on unto perfection.. . "

UNIT NINE 


PRACTICAL HOLINESS 

LESSON FOUR

1.  
PRACTICAL HOLINESS: This lesson deals with the Christian's walk. Some think of holiness in terms of being angelic, something that is spiritual and mystical and completely removed from this world. This is not the case. The walk of holiness is a practical, down-to-earth, hour-by-hour experience of victory and an overcoming life. This practical life of holiness is necessary if we are to be ready for the coming of Jesus.


Hebrews 12:14 "Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the lord."

2.   SOME ERRONEOUS VIEWS:


(i) ERADICATION - Those who believe this claim that the sinful nature is eradicated, pulled up root and branch, and now it is impossible for the saint to sin. This, of course, is very much in the wrong.

After he is saved a man may still sin and by so doing lose his soul. 


(ii) ASCETICISM - This is the belief that there is merit and reward in the punishment of one's body in some form. The bible does allow a place for the right kind of asceticism such as fasting for example. However, there is no merit in perverted asceticism such as celibacy and the doing of penance.


(iii) LEGALISM - This is being brought under bondage to the law. The child of God obeys the word of God because he is a child of God. He lives on a plane above the law and is not in bondage in our zeal for holiness it is easily possible to become legal in our attitude which is not scriptural.

3.   
SOME PRACTICAL RULES FOR LIVING HOLY:

(i)   Receive the Holy Spirit in your life and live a Spirit-filled life. 


(ii)  Pray much. A prayerful life will usually be a holy life.


(iii) Read the Bible much and attend Bible studies. The word of God will have a sanctifying influence in a life.


(iv) God's revealed will begins with His Word. Obey the word of god without hesitation.


(V) Dedicate yourself fully to His service and to His will.


(vi) Remember that you CAN live holy; a life of holiness is very possible.


(vii) Remember that you need claim the victory only one day at a time.


(viii) Keep your eyes off the faults of others and look to Jesus.


(ix) Keep your eyes off your own weakness and look to Jesus.


(x) Testify and witness often and at every opportunity (Rev. 12:11).


(xi) Discuss your problems freely with your pastor.


(xii) When in doubt concerning a certain practice ask the following questions:


1. Does the Bible condemn this?


2. Can I pray and ask Jesus to bless it?


3. Can I take Jesus with me while practising it?


4. Will this be a blessing to others?


5. Will this be a stumbling stone to anyone? 


6. Does this hinder in any manner my service to Jesus?

4. 
THE REWARDS OF A LIFE OF HOLINESS:


The rewards of a holy life are many, both in this life and the life to come. Examples of the rewards of holy living are seen in the lives of Joseph and Daniel. both of these young men had strong convictions of right and wrong. They refused to sin. as a result we see god rewarding them with blessing, promotion, and revelation. The dividends for serving Christ faithfully are many. the man who is living a holy life has better health, a happier home, greater material prosperity, and a heart that is at constant rest and peace.

the rewards of holiness in eternity will be studied in a following lesson. Sufficient to state here that they are very many and that the lord is a liveral pay-master.

UNIT NINE

ETERNAL SECURITY 

LESSON FIVE

1. 
MEANING OF ETERNAL SECURITY: By "eternal security" is meant the belief that once a man is saved he can never be lost. It is sometimes stated as: "once a son, always a son". In spite of the fact that this has been a great source of controversy down through the years in the professing church, the bible is very clear on this matter and we need not be in doubt just what the scriptural teaching is concerning the security of our salvation. It is necessary to make a difference between "unconditional" eternal security and "conditional" eternal security. Also it is necessary to understand the bible teaching on "predestination and election". Once we get these subjects clear in our minds the matter of eternal security offers no problem.

2. 
FOREKNOWLEDGE AND FOREORDINATION: Since god is the omniscient one and the great i am dwelling in eternity, he sees from the beginning every action and event. Nothing takes him by surprise. He foreknows everything. However this does not take the responsibility of action away from man; the responsibility of decision is still his. Man is still a free moral agent although god foreknows man's decisions and actions before they take place. The foreordination of God is limited to God's foreknowledge. In other words he foreordains what he fore- knows. This explains clearly the scripture:


Romans 8:29-30 "For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate... "

3. 
ELECTION AND PREDESTINATION:

1 Peter 1:2 "Elect according to the foreknowledge of god the father." Eph. 1:4-5 "according as he hath chosen us in him...having predestinated us unto the adoption of children..."

"Election" means to be "chosen". When the bible speaks about being elected it means being chosen by god. The individual members of the church are elected or chosen by god but this is according to god's foreknowledge which in turn fore-sees each man's own voluntary decision and action. Accordingly the responsibility of God's election is placed directly upon the individual's own decision. 

Whereas the individual members of the church are elected, the church or body is predestined. God's purpose will be fulfilled in having a people to bear his name. There will be a church awaiting her lord when Jesus returns in spite of all the powers of hell (Matthew 16:18).

4.
SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD: God is sovereign. no force or power can hinder god's will from being fulfilled. However it has been his own sovereign act to limit himself to the free will moral agency of man. it is god's desire that his creatures should worship him of their own volition. God is seeking fellowship and communion with man. This would be impossible if man did not have free choice. Therefore god has not permitted his sovereignty to interfere with man's free choice and power of decision.

5. 
CALVINISM: The doctrine of Calvinism comes from the reformer, John Calvin, who first taught it. It is from this teaching that we have the thought of the "unconditional eternal security" of the believer, or "once in grace always in grace", or "once a son always a son".


The doctrine of Calvinism may be summed as follows: 


(i)   Salvation is entirely of God.


(ii)  God has predestined certain individuals to salvation.


(iii) Christ died for the "elect".


(iv) The child of God is kept by God's grace which is irresistible and he can never be lost.


(v)  Once a son always a son.


Some of the scriptures used to prove Calvinism are: 


John 10:28 

Romans 11:29 


Phil. 1: 6

John 17: 6


1 Cor. 3:10

1 Peter 1:5


Romans 8:35 
2 Cor. 5:10

6. 
ANTINOMIANISM: This word comes from the Greek "anti", against, and "nomos", law. The meaning of the word signifies opposition to law.

True Calvinism does teach a walk and a standard of Christian living in spite of the error of eternal security. The true Calvinist believes that he never can be lost if he is saved. However he does not know whether or not he is saved until eternity so he strives to live blamelessly. However there are those who believe in assurance of salvation now combined with the belief of unconditional eternal security. This naturally leads to an "extreme grace" teaching which in turn inevitably leads to a careless worldly life. They who believe this take a stand against legalism in any measure. This is known as "antinomian-ism".

7. 
 WHY UNCONDITIONAL ETERNAL SECURITY IS ERROR:

(i)   This teaching is the first lie. This is exactly what Satan told Eve. Genesis 3:4 ". . . Ye shall not surely die. "


(ii)  It would make God a respecter of persons. However the bible states that god is no respecter of persons (Acts 10:34). 


(iii) It would make God a liar. The gospel would not be for the "WHOSOEVER" as Jesus said (John 3:16), but rather for a select few.


(iv) It would not be God's will to preach to every creature in spite of the fact that He commands us to do this (Mark 16:15).


(v)  If man is not a free will moral agent, then it makes God responsible for sin. This is impossible.


(vi) It would make of God a cruel unreasonable tyrant condemning millions of innocent victims to a devil's hell without a chance or a choice.


(vii) It would make God to be inconsistent, condemning sin in the life of the unbeliever but condoning sin in the life of the believer. 


(viii) Eternal life is in Jesus Christ alone. If Jesus is abiding in the heart, eternal life is there also. However if he withdraws from an unclean vessel, eternal life is gone also.


(ix) Sonship when related to salvation is a legal term of being adopted. Christ is the "only begotten" of the father. Accordingly the term, "once a son always a son" does not apply here. Finally, the testimony of the scriptures is overwhelmingly against this doctrine.

8. 
ARMINIANISM: this doctrine was first taught by Jacob Hermann, Dutch theologian, in Arminius. the teaching may be summed up as follows:


(i) God's will is that all men be saved because Christ died for all. 


(ii) God offers His grace to all which can be resisted to eternal loss. 


(iii) God elects on the basis of foreseen faith or unbelief.


(iv) It is possible for a truly regenerated person to be lost if he turns back into a life of disobedience and sin.


Some of the scriptures used to prove Arminianism are:


1 Timothy 2:4-6 
2 Cor. 5:14


John 6:40 

Heb. 10:26-30


2 Peter 2:21

Titus 2:11-12


Hebrews 2:9

2 Peter 1:10


Hebrews 6:4-6  
and many others.

9.
 THE SCRIPTURAL TRUTH: The Armenian viewpoint is scriptural providing we do not lean to extreme legalism. A backslider is a lost soul. We must walk with god if we are to be saved. At the same time we must see the grace of God as sufficient to keep the soul.

A traveller buys a ticket and boards a train. He takes a seat and trusts the conductor and engineer to see that the train takes him to his destination. This the train will do providing he keeps aboard. His responsibility is to stay aboard the train. If he gets off, the train will not take him to his destination. So it is with our salvation.

UNIT NINE

REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. 
(a) State TWO kinds of perfection. 


(b) Which one belongs to God?


(c) Give ONE Scripture to show the absolute purity of God. 


(d) Give the Hebrew word which is translated "holy".

2. 
There are TWO agencies in making man holy: 


(i) Divine; 


(ii) Human. Show clearly both God's part and man's part in causing a man to be-come holy.

3. 
(a) State ONE aspect of perfection for a child of God which cannot be improved upon.


(b) State ONE meaning of perfection in the life of a child of God where there still can be improvement.

4. 
(a) State TWO facts regarding the teaching of Calvinism.


(b) Give THREE Scriptures with references to prove that Calvinism is wrong.

5. 
Write a paragraph using Scripture to show the necessity of holiness for the church to be raptured.

6. 
Give the Scriptur.e with references to prove that: 


(a) Marriage with an unbeliever is forbidden. 


(b) Cutting a woman's hair is forbidden.


(c) Wearing of clothing of opposite sex is forbidden. 


(d) Immodest clothing is forbidden.
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UNIT TEN


THE CHURCH 


LESSON ONE

1.  DEFINITION OF: The New Testament Greek word for "church" is "ecclesia" meaning "an assembly of called-out ones". The term is applied to: 


(i)  The whole body of Christians in one city (Acts 11:22; Acts 13:1). 


(ii) A congregation (1 Cor. 14:19, 35; Romans 16:5).


(iii) The whole body on earth (Eph. 5:32).


Our English word "church" is derived from the Greek "Kuriake" meaning "that which belongs to the Lord."

2. 
WORDS RELATING TO THE MEMBERS:


(i)  Brethren - The church is a spiritual brotherhood or fellowship in which all divisions which separate mankind are abolished.


(ii)  Believers - Characteristic doctrine is faith in Jesus.


(iii) Saints - (holy ones) Separated from the world and dedicated to God.


(iv) The Elect- or Chosen - Chosen by God.


(v) Disciples - Learners or followers - taught by Jesus. 


(vi) Christians-Religion centers around Jesus Christ. 


(vii) Those of the way - (Acts 9:2) A special way of living.

3.
 DIFFERENT TERMS EXPLAINED:

(i) Church


- the actual body, composed of true born-again saints.


(ii) Christendom

- professing Christians of all denominations.


(iii) Church militant
- while on earth.


(iv) Church triumphant - the church in heaven.

4.
 FOUNDING OF THE CHURCH: 


(a) FORETOLD BY CHRIST: Matthew 16:18 "Upon this rock I will build my church.; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it."


The church was still future. Christ was here upon earth and he had followers and disciples but he had not as yet built his church. We should note the following about his disciples while he was still upon earth and before his death:


(i)  They were disciples (followers, learners). 


(ii) Their names were already written in heaven. Luke 10:20 "Rejoice, because your names are written in heaven.

(iii) They were not yet converted.


Luke 22:32 "When thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren."


(iv) They were not yet members of the church for the church was still future.


We should also note what the foundation rock was upon which Jesus said he would build his church.  It was not peter but it was Peter's confession, the revelation that he had received from the father. The rock was the truth of "the deity OF Jesus". 


(b) HISTORICALLY FOUNDED:


Acts 2 - The Day of Pentecost is the birthday of the church. The New Testament church was born into being.
At this time a spiritual organism was set up.
The believers were baptized into the body and Jesus Christ, in the Spirit, came to occupy His temple. This was the founding of the church.

5. 
CHURCH MEMBERSHIP: Members are baptized into the body and are born again. All who are born again and living a holy life are members.


1 Cor. 12:13 "By one Spirit are we all baptized into one body."


A study of John 3:3-6 and Acts 2:38 will reveal the necessary conditions to be met in order to become a member of the church.

The physical body of Christ experienced death, burial and resurrection to provide salvation; likewise the mystical body of Christ (the church) must experience death (repentance), burial (water baptism in Jesus name), and resurrection (Holy Ghost) to receive salvation. Members are baptized into the body by one baptism of two elements of water and spirit.

6.
 ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE CHURCH: There are some definite figures under which the church is set forth to reveal the church. These are aspects of the church to give different pictures of the church.


(a) THE MYSTICAL BODY OF CHRIST: The church is a living organism, not an organization. There is a vital relation between Christ and the church, just as there is between the physical head and the body. We cannot join the church as we could join a lodge or any mere human organization. We must be partakers of Christ's life before we can become members of his church. The human body is one yet it is made up of millions of living cells; in like manner the body of Christ is one, though composed of millions of born again souls. As the human body is vitalized by the soul, so the body of Christ is vitalized by the Holy Spirit. Pulsating through the veins and arteries of the church is the very life and presence of Jesus. 


As her head, Jesus is her guardian and director 
- Eph. 5:23-24



is the source of her life - Eph. 1:23. 



Is the centre of her unity and the cause of her growth - Eph.4:15; Col. 2:19.


Every member is important. Study 1 Cor. 12, Rom. 12, John 15. There is no such thing as an unimportant, insignificant, nonessential member of the body.


(b) THE TEMPLE OF GOD: A temple is a place in which god who dwells everywhere localizes himself in one particular place where his people may always find him "at home". As god dwelt in the tabernacle and the temple, so he now lives by his spirit, in the church. in this spiritual temple Christians as priests offer up spiritual sacrifices - sacrifices of prayer, praise and good works. 1 Peter 2:5, 6; Ex. 25:8; 1 Kings 8:27; Eph. 2:21, 22 1 Cor. 3:16-17.


(c) THE BRIDE OF CHRIST: Jesus himself is the bridegroom. The church is the bride-elect. The bride is now preparing herself to become the wife of the lamb, and is nevermore to be separated from her lord.


2 Cor. 11:2; Ephesians 5:25-27; Rev. 19:7; 22:17; 21:2; John 3:29; Matthew 25:6; 1 Thessalonians 4:17.


NOTE: The church is the body (Ephesians 1:23) and also the bride (Ephesians 5:32). A member of one will also be a member of the other.

7. 
THE WORK OF THE CHURCH:


(a)  TO PREACH SALVATION: Christ has made salvation possible by providing; the church must make it actual by proclaiming it.


Matt. 2 8:19 - 2 0.


(b)  TO PROVIDE A MEANS OF WORSHIP: The church must be a house of prayer where Jesus is honored in worship, prayer, and testimony.


(c)  TO PROVIDE FELLOWSHIP: Man is a social creature; he craves fellowship and an exchange of friendship. The church provides a fellowship where all earthly distinctions are obliterated.


(d)  TO PREACH HOLINESS: The church must teach men how to live as well as how to die. against the downward trends of society it must lift a warning voice; at all danger points it must plant a beacon light.


(e)  TO ADMINISTER THE ORDINANCES OF THE CHURCH: 


(i) Baptism


(ii) Lord's Supper 


(iii) Foot Washing

UNIT TEN 

THE KINGDOM OF GOD 

LESSON TWO

1. 
DEFINITION OF: The "kingdom of god" means primarily the rule of god, the divine kingly authority. There is no difference between the "kingdom of god" and the "kingdom of heaven". These terms are linguistic variations of the same idea. there is a hostile kingdom, the "kingdom of this world" which is under satanic control. The purpose of Christ's reign is to destroy all hostile forces and to subject all to the rule of the divine sovereign. The last enemy to be destroyed will be death. When all has been brought under the rule and dominion of the father, the office of the sonship will cease, for it will have accomplished its purpose.
2.  
IMPORTANCE OF: The Kingdom of God is mentioned 4 times in Matthew, 14 times in Mark, 32 times in Luke, 2 times in John, 6 times in the Acts, and 8 times by Paul in his epistles. It is mentioned many more times under other names such as, "kingdom of heaven", etc. the hope if Israel was for their messiah to come and overthrow their enemies. We see the importance of this in the way the disciples anxiously questioned concerning the kingdom (Acts 1:6).

3. 
TWO REQUIREMENTS FOR A KINGDOM:

(i)  There must be a King, a reigning monarch.


(ii) There must be a realm with subjects over which He reigns.


Jesus is our king. If we are members of the kingdom of god, Jesus reigns within our hearts. We cannot say that we are in the kingdom of god if we have not crowned him king of our lives.

4. 
DESCRIPTION OF THE KINGDOM:


Luke 17:20 - "The kingdom of god cometh not with observation... behold, the kingdom of god is within you."


John 18:36
- "My kingdom is not of this world."


Romans 14:17 - "For the kingdom of god is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the holy ghost."


1 Cor. 4:20
- "For the kingdom of god is not in word, but in power."

Here we see that the kingdom of god is not a material kingdom. It is a spiritual kingdom within us. It is not seen through any physical evidence such as meat and drink, but through the fruit of the Holy Ghost, righteousness, peace, and joy.

According to the promise of our lord that we should receive power when we are baptized with the Holy Ghost. it is a kingdom of power (acts 1:8; Luke 24:49).

The kingdom of god is Jesus reigning in the hearts and lives of his spirit-filled saints. The members of the kingdom of god are members of his body, his church, and his bride-elect. He will bring with him to reign all who are members now of the kingdom (Rev. 20:6).

5. 
ENTRANCE TO THE KINGDOM:


John 3:5 "Except a man be born of water and of the spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of god."


Matthew 11:12  - "Kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the violent take it by force."


Luke 16:16 - "Since that time the kingdom of god is preached, and every man presseth into it."

Colossians 1:13  - "Hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear son."


It is evident that entrance to the kingdom of god is through the new birth, the work of regeneration, the act of being completely changed, transferred from one kingdom to another. We may understand the requirements of entrance when we study the gospel message preached by the apostle peter, to whom was given the keys. To the kingdom (Matt. 16:19). Peter preached: 


(i) Repentance;


(ii) Water baptism in the Name of Jesus; 


(iii) Baptism of the Holy Ghost (Acts 2: 38).

UNIT TEN

THE GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM 

LESSON THREE

1.  
THE CHURCH COMMISSIONED: 


Matthew 24:14 "and this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come."

The importance of the great commission can hardly be over-emphasized. Jesus stated that the gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations. The commission, "go ye into all the world,, and preach the gospel to every creature." is a command and an authorization. The church has no choice but to obey.

2. 
 MOTHER OF US ALL: 


Galatians 4:26 "Jerusalem which is above is free, which is mother of us all."


Isa. 66:8  "For as soon as Zion travailed, she brought forth her children."

The commission of preaching the gospel to the whole world was not given just to the apostles, nor to the present day ministry, but to the entire church, the body. it is the responsibility of every member of the-church.

Why did the lord choose the church? First of all the church is the best qualified, for angels never tasted the joy of sins forgiven, nor were redeemed by the blood of the lamb. Moreover, the church indwelt by the lord himself is empowered and led directly by the lord in this all important ministry. No other one could be better qualified.

Christ loves the church who is his bride to reign with him in his kingdom. even as he made a help-meet for Adam (gen. 2:18) so he desires that his bride should share with him in the vision and burden for lost souls, in the sacrifice and suffering necessary, and understand fully the price paid for souls the church is not only to preach the gospel of the kingdom but also through intercessory prayer, through travail of soul, bring forth new born babes into the kingdom.

The spiritually healthy and normal church is a missionary church that has children born at her altars.

3.  
GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM: The gospel of the kingdom is the message that proclaims the kingdom of god and the necessary means of entering the kingdom. it may easily be identified and defined by comparing Matt. 24:14 with Luke 24: 47. The message that was to be preached among all nations was:


(i)  Repentance;


(ii) Remission of sin and it was to be preached in the name of Jesus. The apostle Peter was given the keys to the kingdom (Matt. 16:19). He used these keys when he opened the door to the kingdom by. preaching the gospel to the Jews (Acts 2: 38), to the Samaritans (Acts 8:14-17), and the gentiles (Acts 10:43-48). What were the keys peter used?


(i) Repentance;


(ii) Water Baptism in Jesus Name;


(iii) BAPTISM OF HOLY GHOST WITH THE INITIAL EVIDENCE OF SPEAKING IN TONGUES. This then must be the gospel of the kingdom and the requirements to enter the kingdom of god.

4. 
RESULT OF NOT BEING IN THE KINGDOM: What happens to those who do not enter the kingdom? John the Baptist was not a member of the kingdom although there was none greater born of women (Matthew 11:11). Where do the righteous appear? Those who have an experience of repentance, who are born of the word through faith? Undoubtedly they shall appear at the white throne judgment (rev. 20:12-15). Remember that the names of the disciples were in the book of life (Luke 20:20) before they entered the kingdom and were born again members. Does this not make a second gospel? Certainly not. There is only one gospel to proclaim - the gospel of the kingdom. Does not this make a second chance? Certainly not. It simply means that we are to preach the truth and then leave them in the hands of a just judge.

UNIT TEN

SPIRITUAL SACRIFICES 

LESSON FOUR

1.  
SPIRITUAL SACRIFICES:

1 Peter 2:5 ". . . an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices."


The apostle peter writes of the church as being a holy priesthood offering up spiritual sacrifices. in this lesson we shall study a few of the spiritual sacrifices the church offers up to the lord.

2. 
 PRAYER:

(a) Importance of: The importance of prayer cannot be over-emphasized. In revelation we see the prayers of saints as incense upon the golden altar before the throne (rev. 5:8; 8:3). The greatest sin of the church is that of prayerlessness. Prayerlessness leads to coldness, indifference, and unbelief. Prayer is the church's greatest weapon. It moves god towards man, and man towards god. God does not bless machinery and methods, but god does bless a church who prays.


(b) The Church is commanded to pray:

1 Thessalonians 5:17 "pray without ceasing."


The church is instructed to pray always (Luke 18:1; Luke21: 36; 1 Timothy 2:1-3).


(c) What Prayer is: Prayer is communion with god. it is speaking to the lord and hearing the lord speak. it consists of communion, intercession, supplication, travail of soul, allowing the holy spirit to pray through the saint with groanings which cannot be uttered (Romans 8:26).


(d) Manner of Prayer; There is no definite manner or time for prayer. the bible gives examples of all bodily postures while praying - standing, kneeling, and lying prostrate. there is no special time or place for prayer. We should be in a prayerful attitude at all times and ready to pray at any time. it makes little difference whether we pray audibly or silently as long as we pray from the heart with faith.


(e) Power in United Prayer: If we pray in unison and agree as touching anything on earth, Jesus has promised that our prayers would be answered (Matthew 18:19). it is on these grounds that there is power in united prayer.

3.  
FASTING:
 
(a) What is Fasting? Fasting is abstaining from food and the marriage relation (1 cor. 7:5) for a definite period of time in order to pray and seek god.

Is the church commanded to fast? no. the church is commanded to pray but nowhere is the church commanded to fast. However, Christ said that we would fast (Matt. 9:15) and the early church

fasted (Acts 13:2; Acts 14:23). Throughout the New Testament there is the inference that the church would fast.


 (c) What are the benefits of Fasting? The benefits of fasting are that we might pray more effectually fasting & prayer is more effectual and powerful than prayer without fasting.


Christ said that certain demons could only be cast out through prayer and fasting (Mark 9:29).

4. 
WORSHIP:


(a) What is Worship? It is a definite act of the soul as it bows before god in deep adoration and absorbed contemplation of the majesty and glory of god. In prayer we are occupied with our needs, in thanksgiving we are occupied with our blessings, in worship we are lost to self and are absorbed in Christ. Just as thanksgiving is one step higher in our spiritual sacrifice than prayer, even so worship is the highest step. It is with this that the lord is the most pleased.


(b)  How are we to worship?

John 4:24 "god is a spirit; and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth."

Here are two elements in true worship: spirit and truth. To worship him in truth we must have a revelation of the true identity of god; to worship him in spirit we must be filled- with the Holy Ghost. Only spirit filled saints can truly worship him in spirit, and oneness believers worship him in truth.

5.
GIVING OF THANKS:

Philippians 4:6 "in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made Known unto God."

1 the ss. 5:18 "in everything give thanks."

Ingratitude is a condition of the last days (2 Tim. 3:2; Romans 1:21). Only one of the lepers returned to thank the lord for cleansing; nine went their way without the giving of thanks.

Thanksgiving is closely connected with prayer and worship. It is the link in the chain that binds prayer and worship together. Everything that we are or have everything that we have enjoyed in life comes from his munificent hand. There should flow from the heart of the church a constant stream of thanksgiving.

6.
CHURCH ATTENDANCE:

Hebrews 10:25 "Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is."

It is the lord's plan for the church to assemble together and to worship as an unit. Each member needs the help, encouragement, and blessing that can be had from the entire body. Just as each member of our physical body has to be united to the body in order to enjoy health and life, just so each member of the church needs to be spiritually united with the body.

Regular church attendance becomes a vital part of the saint's experience.

He attends faithfully as many services as possible each week.

Before being transferred to another city, the Christian should always en-quire about a church home to attend. If there is no church in the locality, he should either refuse to move, or arrange to begin a new assembly as soon as he arrives. By no means should he be away from public worship services and the fellowship of the brethren.

7.
 WITNESSING: 


Acts 1:8 "Ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth."


The word "witness" comes from the Greek word "martys" from which we get the English word, "martyr". The meaning of being a witness is to bear testimony of our faith to the point of suffering and dying if need be for our faith.


The act of witnessing was not restricted to the apostles but all of the believers were witnesses. Every member of the church regardless of age or position in life is to be a witness. We are to witness to the ministry of Jesus Christ (acts 10: 39-41) and to his saving power (Acts 10:43). We are to be prepared to witness to the truth of the scriptures and to a personal experience with god (1 Peter 3:15).

8.
 LIVING HOLY:

Psalm 29:2 "Worship the lord in the beauty of holiness."


The true church is a glorious church, without spot or wrinkle (Ephesians 5:27). The church is a beautiful church but this beauty is not an outward show of physical beauty. It is an inward beauty of true holiness.


The apostate church is robed in an expensive show of outward trimmings which is cheap and gaudy in the sight of god (revelation 17). The world has a false conception of beauty and through paint and outward adornments endeavors to camouflage the true appearance.


Salvation beautifies the meek (Psalm 149:4) and The Bride Who Awaits The Coming Of Her Lord Is A Church Of Holiness Which Is Beautiful In The Sight Of Jesus Christ (Songs Of Solomon 6:4).

UNIT TEN 

CHURCH ORDINANCES 

LESSON FIVE

1. 
DEFINITION OF ORDINANCE: An ordinance is a statute prescribing a definite ritual in the church which was instituted for a definite spiritual meaning. an ordinance uses earthly emblems which bring a heavenly blessing.

2. 
THE LORD'S SUPPER: The Lord's supper was instituted by the lord himself on the night that he was betrayed after he had eaten the Passover supper with his disciples (Luke 22:19-20).


(a) Names given this ordinance:

(i) Lords Supper - It was instituted by the lord and is a memorial of him. It is "supper" in the sense that it is the last meal in this dispensation - next time with him in his kingdom. 


(ii) Eucharist  - this means "to give, thanks".


(iii) Communion  - this means a sharing, a "partaking together".


(iv) Sacrament  - this word comes from the Latin "sacramentum" and means an oath of allegiance.

From the names used we have the l meaning of this ordinance brought out: commemoration, thanksgiving, communion, commitment.


(b) Elements used:

(i) Unleavened bread - symbolic of His broken body.


(ii) Fruit of the vine - symbolic of His shed blood. 


(c) How often: should this service be held!? We are not told. It simply says "as often" (1 Cor. 11:26). It should not be held so often that the spiritual meaning is lost to us in the, repetition of a ritual. on the other hand there is a blessing in this service and should be kept fairly often. once each month seems to be about the right frequency. 


(d) Spiritual meaning - The Lord's supper is a memorial of Calvary and a looking forward to the coming of the lord. By faith the lord's body is discerned. This only can happen if there is no condemnation in the heart of the believer.


(e) Preparation for partaking -

1 Cor. 11:28 "But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread and drink of that cup."


Self examination and confession of sin (if any) must take place in preparation for partaking of the communion. If sin is in the heart, there cannot be faith and the lord's body cannot be discerned. Many are sick and even die because they partake unworthily.


(f) Blessings of -

(i)  Forgiveness of sins and healing of the body as we look back to Calvary;


(ii) Strength for the journey and encouragement for the soul as we look forward to the second coming.

3.
 WATER BAPTISM:


(a) One Baptism- Eph. 4:5 "One Lord, one faith, one baptism." there is one baptism which has two elements - water and spirit.

The church baptizes the convert in water; Jesus Christ baptizes the believer with the Holy Ghost. Both phases or elements are necessary to be baptized into the body.


(b) Meaning of baptism - It comes from the Greek, "baptize" which means to "dip, .plunge, immerse".
Baptism can only have significance when it is immersion. in baptism we are identified with Christ in death and burial (Romans 6:3-4).


(c) Preparation for baptism - Repentance is the only necessary requirement for baptism. Water baptism should never be ad-ministered until the candidate has fully repented (acts 2:38). When may baptism be administered?- the moment one repents he is a candidate for water baptism and it should not be delayed (Acts 10:48; Acts 16:33; Acts 9:18).


(f) Formula for baptism - Water baptism is administered in the name of Jesus. The apostles always baptized in the name of Jesus for the remission of sins. To be baptized in water one must be immersed in the name of our lord Jesus Christ.

UNIT TEN

GOD'S FINANCIAL PLAN
 

LESSON SIX

1. 
DEFINITION OF:

Leviticus 27:30 "and all the tithe of the land... Is the lord's: it is holy unto the Lord."

Numbers 18:21 "and behold I have given the children of Levi all the tenth in Israel for an inheritance." 

Numbers 18:24 "but the tithes of the children of Israel... I have given to the Levites to inherit."

It is not necessary to state that the church has to have finances in order to carry on the great work of evangelizing the world. It is quite apparent that there has to be a financial plan. A study of god's word reveals that the lord has pro-vided for this need by instituting a definite financial plan to finance his work upon earth. God's plan is tithing. We shall study this plan by answering a number of questions.

2. 
WHAT IS A TITHE? A tithe is one-tenth of your increase (Numbers 18:21). If a man's pay check is $100., he should take out $10. (a tithe) for the Lord.

3. 
WHO SHOULD TITHE? Everyone should faithfully tithe, saved and unsaved. no one is exempt.

4.
WHEN SHOULD I TITHE? Upon the first day of the week (1 Cor. 16:2).

5.
 WHERE SHALL I PAY MY TITHES? into god's store-house (Malachi 3:10). This is clearly your home church where you get your spiritual food. the bible says "bring" not "send" the tithes into the storehouse. The only time tithes should be sent is when one is away on vacation or visiting, then the tithes should be sent back to the home church (store-house).

6. 
TO WHOM DOES THE TITHE BELONG? They belong to God (Lev. 27:30). They belong to the Levites (Num 18:24). They are for the support of the ministry.

7.
SHOULD THE MINISTRY TITHE? Most certainly. They must practice tithing themselves before they can teach others to tithe. The Levites tithed to the descendants of Aaron. This teaches us that the ministry should tithe into their store-house (their headquarters) to support the district and national work.

8.
WAS NOT TITHING GIVEN UNDER THE LAW? It belongs to the Abrahamic covenant and was instituted long before the law. Both Abraham and Jacob paid tithes (genesis 14:20;, Hebrews 7:4) genesis 28:22). The fact that Abraham tithed proves that it was the result of faith and not of law.

9. 
WHAT HAPPENS IF I DO NOT TITHE? If one does not tithe he robs from God (Malachi 2:8).

10. 
SHOULD I PAY MY DEBTS BEFORE I TITHE? Pay your debt to god first. The tithe is god's money. It is not permissible to use money that doesn't belong to you, whether it is to pay debts or not. Nine-tenths with god's blessings will go farther to meet your needs than ten-tenths with god's curse.

11. 
COULD I BE TOO POOR TO TITHE? Absolutely no! You may be poor because you do not tithe. Poor people tithe more easily than rich people for they have less to be responsible for. While living in sin, most people no matter how poor spend far more than a tithe serving Satan. If we are poor, we have to trust god more; therefore, we should be more faithful.

12. 
IS MY RESPONSIBILITY FINISHED WITH TITHING? An offering is what you give above your tithe. We can rob from God also by not giving offerings (Mal. 3:8). Stewardship requires that we handle all our finances wisely (1 Cor. 4:2). Tithing is god's financial plan. It will work anywhere in the world. The church will be amply provided for if all would tithe.

UNIT TEN
TWO IMPORTANT QUESTIONS ANSWERED 
LESSON SEVEN

1. KEEPING THE SABBATH DAY:

(a) AN Impossibility: the seventh day was to be kept from sunset to sunset (Lev. 23:32). For this to be done throughout the world is an impossibility. In the arctic zones the sun never sets for days each year. Also there is the problem of crossing the international date line. One could have two Sabbaths or miss the Sabbath entirely. The keeping of the seventh day was a ceremonial law given the nation of Israel in Palestine. It was never meant to be universal.


(b) The New Testamentis silent regarding keeping the seventh day. The Church Is Enjoined In The New Testament As Follows: 

Worship of God enjoined
 
50 times

Idolatry forbidden


12 times

Profanity forbidden
  

4 times

Honor of father and mother
6 times

Adultery forbidden


12 times

Theft forbidden


6 times

False witness forbidden

4 times

Covetousness forbidden

9 times 

Keeping the Sabbath enjoined not once 


(c) The Lord's Day was not selected in place of the Sabbath for the Sabbath was abolished and therefore needed no substitution. The first day of the week was the day to celebrate the Lord's resurrection. 

On the lord's day  - Jesus rose the head of a new creation. 

- He appeared to his disciples.
- The holy ghost was given. 
- The birthday of the church.
- The door of the kingdom was unlocked.

Acts 20:7 - disciples met to break bread in remembrance of him. 

1 Cor.16:2- disciples brought their tithes and offerings.

Rev. 1:10 - The Lord's Day.


(d) The Sabbath was a type; Jesus is the antitype.
The Sabbath was a shadow; Jesus is the body (col. 2:16-17). 
Hebrews 4:9 "where remaineth therefore a rest to the people of god."
Jesus is the Sabbath to the new testament church. The rest is now in the Holy Ghost (Isaiah 28:11-12), Christ in you, the hope of glory.

2. 
MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE:

(a) Marriage ordained by GOD: Matthew 19:4-9


It is important that we recognize the sacredness of marriage and that the union is for life. In this day of moral decay it is essential that bible standards be maintained. the marriage vow is sacred and is for life.


(b) Choice of a companion is important: Because of the life-long union that is involved one should seek god's will and allow god to choose. marrying an unbeliever is expressly forbidden (2 Cor. 6:14).


(c) When is divorce permissible? There is only one biblical grounds for divorce - adultery.


(i) Lev. 20:10 - Punishable by death.


(ii) Matt. 19:4-9 - Adultery becomes death. 


(iii) 1 Cor. 7:39 - Death separates


(d) When is the innocent party free?



(i) Under no circumstances have they contributed to the other party's 
unfaithfulness.



(ii) Have done their utmost to save their marriage. Have a suitable time of mourning.



(iii) Maintained complete separation from the unfaithful party (1 Cor. 6:15-16).

 UNIT TEN

REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. 
Using Scripture show the following:


(a) The body of Christ and the church are one. 


(b) The bride of Christ and the church are one.

2. 
Show clearly that the church was not yet founded when Christ was here on earth.

3. 
State FOUR things which are included in the work of the church.

4. 
What is the Gospel of the Kingdom?

5. 
How may one enter the Kingdom of God?

6. 
What are the benefits of fasting?

7. 
Write a note on: "God's Financial Plan".

8. 
Why does the church not keep the Seventh Day?

9. 
How may one worship in Spirit and in Truth?

10. 
Discuss fully in what ways the saints are greater than John the Baptist although he was filled with the Holy Spirit.

UNIT ELEVEN

THE HOPE OF THE CHURCH

LESSON ONE 
THE SECOND COMING OF JESUS CHRIST

LESSON TWO
PROPHECIES TO BE LITERALLY FULFILLED

LESSON THREE
ORDER OF EVENTS

LESSON FOUR
THE SECOND COMING IS PR EMILL ENNIAL

LESSON FIVE
WILL THE CHURCH GO THROUGH THE TRIBULATION?

LESSON SIX
WHO WILL BE RAPTURED?

LESSON SEVEN
WHAT TIME ON GOD'S CLOCK?

REVIEW QUESTIONS

UNIT ELEVEN
THE SECOND COMING OF JESUS CHRIST 
LESSON ONE

1. 
THE HOPE OF THE CHURCH: The hope of the church is the return of Jesus Christ to receive unto himself his bride which is his church (Eph. 5:27). The doctrine of the second coming is one of the most important doctrines in the New Testament. It is mentioned more than 300 times in the New Testament.

It is claimed that the second coming is mentioned in the bible from 6 to 8 times as often as the first coming. Paul refers to it at least 50 times in his epistles. Whole books and whole chapters are devoted to this doctrine.


(a) IT IS A BLESSED HOPE:

Titus 2:13 "looking for that blessed hope, and glorious appearing of the great god and our saviour Jesus Christ."

(b) IT IS A COMFORTING HOPE:

1 Thessalonians 4:18 "Wherefore comfort one another with these words." 

(c) IT IS A LIVELY HOPE: 


1 Peter 1: 3 ".. . hath begotten us again unto a lively hope..."


(d) IT IS A PURIFYING HOPE: 


1 John 3:3 "and every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure."
2. 
MANNER OF CHRIST'S COMING:

(a) IT WILL BE A PERSONAL RETURN:


John 14:3; Acts 1:10, 11; 1 Thess. 4:16; Revelation 1:7; Rev. 22:7. 


(b) IT WILL BE A LITERAL RETURN:

Acts 1:10; 1 Thess. 4:16-17; Revelation 1:7; Zechariah 14:4 


(c) IT WILL BE A VISIBLE RETURN:

Hebrews 9:28; Philippians 3:20; Zechariah 12:10. 


(d)  IT WILL BE A GLORIOUS RETURN:


Matthew 16:27; 2 Thess. 1:7-9; Colossians 3:4; Matthew 25:31.

3. 
WHAT DOES THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST MEAN? 


(a) THE SECOND COMING DOES NOT MEAN DEATH:



(i) His first coming did not mean death to the Jews and neither does his second coming mean death to the saints. 



(ii)  Death is an enemy and at Christ's coming we are raised from the dead and shout victory over death (1 
Cor. 15:55). 



(iii) The Christian does not look forward to death but the coming of Jesus is the church's hope (2 Corinthians 5:4). We do not long to be unclothed but rather to be clothed upon.


(iv) The following Scriptures have no meaning if "death" is substituted for 
"second coming" - John 21:22; Matt. 16:28; Phil. 3: 2 0.


(b) 
THE SECOND COMING DOES NOT MEAN THE COMING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT:


(i) Philippians 3:21; 2 Timothy 4:8; 1 Thess. 4:16; 1 Cor. 15:51. Many promises of the second, coming were after Pentecost.



(ii) Christ does not receive us unto himself, but comes to us at Pentecost.


(iii) Events of 1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17 did not occur on the day of Pentecost nor when we receive the holy ghost.


(c)  THE SECOND COMING DID NOT REFER TO DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM:



(i) the events of 1 Thess. 4:16-17 did not take place at that time.



(ii) John 21:21-23 and Revelation 22:30 were written after the destruction of Jerusalem.


(d) 
THE SECOND COMING MEANS A LITERAL RETURN FOR HIS CHURCH:

At the second coming Jesus shall comeback in the clouds, the dead saints shall be raised, then the living saints shall be raptured and caught away to meet the lord in the air, this is hope of the church.

UNIT ELEVEN 
PROPHECY TO BE LITERALLY FULFILLED 
LESSON TWO

1. 
THE FOLLOWING PROPHECIES WILL BE LITERALLY FULFILLED: 


1 Thessalonians 4:16  That He shall come Himself That He shall shout


John 5:28 That the dead will hear His voice


1 Thessalonians 4:17 That the dead saints will be raised That the living saints will be raptured That they shall meet Jesus in the air 


John 14: 3 That He will receive them unto Himself


Acts 1:11 That He will come to earth again 


Zechariah 14:4  That He will come to Mount Olivet


2 Thessalonians 1:8 That He will come in flaming fire


Matthew 24:30; 1 Peter 1:7 That He will come in power & great glory


Job 19:25  That He will stand upon the earth


1 Thessalonians 3:13; Jude 14   That His saints will come with Him


Revelation 1:7  That every eye shall see Him


2 Thessalonians 2:8 That He shall destroy Antichrist


Matt. 25:31; Rev. 5:13 That He shall sit in His throne


Matthew 25:32  That all nations will be judged


Luke 1: 32  That He shall have the throne of David


Jeremiah 23:5-6  That it shall be upon the earth


Daniel 7:13-14 That He shall have a kingdom


Daniel 7:18, 22, 27; Rev. 5:10 That He shall rule with His saints


Genesis 49:10 That the people shall gather unto Him


Isaiah 45:23  That every knee shall bow to Him


Zech. 14:16; Psalm 86:9 That they shall come & worship the King


Jeremiah 3:17 That His throne shall be in Jerusalem


Matt. 19:28; Luke 22:28-30 That the Apostles shall sit upon thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.


Ezekiel chapters 40-48 That the Temple will be rebuilt in Jerusalem


Isaiah 32:15 That the wilderness shall be a fruitful field


Isaiah 35:1-2 That the desert will blossom as the rose 

2.  
EVENTS EMBRACED BY THE SECOND COMING:


(a) FIRST ADVENT: The FIRST ADVENT of Christ covered a time period of over thirty years. Many events took place during this period of time: 



(i)Birth of Christ



(ii) Baptism of Christ 



(iii) Christ's ministry 



(iv) Crucifixion of Christ 



(v) Resurrection and Ascension of Christ, etc.


(b) SECOND ADVENT: Likewise the SECOND ADVENT of Christ will cover a period of time. There will be many events that will take place during this period of time:



(i) Rapture of the church



(ii) The Great Tribulation



(iii) The Revelation of Christ



(iv) Armageddon



(v) The Millennium, etc.

UNIT ELEVEN

 ORDER O F EVENTS 

LESSON THREE

1. Calvary

2. The Burial of Christ - Luke 23:50-53

3. The Resurrection of Christ (First Fruits 1 Cor. 15:23; Matt. 27:52). Ps. 16:10, 11; John 10:18; Acts 2:32-

4. The Ascension of Christ - Ps. 68: 18; Luke 24:48; Acts 1:1-12

5. The Upper Room; Pentecost; The church born Acts 1:6-14

6. The church - Mystical Body of Christ, Eph. 1:22-23; Bride of Christ, Ephesians 5:21-23; The Kingdom of God - Christ reigning by His Spirit in the hearts of His saints.

7. Resurrection of the dead in Christ (1 Thess. 4:16)

8. Rapture - Translation of the living saints (1 Thess. 4:17)

9. The Meeting in the Air; Marriage of the Lamb(Rev. 19:7-8).

10. The Great Tribulation, Daniel 12:1; Matt. 24:21; Luke 21:25-26

11. The Resurrection of the Tribulation Saints, Revelation 20:4-6

12. The Revelation of Christ and His saints, 1 Thess. 3:13; in flaming fire, 2 Thess. 1:7-10; to execute judgment, Jude 14-15

13. Armageddon; Judgment of the nations or the quick - Rev. 16:16
14. The Millennium; Christ's glorious reign on earth for 1000 years - Rev. 10:1-10

15. Satan loosed for a little season - Rev. 20:7
16. The Resurrection of Judgment, Rev. 20:12-15; Daniel 12:2

17. The White Throne Judgment, Revelation 20:11-15

18. New Heaven: New Earth - Rev. 21:1; Isa. 65:17; 2 Peter 3:13; New City Rev. 21:2; Isa 52:1

19.
The Lake of Fire - Rev. 19:20; 20:10,14

20. Eternity, the ages to come - Isa. 57:15

1. Antichrist, absolutely opposed to Jesus, shall come (1 John 2:18).

2. Spirit of Antichrist is already here (1 John 4:3; 2 Thess. 2:7).

3. Antichrist denies Jesus (1 John 2:22).

4. He will be a single individual - "man of sin", "son of perdition", "that wicked (or lawless) one" (2 Thess. 2).

5. He will be received by the Jews (John 5:43).

6. Jews will make a covenant with him (Isaiah 28:14-18).

7. He is the beast of the earth (Rev. 13:11-18).

8. His number is 666. He institutes the mark of the beast.

9. He shall be destroyed by the Lord "with the brightness of His coming" (2 Thess. 2:8).

10. Strong delusion - lawless one, etc.

UNIT ELEVEN
THE SECOND COMINGIS PRE-MILLENNIAL 
LESSON FOUR

1. 
POST - MILLENNIALISM: About the year 1700 an error called "post-millennial-ism" crept into the professing church. This was instituted by Daniel Whitby. It teaches that the church would prosper and extend until the world should be converted, and that this triumph of the church would constitute the millennium and that Jesus would come after the millennium. This error has been accepted by the great majority of churches.
2. 
A - MILLENNIALISM: this error teaches that there will be no millennium. It spiritualizes the scriptures in revelation 20 that speak of one thousand years. It teaches that the second advent of Christ will destroy this evil world. The general resurrection and judgment will take place at this time.
3. 
PRE - MILLENNIALISM: both of the above errors leave no room for the coming of Jesus to be the blessed hope of the church. The scriptures are very plain in their teaching that the second advent of our lord will be before the millennium, that the millennium will be a literal glorious reign of Christ upon earth, and that the return of the lord is the blessed and living hope of the church.

4. 
PRE - MILLENNIAL ARGUMENTS:
 
(i)
the antichrist who is pre-millennial is to be destroyed by the brightness of Christ's coming (2 Thessalonians 2:8).


(ii) The tribulation is pre-millennial and Jesus will come to set up his kingdom "immediately after" (Matthew 24:29-31).


(iii) The true church is a persecuted, suffering, cross-bearing people until Jesus comes (2 Timothy 3:12; 1 Thess. 3:3; John 15:19 


(iv)
Tares and wheat grow together until the end of the. age (Matt. 13:24-30).


(v) The millennium is a literal reign of Jesus (Luke 1: 32; Isaiah 32:1; Jeremiah 3:17; Jeremiah 23:5-6; Zechariah 14:16).

5.  
THE RAPTURE OF THE CHURCH AND THE REVELATION OF CHRIST: It is necessary to see the difference between the Coming of the Lord FOR His saints and His coming WITH His saints, both of which are pre-millennial.


(a) RAPTURE OF THE CHURCH: 


(I) "parousia" - it is the arrival of Christ to catch up and away.

(ii) The church is caught up to meet Christ in the air (1 Thess 4:14).


(iii) Christ comes in the air for his saints.

(iv) He comes as a bridegroom.

(v) He comes in the air only.

(vi) The church is taken out of the world.

(vii) The beginning of the tribulation (Luke 21:28).


(viii) The rapture may occur at any moment.

(b) REVELATION OF CHRIST:

(i) "apocalypses" - it is the shining forth or revealing Christ.

(ii) Christ comes in the air for his saints. 

(iii) Christ comes to execute judgment.

(iv) He comes with his bride to reign.

(v) He comes to Mount Olives (Zechariah 14:4).


(vi) The millennial kingdom begins.


(vii) The tribulation is past (Luke 21:31).


(viii) It cannot occur until after antichrist comes.

NOTE: The same Greek word is used in 1 Thess. 4:17 & Acts 28:15. (to meet) - "a going forth in order to return with."
UNIT ELEVEN
WILL THE CHURCH GO 



THROUGH THE TRIBULATION? 

LESSON FIVE

We do not wish to be dogmatic on this matter. However, after examining all the scriptures pertaining to the subject, it would seem quite clear that the church will be raptured at the beginning of the tribulation.
The important thing to remember here is that it is not so important just the order of events as it is the attitude of our hearts. The message of the coming of Jesus brings a glorious hope to the child of god. We should be looking and be ready every minute. We should be able to say at all times, "even so, come, Lord Jesus." - Rev. 22:20. It is this imminent expectancy that makes the hope of his return so sanctifying and purifying.
It is the firm opinion of the writer that it is a dangerous thing to place events between this present moment and his return for the church. To delay his return (Matt. 24:48; Luke 12:45) causes one to become careless. The hope of the church is not to be looking for antichrist nor the tribulation but to be looking for the coming of Jesus. The important thing is to be ready for his return; if we are ready for the rapture, we shall be ready for anything the devil can throw at the church, even martyrdom, if we are called upon to see the tribulation.

Here are a few of the Scriptural reasons for this belief:

1. 
FORSHADOWED IN THE OLD TESTAMENT: (Luke 17:26-30) 


Enoch (genesis 5:24; Jude 14-15) is a type of the church to be raptured. he named his son, "Methuselah" meaning "when he is dead it shall come". Methuselah died at the age of 969 years and then the storm broke. Noah is a type of Israel to go through the judgment. lot also is a type here for judgment could not come to Sodom until he had escaped (Genesis 19:22).

2. 
SEVENTY WEEKS OF DANIEL'S PROPHECY: (Daniel 9:24-27) 


These seventy weeks were concerning the nation of Israel about whom Daniel was enquiring. the 70th week is the time of "Jacob's trouble" (Jeremiah 30:7). the church age is between the 69th week and the 70th week.

3. 
GENTILE CHURCH AGE MUST COME TO A CLOSE: Luke 21:24

"Jerusalem shall be trodden down by the gentiles, until the times of the gentiles be fulfilled."


Romans 11:25 "until the fullness of the gentiles be come in."

4. 
THE RESTRAINING INFLUENCE MUST BE REMOVED: (2 Thess.2:7-10) 


This restraining influence is undoubtedly the presence of the Holy Ghost in the church.
5. 
OUR HOPE IS WHEN THE TRIBULATION BEGINS: (Luke 21:28)


We are to look up (not down or around) when these things begin to come to pass.

6. 
THE PROMISE OF ESCAPING THE TRIBULATION: Luke 21: 36 ". . . worthy to escape all these things... " the same word "ekphugein" is used in 2 Cor. 11:32-33. Revelation 3:10 "I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world."

7. 
OBJECTIONS ANSWERED:

(a) Matthew 24:29-31 - The word "elect" means chosen and may refer either to the church or to the nation of Israel. in this scripture it refers to Israel. the angels have nothing to do with the rapture of the church; it is the holy spirit which quickens the saints. These scriptures refer to the gathering of Israel (Isaiah 27:13).


(b) 1 Corinthians 15:52 and Revelation 11:15 - The last trump in 1 cor. 15 is not the trumpet of Rev. 10:7 and Rev. 11:15. Undoubtedly Paul was making reference to Jewish tradition to emphasize the resurrection. The trumpet here is one of glorious victory; the trumpet in revelation is one of judgment. We should know that there is another trumpet at the end of the tribulation (Matt. 24:31).

UNIT ELEVEN

WHO WILL BE RAPTURED? 

LESSON SIX

This is an extremely important question and one which affects us all. The only way we can attempt to answer this question is to allow all the scriptures to do it. Study each reference carefully.

1. 
A GLORIOUS CHURCH WITHOUT SPOT OR WRINKLE: Ephesians 5:27 "that he might present it to himself a glorious church not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing." in this scripture we see that it will be a church without spot of wrinkle.

2. 
THOSE WHO ARE"IN CHRIST":

1 Thessalonians 4:16 "The dead in Christ shall rise first." we must be "in Christ" to be ready for the rapture.

3. 
BAPTIZED INTO HIS BODY:

1 Corinthians 12:13 "For by one spirit are we all baptized into one body."

It is the holy ghost which places us into the body which is his church. This places us "in Christ".

4. 
THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL QUICKEN OUR BODIES:

Romans 8:11 "But if the spirit... Shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his spirit that dwelleth in you."

In this scripture we read that it is the holy ghost who will quicken our bodies at the rapture. Without the spirit then we cannot have hope of the rapture.

5. 
OIL IN OUR LAMPS:

Matthew 25:1-13 - Parable of the ten virgins.

This parable also clearly teaches the necessity of the holy spirit to be ready for the rapture.

6.
 THE NAME OF JESUS IS NECESSARY:

Acts 15:14 ". . . To take out of them a people for his name."

Jesus is taking a gentile bride to bear his name. What is his name? Jesus! This means then that we must be baptized into the name of Jesus. The whole family bears that name. (Eph. 3:15) What would happen if a bride refused to bear the name of her husband? The plan of salvation includes water baptism in Jesus name (Acts 2:38).

7. 
HOLINESS IS ESSENTIAL:

Hebrews 12:14 "Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the lord." Matthew 5:8 "Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see god." only those who are holy may have this blessed hope.

8. 
WE MUST BE LOOKING FOR HIS RETURN:


Hebrews 9:28 "Unto them that look for him shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation." 


Only those who are ready will actually be looking and, of course, only those who are looking are ready.

9. 
WE MUST WALK WITH THE LORD:

Genesis 5:24 "and Enoch walked with god: and he was not: for god took him."

Enoch, a type of the church, walked with God. This tells us that we must also walk with god.

10. 
"READY" OR "GETTING READY":  Jesus will return for those who are ready not those who are getting ready. The hope of Christ's return sanctifies and purifies the saint and helps him to be ready. The scriptural correct attitude of the heart of the New Testament saint is that:


(i) Jesus can come NOW 


(ii) I am ready to go NOW 


He is always ready. Thus the hope purifies him.


1 John 3:3 "and every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure."

UNIT ELEVEN 
WHAT TIME ON GOD'S CLOCK? 

LESSON SEVEN

In the words of the hymn writer we might ask: 

O Lord Jesus, how long?

How long ere we shout the glad song?

This is the question that is in the minds of god's people. How long? How soon? What time is it on god's clock? We do not know for no man knows the day and the hour of his return. However, we may know the seasons and the times for the bible has much to say on this regard.

Not only does the church realize that we are in the end times but all who are students of world events. At the end of World War II, Dr. Adolph Keller said, "it's five minutes to twelve in the history of the world". The late president Kennedy said, "i speak today in an hour of national crises... The tide of events has been running out, and time has not been our friend. "

Jesus may come at any time. There is no prophetical scripture relative to his return for the church that awaits fulfillment. That which is most startling and impressive is the fact that there has been more prophecy fulfilled in our generation than in all the nineteen centuries since Christ's first advent. Surely this should convince everyone that it cannot be long, that time's clock is striking the hour. We shall list a few of the signs of the times:

1. 
GOD'S WEEK IN DEALING WITH MAN:


2 Peter 3:8 "That one day is with the lord as a thousand years."

We are drawing to the close of the sixth millennium since Adam or the close of the sixth day in god's week. The seventh will be Christ's literal reign on earth. We are in the midst of the death agony of an old dispensation and the birth pangs of a new (Rom. 8:22).

2. 
THE LATTER RAIN OUTPOURING:

James 5:7 ". ..until he receive the early and latter rain."


It is significant that on the first day of the 20th century, Jan. l, 1901, the lord baptized a sister with the Holy Ghost in Topeka, Kansas. Since then he has baptized millions with the Holy Ghost, restored the apostolic truth to the church, and brought the church back to the apostolic doctrine and experience. The fact that we have a Pentecostal church is proof that we are near to the coming of Jesus.

3. 
THE LAODICEAN CHURCH AND APOSTACY: 

Revelation 3:16 "So then because thou art lukewarm..."


The second and third chapters of revelation give us a summary of church history. Undoubtedly the church in Philadelphia represents the bride of Christ. - Rev. 3:8 "hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name." likewise the Laodicea church, the lukewarm church with Jesus knocking outside the door, is the apostate professing church of the times at the close of church history.


There are many Scriptures that describe this apostasy of the last days: 2 Thess. 2:3; 1 Timothy 4:1; 2 Timothy 4:3-4; Jude 4; Matthew 24:24; 2 Timothy 3:1-5, 7; 2 Peter 2:1-2.


The areas of apostasy are mainly centered around:


(i)  Inspiration of Scriptures,


(ii) Person of Jesus Christ,


(iii) Work of Jesus Christ,


(iv) Resurrection of Jesus Christ,


(v) Second Coming of Jesus Christ.

4. 
INCREASE OF CRIME, IMMORALITY AND JUVENILE DELINQUENCY: As a result of a turning from god, crime has been increasing four times faster than the population. Our nations are flooded with filth and pornography. Juvenile delinquency is appalling throughout the land. All this is clearly foretold in the bible concerning these last days (Luke 17:26-30; 2 Tim. 3:1-7).

5. 
INCREASE OF RESTLESSNESS AND INCREASE OF TRAVEL: Daniel 12:4 "Many shall run to and fro."


Some five million Americans move from one state to another each year. Millions crowd the highways and the skyways. One can travel now from New York to Los Angeles in 41/2 hours by commercial airliner.


There are some 80, 000 full time fortune tellers in USA and Americans spend $200, 000, 000 each year to know the future.

6.
INCREASE OF KNOWLEDGE:

Daniel 12:4 "Knowledge shall be increased."


Man's knowledge is increasing at the same ratio as the population explosion. Within the last few years the amount of man's knowledge has doubled. We shall mention just a few of man's achievements that are prophesied in the Bible.


(i) Aeroplanes
 - Isaiah 31:5


(ii) Automobiles
 - Nahum 2:3-4


(iii)  Television and Radio - Revelation 11:9; Revelation 13:15


(iv) Missiles
  - Revelation 6:13


 Whenever God's creatures lifted themselves above their God-or-dained plane, God brought in a new order; e. g. Satan, Adam, Babylon, etc.

7. 
THE ATOMIC AND SPACE AGE: In 1905 Albert Einstein wrote a mathematical equation e-mc2 which has changed the entire world. Through the process of fission we have the atomic bomb; and through the process of fusion we have the hydrogen bomb. They can now generate as much energy from one cubic inch of uranium as from 250, 000 gallons of fuel oil. Russia has exploded a 60 megaton bomb which is equivalent to a ditch 30' x 9' dug from Philadelphia to Los Angeles and filled with dynamite.
A picture of the atomic bomb is given in Revelation 6:12-17.

8. 
POLITICAL AND SOCIAL TROUBLES:


Luke 21:25-26 "Upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity... men's hearts failing them for fear..."


(i) Labor troubles - James 5:1-6


(ii) Communism - in 1917 Lenin established bolshevism with 17 followers. In the same year he took Russia with 40,000 supporters. In one generation communism has conquered more than one third of the population of the world. 


(iii) Nationalism, racism, etc.

9. 
CONFEDERATION OF THE NORTHERN NATIONS: Russia and her confederates are pictured in Ezekiel 38 & 39.

10. CONSOLIDATION OF WESTERN POWERS: The common market and western alliances are in fulfillment of certain portions of Daniel's prophecy.

11. 
ONE WORLD CHURCH: The ecumenical movements, both Roman Catholic and the world council of churches, are preparing the way for one world church in fulfillment of prophecies in Revelation.

12. 
ISRAEL: The Jew is said to be god's clock. The fact that the nation of Israel was formed in 1948 is sufficient proof of the end times. 


References:  Luke 21:29-31; Zech. 12:10; Zech. 13:9; Romans 11:25; Amos 9:15; Zech. 3:9

Pages could be written on each of the above and we did not complete the list of signs. We only listed some of the main ones. Why are these fulfilled in this generation? There can be but one answer.

UNIT ELEVEN 

REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. 
Give THREE Pre-millennial arguments with ONE Scripture for each.

2. 
Using Scripture refute each of the following errors. 

 
(a) The coming of Jesus is death.


(b) Jesus has already come.


(c) Jesus is only coming back in Spirit.

3. 
(a) What is "Our Blessed Hope"?


(b) State THREE conditions necessary to be met before we can have this hope? Give at least one Scripture with reference for each condition.


(c) When may the rapture of the church take place?

4. 
State clearly the difference between the following terms: 

 
(a) Rapture of the church.


(b) Revelation of Jesus Christ with His church.

5.  
Define: 


 
(a) A-millennialism


(b) The Great Tribulation.

6. 
Give the reference in the Bible where prophecies relating to the following may be found:


(a) Increase of knowledge 


(b) Increase in crime. (c) Automobile


(d) Labor trouble 

(e) War with Russia 

(f) Atomic Bomb


(g) Latter Rain Outpouring (h) Apostacy
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UNIT TWELVE 


 DEATH 


LESSON ONE

1.
DEFINITION OF DEATH: Physical death is the separation of soul and spirit from


the body. It introduces man to ETERNITY and the unseen world.

2.
DESCRIPTIONS OF DEATH: The Bible speaks of death in the following terms:


(i)  Sleep




- Deut. 31:16; John 11:11


(ii)  Earthly house being dissolved 
- 2 Corinthians 5:1


(iii) Putting off this tabernacle

- 2 Peter 1:14


(iv) God requiring the soul 

-Luke 12:20 


(v) Going the way whence there is no return - Job 16:22


(vi) Being gathered to one's people 
- Geneses 49:33

(vii) Yielding up the ghost 

- Genesis 49:33; Acts 5:10


(viii) Going down into silence 

- Psalm 115:17


(ix) Returning to the dust

- Genesis 3:19


(x) Being cut down


- Job 14:2


(xi) Departing



- Philippians 1:23

3. 
DEATH CONQUERED:

Romans 5:12-21 "... death reigned by one... shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ. . ."


1 Corinthians 15:26 "The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death. 2 Timothy 1:10 "Who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel."


Death is the first outward and visible effect of sin and it will be the last effect of sin from which we shall be saved. Jesus has abolished death and in Him we may have eternal life and immortality.

4. 
PHYSICAL DEATH CERTAIN TO EVERY MAN:

Hebrews 9:27 "It is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment."


The only persons who will escape physical death are those living saints at the time of the Coming of Jesus. These will be translated but all others will die. Although the redemption of the body has been provided for and purchased on Calvary, yet only at the First Resurrection shall we be able to enter into this full physical redemption.

5. 
AFTER. DEATH WHAT?


(i) THE INTERMEDIATE STATE: The righteous do not enter into their final reward nor the wicked into their final punishment until after their respective resurrections. The righteous are in conscious rest in Paradise but the unrighteous are in conscious unrest and torment in Hades.


(ii) THE RESURRECTION: The soul and spirit of the dead is united with the resurrected body.


(iii) THE JUDGMENTS: Just as there is no escaping death there is no escaping the judgment which follows (Heb. 9:27). The righteous receive their rewards and the unrighteous receive their punishment.


(iv) ETERNITY: There are only two final destinies for man: a heaven to gain, and a hell to shun. Which will it be?

6. 
THE LOCATION OF PARADISE AND HADES: Before the resurrection of Jesus Christ these two places were separate compartments of Sheol. They were located adjacent to one another with a gulf fixed between them (Luke 16:26). Because of this, when Jesus died, He visited both places (Luke 23:43; Acts 2:31). This explains 1 Peter 3:19-20. When Jesus arose He emptied one compartment and changed the location of Paradise to the third heaven (2 Cor. 12:2). What the witch of Endor was able to do with the spirit of Samuel (1 Samuel 28:14) can never be done with the departed spirits of the redeemed since the resurrection of Jesus for Paradise and Hades no longer have adjacent locations in Sheol. Jesus led captivity captive (Ephesians 4:8).
UNIT TWELVE

FALSE TEACHINGS 

LESSON TWO

1. 
REGARDING THE INTERMEDIATE STATE:

(a) 
PURGATORY: This teaches that even the faithful need a process of purification before becoming fit to enter God's presence.


Scripture teaches the immediate happiness of the dead in Christ. There are only the saved and the unsaved and the destiny of each is determined in this life. Death closes the period of probation and then follows judgment (Luke 16:22; Luke 23:43; 2 Cor. 5:6-10; Heb. 9:27). 

 (b) 
SPIRITISM: This teaches that we may communicate with a departed spirit through a "medium".


The Bible expressly forbids consulting such spiritists, the very prohibition indicating that there is evil and danger in the practice. In Luke 16 the account of the rich man and Lazarus proves that the departed are not permitted to communicate with the living (Lev. 19:31; Lev. 20:6; Isaiah 8:19).

 (c) 
SOUL SLEEPING: This teaches that the soul is unconscious until the resurrection.


Scripture teaches that there is an immediate conscious rest in Paradise for the saved and a conscious torment in Hades for the lost. Lazarus and the rich man were both conscious. Why did Jesus visit Paradise and Hades if the souls were unconscious? This should answer error once and for all time. Compare: Isaiah 14:9-11; Psalm 16:10; Luke 23:43; 2 Cor. 5:8; Phil. 1:23; Rev. 6:9-10.

2. 
REGARDING THE FINAL STATE:

 (a) 
UNIVERSALISM: This teaches that everybody will finally be saved, that God is too loving to exclude anyone from heaven.


This error is refuted by the scriptures. It is in reality a mercy that god excludes the sinful from heaven for it would be a hell to them and their, presence would soon make it a hell to the redeemed.


Proverbs 29:1; John 3:36; Romans 6:23; Luke 16:19-31

 (b) 
RFSTORATIONISM: This teaches that hell is not eternal but a temporary experience for the purpose of purifying the sinner to fit him for heaven. If this were the case then the fires of hell would have more power than the blood of Christ. Experience teaches that punishment in itself is not regenerative - it can restrain but not transform.  Those who believe this error contend that the word "eternal" in the Greek means "age-long" and not endless duration.

According to Matthew 25:41-46 if the punishment of the wicked man has an end, so does the bliss of the righteous. God will no more force a man to be saved in the future than he does in the present.

3.
SECOND PROBATIONISM: This is very similar to the above. It teaches that man will have another chance or opportunity to accept salvation between death and the resurrection.


Scriptures teach that at death man's destiny is fixed (Heb. 9:27.

4.  
ANNIHILATIONISM: This teaches that the wicked will be annihilated. Those who believe this error point to 2 Thessalonians 1:9 and other passages which state that the wicked will be destroyed. However, this does not mean annihilation but ruin. In this scripture if it meant annihilation then the word "eternal" would be useless. They also point to death as the penalty for sin. This means separation from god and not the ceasing to exist. God's promise of life does not mean the promise of existence for all men have that. Therefore the opposite is true, death as a penalty does not mean the mere loss of existence.

UNIT TWELVE

THE RESURRECTION 

LESSON THREE

1. 
THE RESURRECTION TAUGHT IN SCRIPTURE:


(a)
 TAUGHT IN THE OLD TESTAMENT:



(i) In Word - Job 19:25-27; Psalms 16:9; Psalms 17:15; Daniel 12:1-3

 

(ii) In Figure - Genesis 22:5 with Hebrews 11:19

 

(iii) In Prophecy - Isaiah 26:19; Hosea 13:14



(iv) In Reality - 2 Kings 4:32-35; 2 Kings 13:21


(b) 
TAUGHT IN THE NEW TESTAMENT:



(i) In Word - Jesus
- John 5:28-29; John 6:39-54; Luke 14:13-14.

  

Paul - Acts 24:15; 1 Cor. 15; 1 Thess. 4:14-15;

  

John -Rev. 20:4-6, 13. Phil. 3:11



(ii) In Reality  - Resurrection of Lazarus - John 11



Resurrection of O. T. saints - Matt. 27:52-53

 

Resurrection of Jesus - Matt. 28

2. 
THE NATURE OF THE RESURRECTION:
 (a) 
REDEMPTION OF THE BODY: The redemption of the body is included in our complete redemption.

 
 
References: Romans 8:11-23; 1 Cor. 6:13-20; John 6:39; Job 19:25-27.


(b) 
THE REDEEMED AND RESURRECTED BODY:



(i) we shall be like Christ.

Phil. 3:21 "Who will transform and fashion anew the body of our humiliation to conform to and be like the body of his glory and majesty." Amplified N. T.



1 John 3:2 "When he shall appear, we shall be like him."



1 Cor. 15:49 "And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly."


(ii) What was the nature and likeness of Christ's resurrection body which our resurrection body is to resemble?



A real body 
- Luke 24:39



Recognizable 
- Luke 24:31



Characteristics of the believer's resurrection body is set forth in 1 Corinthians 15.



Incorruptible  verse 42   
- no decay, sickness, pain.



Glorious 
verse 43
   see Matt. 17 & Rev. 1:13-17



Powerful
 verse 43 
 - not tired or weak



Spiritual 
verse 44



Heavenly 
verses 47-49



Real body 
verses 50-51  
see Heb. 2:14; 2 Cor. 5:1-6

Relationship to the old 
- like the grain of wheat. verse 36-37. The resurrection body will have great ability it will be able to travel with lightning speed and penetrate solid substances.

3. 
ORDER OF THE RESURRECTION:


1 Corinthians 15:23-24 "But each in his own rank and turn: Christ, the messiah, the first fruits, then those who are Christ's at his coming after that comes the end (the completion) - amplified N. T.


The scriptures teach that everyone will not be resurrected at the same moment. There is a definite order that takes place as far as time is concerned in the resurrection.

 (a) 
THE FIRST RESURRECTION: this is the resurrection of those who are in the kingdom of God and who shall reign with Christ during the millennium (Revelation 20:5-6). They shall not appear before the white throne judgment. There are three distinct phases to this resurrection:


(i)   First Fruits - Christ

(ii)  Harvest  - at the rapture of the church.


(iii) Gleanings - the tribulation saints.

 (b) 
THE SECOND RESURRECTION: This is the resurrection of those who are not in the kingdom of god. They shall appear before the white throne judgment and be judged according to whether or not their names are in the book of life (Revelation 20:11-13).

UNIT TWELVE
THE JUDGEMENT AND 




THE REWARDS 


LESSON FOUR

1. 
THE JUDGMENTS: Scripture teaches us that the judgments differ as to time, place, subjects, purpose, etc.

(a) 
AT THE CROSS:

2 Corinthians 5:21 "For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin."


1 Peter 2:24 "who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree."

all sin has to be judged the sins of the redeemed have been judged at Calvary. Christ took the penalty for our sins. 

(b)
 A DAILY JUDGMENT IN THE LIFE OF THE SAINT:


1 Corinthians 11:31-32 "For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged."


There is a continual self-examination on the part of a child of God; also a chastisement as God deals with him in perfecting him. 
(c)
 A FUTURE JUDGMENT OF THE SAINT FOR REWARDS: Revelation 22:12 "Behold I come quickly and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be."


The judgment seat of Christ is not for the purpose of judging sin for no sin will enter there. It is a judgment of works when rewards will be given according to faithfulness, motives, etc.

(d) 
JUDGMENT OF THE LIVING NATIONS:

Matthew 25:31-46 - This judgment will take place at the coming of Christ with his saints. It is a judgment of living nations in the setting up of Christ's millennial reign on earth.

 (e) 
GREAT WHITE THRONE:

Revelation 20:11-15 - This is the final judgment at the close of the millennium. All those who were not in the church (kingdom of God) are resurrected and judged on the basis of whether or not their names are in the book of life.

(f) 
JUDGMENT OF THE FALLEN ANGELS:


2 Peter 2:4; Jude 6 - The saints have part in this judgment. 1 Cor. 6: 3

2.
THE REWARDS FOR THE FAITHFUL: Rewards will be, handed to the saints chiefly on the basis of faithfulness. The parables of the talents (Matt. 25:14-30), the pounds (Luke 19:11-28), and the labourers in the vineyard (Matt. 20:1-16) make this fact plain.

(a) 
CROWNS: 



(i) Of Life  
                - James 1:12; Rev. 2:10



(ii) Of Glory  
                - 1 Peter 5:4; Heb. 2:9



(iii) Of Righteousness  - 2 Timothy 4:8



(iv) Of Rejoicing         - 1 Thess. 2:19



(v) Of Gold                    - Revelation 4:4



(vi) Incorruptible - 1 Corinthians 9:25



(vii) Thy Crown - Revelation 3:11

(b) 
REWARDS TO THE OVERCOMERS: Revelation 2 and 3.



(i) Eat of the Tree of Life



(ii) Stone with a New Name written 



(iii) Authority over Nations



(iv) Shall not be hurt of the Second Death 



(v) Eat of the Hidden Manna



(vi) Arrayed in White Garments 



(vii) Pillar in the Temple of God 



(viii) Write on him a new name



(ix) Sit down with Him in His throne

UNIT TWELVE


HEAVEN 

LESSON FIVE

1. 
NATURE OF HEAVEN: The righteous are destined to eternal life in the presence of Jesus. He created man to know, love, and serve him in this present world, and to enjoy him forever in the world to come.

 (a) NAMES DESCRIBING HEAVEN:

(i) 
Paradise - (Revelation 2:7; 2 Corinthians 12:4) the meaning of this word is a "garden" reminding us of our first parents as they walked with god actually this is the place where the spirits and souls of the just await the resurrection.

(ii) Father's House - (John 14:2) This name with its many mansions conveys the thought of home, rest and fellowship.

(iii)
 Heavenly Country - (Hebrews 11:13-16) This speaks of a Promised land like Canaan to which Israel traveled.

(iv) 
A City - (Hebrews 11:10) This suggests the idea of an organized society.

(v) 
New Jerusalem - (Revelation 21:2) This is the eternal dwelling place of the church.

 (b) 
THREE PHASES:



(i) Intermediate state of rest in paradise awaiting the resurrection. 



(ii) Judgment for faithfulness and works (2 Cor. 5:10; Rev. 22:12). 



(iii) New Jerusalem - the eternal home of the church (Rev. 21).

2. 
NECESSITY OF HEAVEN: The history of man discloses the fact that the human soul instinctively believes that there is a heaven. this instinct has been implanted within the soul of man by god himself, the creator of human instincts blessings of heaven:
(i)
LIGHT AND BEAUTY - Revelation 21:23; Revelation 22:5 human language at its best is inadequate to portray the realities of the life to come. in the last two chapters of revelation language is used which helps us to gain a slight conception of the beauties of the world to come one writer used the illustration of a mole burrowing in the ground not being able to understand the life of an eagle so it is with man.

(ii) 
FULNESS OF KNOWLEDGE - 1 Corinthians 13:12


Man is surrounded by mystery and hungers for knowledge. In heaven this thirst  for knowledge will be perfectly satisfied; the mysteries of the universe will be 
made plain; perplexing theo-logical problems will shine as clear as day.

(iii) 
REST - Revelation 14:13; Revelation 21:4 weariness, pain, strife, rief, cannot enter there. 

(iv) 
SERVICE - Revelation 7:15; Revelation 22:3

God gave Adam instructions to keep and dress the first paradise and he will not leave him inactive in the second paradise. 

(v) 
JOY - Revelation 21:4


The greatest earthly happiness increased a millionfold but feebly expresses the enjoyment awaiting god's children.

(vi) 
PERMANENCE - Heaven's happiness will be forever permanence is necessary to complete happiness.

(vii) SOCIAL JOYS - Hebrews 12:22-23; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 man by nature is a social being a solitary man is abnormal and exceptional in heaven there will be no misunderstandings, no strife, and everyone will be good and beautiful.

(viii) FELLOWSHIP WITH JESUS - John 14:3; 2 Cor. 5:8; Phil. 1:23 we shall see Jesus face to face. he who shephered his people through this vale of tears will in heaven lead them from joy to joy, from glory to glory, from revelation to revelation.

UNIT TWELVE

DESTINY O F THE WICKED 

LESSON SIX

1.  
THE INTERMEDIATE STATE:

Revelation 20:14 "And death and hell (Hades) were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death."


When the wicked die their souls go to Hades which is a prison house where they remain in conscious torment until the final resurrection and the white throne judgment. A vivid picture of Hades is given in the story of Lazarus and the rich man (Luke 16:19-31).

2. 
THE SECOND DEATH: The destiny of the wicked is eternal separation from god, and the eternal suffering of his wrath, known as the second death.  Because of its terrible nature it is a subject from which one naturally shrinks; yet it is one which must be faced because it is positive truth of divine revelation. The Christ of gentleness and love warned men against the sufferings of hell. Romans 6:23 "for the wages of sin is death."


The "death" spoken of here does not mean cessation of existence any more than eternal life means the beginning of existence. Eternal life does not mean to live forever, but to live in a state of blessedness forever. Eternal life does not deal with quantity as much as with quality of existence. Just so with eternal death. it is a quality of existence, not cessation of being. Even in this life death can co-exist with life (Ephesians 2:1; 1 Timothy 5:6). What men call life God calls death. There are two things the child of God gets: at the new birth, eternal life; at his resurrection, immortality; but he already had existence. so it is in the case of the wicked; the second death does not mean cessation of existence, for he is dead now in this life. it means the eternal separation from God (Rev. 20:14-15; Rev. 21:8).

3. 
NATURE OF THE LAKE OF FIRE: The nature of hell is described by the Script-ures that describe both Hades (the prison house) and Gehenna (lake of fire). We shall not separate the descriptions for they both are similar in nature.


(i)    Extreme suffering  
- Rev. 20:10  - tormented day and night


(ii)   Memory 
 
-Luke 16:25 - "Son, remember...


(iii)
Unsatisfied desire  
- Luke 16:24


(iv)
Remorse 

 - Luke 16:27-28


(v)
Shame and contempt - Daniel 12:2


(vi)
Worm dieth not  
- Mark 9:46


(vii)
Fire is not quenched - Mark 9:46


(viii)
Bottomless  
- Revelation 20:3


(ix)
Darkness 

- Matthew 25:30


(x)
No rest 
 
- Revelation 14:11


There will be no light, no sight, no music, no honor, no hope in hell. what a dreadful, fearful place!

4. 
HELL WAS PREPARED FOR THE DEVIL AND HIS ANGELS: 


Matthew 25:41 "Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels." 


Hell was never prepared for man God made it for the devil and his followers.

god has done everything he can do to stop man from going to this dreadful place. The cross of Calvary is a roadblock stopping man from his slide down into a lost eternity. Christ died to stop men and women from going there in the justice of God, hell was made for the devil. If man willfully chooses to be a follower of Satan, he definitely will spend eternity with Satan.

5.  
FIRE: In the parable of the Tares (Matthew 13:36-43) Jesus explained every figurative word of the parable he did not explain "fire" why was this word left without explanation? There can be only one answer the word "fire" was not figurative.

UNIT TWELVE

ETERNITY 

LESSON SEVEN

1. 
THE IDEA OF ETERNITY: To get some idea of eternity we shall compare it with space. Time and distance have a definite connection, just as mass and energy. Likewise, eternity and space have a connection.


(a) SPACE: Light travels at 186, 000 miles per second. One light year is about 6, 000, 000, 000, 000 miles. Man now is peering out into space some 38, 000, 000, 000 light years away. Now try to measure this distance with a yard stick. We see at once it is foolish to try. It is necessary to have a larger unit of measurement which is the light year.


(b) ETERNITY: Just as it is foolish to measure space with a yard stick so it is foolish to measure eternity with years. We must have a larger unit of measurement which is known as an eon or age.

2. 
EON OR AGE: This Greek word "aion" or the English equivalent "eon" has been used in the New Testament some 124 times. It has been translated "world" 35 times (Matt. 12:32; Matt. 13:39-40; Matt. 24:3; Mark 10:30). It is used to refer to the past. - Col. 1:26


It is used to refer to the future. - Ephesians 2:7

3. 
EON OF EONS (AGES OF AGES): - Ephesians 3:21 The period of time that dealings with man over some the Bible deals with in which is recorded God's 7000 years is an EON OF EONS.



(i) Eden 

-eon of Innocence



(ii) Antediluvian 
-eon of Conscience

- 1655 years



(iii) Post-diluvian 
-eon of Human government 
- 431 years



(iv) Patriarchal 
-eon of Promise
 
- 427 years



(v) Mosaic 
 
-eon of Law 


- 1491 years



(vi) Church 
 
-eon of the Holy Ghost 
-  ?  years



(vii) Millennium 
-eon of Manifestation
- 1000 years



Total 
-eon of eons Approximately 7000 years

4. 
EONS OF EONS: The "eon of eons" may in turn be pluralized and we get the expression "eons of eons". We find this expression in such Scriptures as Revelation 19:3; Revelation 20:10; Revelation 22:5.


The Picture that is brought out by this term and translated "for ever and ever" reveals ages tumbling over ages without end. They cannot be counted for they are infinite in number. This term is used both for the final destiny of the wicked and the righteous.

5. 
ETERNITY: We are told very little about the eternity of the past nor of the eternity of the future. We are told that there will be a new heaven and a new earth and there is the lake of fire where the worm dieth not and the fire is not quenched (Mark 9:46; Revelation 21:1; 2 Peter 3:13). This life is very brief compared with eternity. We are here only long enough to prepare for eternity. There is a Heaven to gain and a Hell to shun and both are everlasting (eons of eons). WHERE WILL YOU SPEND ETERNITY?

UNIT TWELVE

REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. Using Scripture show that the following doctrines are false: 


(a) Restorationism


(b) Annihilationism 


(c) Soul Sleeping

2. Show that the resurrected body of the saint will be: 


(a) Incorruptible


(b) Real


(c) Heavenly

3. Define the following terms:


(a) Eon


(b) Purgatory 


(c) Paradise


(d) Universalism

4. State one Scripture with reference to show: 


(a) Job's hope in the resurrection. . 


(b) Paul's hope in the resurrection.


(c) The resurrection taught in figure in the Old Testament.

5. Write a paragraph on the "Blessings of Heaven".

6. Write a full note on the meaning of "Eternity".

BIBLIOGRAPHY
AMPLIFIED NEW TESTAMENT, Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids

Baker, C. J. : LIFE, DEATH, HADES, John Ritchse, London

BAKER'S DICTIONARY OF THEOLOGY, Baker Book House, Grand Rapids

CLARK'S COMMENTARY, Abingdon-Cokesbury, New York

Collett, Sidney: ALL ABOUT THE BIBLE, Fleming H. Revell Company

Evans, William: THE GREAT DOCTRINES OF THE BIBLE, The Bible Institute Colportage Ass. , Chicago, 1912

Ewart, Frank J. : THE REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST

Magee, Gordon: IS JESUS IN THE GODHEAD OR THE GODHEAD IN JESUS?

Paterson, John: THE REAL TRUTH ABOUT BAPTISM IN JESUS NAME

Reeves, Kenneth V.: THE GODHEAD, Granite City, 1963

Simpson, A. B. : THE GOSPEL OF HEALING, Christian Publications Inc., Harrisburg

Small, Franklin: LIVING WATERS

Urshan, A. D.: THE WITNESS OF GOD, Long Beach

W. E. B.: JESUS IS COMING

